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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


SOME NEW BOOKS 


Awaitin g Review 


Fiction 


All Your Idols 

Harry Sylvester Holt, $3.50 
Shortstories from popular magazines. 
Ape and Essence 


Aldous Huxley Harper, $2.50 
Not-so-brave new worlds. 


The Big Freeze 
Bellamy Partridge Crowell, $2.75 
Heavily historical novel early N. Y. 


The Bold Galilean 
LeGette Blythe Chapel Hill, $3.50 
Christ—but not the Catholie Christ. 


The Cleft Rock 

Alice Tisdale Hobart Bobbs, $3 
Water-power polities in Far West. 
A Clouded Star 

Anne Parrish Harper, $2.75 
Skilful story of character. 
First Citizen 


Richard Sullivan (Oct.) Holt, $3.00 
- Strong study weakness in high places. 


Georgiana 
Maude Hutchins 
New Directions, $2.50 
A small girl’s growing up. 
The Meek Shall Inherit 
Zofia Kossak 
Romantie novel old Poland. 


Nobody’s Fool 

Charles Yale Harrison Holt, $3 
A ‘‘Hucksters’’ for public relations. 
North Face 

Mary Renault Morrow, $3 
Complicated seaside romance. 
Northern Lights 


Roger Vercel Random House, $2.75 
The magnetism of the Arctic. 


Roy, $3 


The Precipice 
Hugh MacLennan DS &P, $3 


Canadian-American problem novel. 


Rock Haven 
Adelyn Bushnell 
Coward-McCann, $3 
-Cain-Abel theme, Maine locale. 


The Sky Is Red 
Giuseppe Berto 
New Directions, $3 
Italian civilians in air-raided town. 
The Three Brothers 
Michael McLaverty Mae, $3 
Chronicles unhappy Irish family. 


Three Roads to Valhalla 
Catherine Pomeroy Stewart 
Seribner, $3 
Florida, Reconstruction Era. 


Time Will Darken It 
William Maxwell Harper, $3 
Keen study small-town triangle. 


The Washbournes of Otterley 
Humphrey Pakington Norton, $3 
Gentle, delectable English fare. 


Spiritual-Philosphical 


Accent on Purity 
Joseph E. Haley, C.S.C. 
Fides, $2.25 
‘*How to give sex instructions’’. 


Christ in His Mystical Body 
C.J. Woollen Newman, $2.25 
Pauline doctrine clearly told. 


St. Elizabeth: A Biography 

Anne Seesholtz Phil. Library, $2.75 
Vivid portrayal Hungarian saint. 
Existence & the Existent 

Jacques Maritain Pantheon, 
Christian vs. atheistic existentialism. 
God's Underground 

Fr. George (pseud.) & 


Gretta Palmer A-C, $3 


The Faith in beleaguered lands. 
( Nov. ) 


Happy Grotto 
Fulton Oursler MeMullen, $1.50 
Journalist at Lourdes. 


The Joy of Serving God 

Dom Basil Hemphill, O.S.B, 

Herder, $2.50 

Conferenees for Religious. 
St. Louis de Montfort 

George Rigault DeMontfort, $2 
Biog. new saint. 
Magnificent Man 

Valentine Long, O.F.M, SAG, $2.50 
Encouraging discourses for everyman. 
Martin 

Eddie Doherty S & W, $3 
B}. Martin de Porres in meditations. 


The Mass in Slow Motion 
Ronald Knox S & W, $2.50 
A priest’s thoughts about the Mass. 


The Old Testament 
Ronald Knox ( Oct.) 
Vol. I new translation. 


St. Paul 
Robert Sencourt S & W, $3.50 
‘Great Writers of the World Series.”’ 


S & W, $7.50 





September, /94 


The Priest & the Proletariat 
Robert Kothen S& W, $13 § 


Examines priest in new apostolate, 
To Heaven Through a Window TI 

John Carr, CSS.R. . MeMullen i 
St. Gerard Majella, patron of mothe mT 
What Is Man? 


C.-F. Ramuz (Nov.) ; 
Pantheon, $278 |. 

Individual & cosmic relationships, A 
Ye Gods " 
Ed Willock (illus.) (Oct.) be 


S & W, $23 M 
Takes deadly aim at worldly targa ™* 


You Can Change the World : 
James Keller, M.M. LG,§ 

Handbook for Christophers. 

General Non-Fiction * 

Bite the Bullet en 


Dorothy G. Wayman Bruce, a 2 
Convert newspaper woman’s story. & W! 
The Case of Peter Abelard de 

Ailbe J. Luddy, O.Cist. = 

Newman, $23 
Conflict of Peter & St. Bernard. 
Earl Warren the 

Irving Stone P-H, gy me 
Portrait vice-presidential nominee, & °" 
Father DeSmet - 

Helene Magaret Bruce, $i 2° 


Reprint biog. Jesuit missioner. rm 
The Guest-Room Book to 
ed. Frank Sheed S &W, 8 oi 
Colorful anthology. tre 
Letters of Eric Gill to 
ed. Walter Shewring D-A, 
Rich collection convert artist. rv 
Myself When Young we 
Henry Handel Richardson it | 
Norton, eo, 


Autobiog. author ‘Ultima Thule”. & po 
Poems of Gerard Manley Hopkins § ry; 

intro. W. HH. Gardner Oxford, $4 wa 
3rd ed., with new poems & intro. & me 
The Poetic Art : 

Paul Claudel Phil. Library, 224% /¢, 
French poet-philosopher speculates & gm 
Report to Protestants Bi 

Marcus Bach Bobbs, 4 in; 
An ‘‘Inside Protestant U.S.A.”’ de 


Roosevelt & Hopkins ho; 

Robert Sherwood Harper, $6! log 
The pro view of the matter. yo 
The Trial of Modern Man Ca 


Paul McGuire (Nov.) Morrow," eo) 
Bases of today’s spiritual malaise. J me 
Tumbleweed ed: 

Eddie Doherty Bruce, $2: ta} 
Catherine de Hueck of Friend®i® ty, 


House. pre 
The West at Bay Beni 
Barbara Ward Norton, 34% ang 
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The Road to Survival 
William Vogt 


The Book-of-the-Month Club judges 
declare that William Vogt’s Road to 
Survival ($4), their dual selection for 
August, is ‘‘one of the most impor- 
tant... in twenty-two years’’ (that 
being the age of the Book-of-the- 
Month Club). The book has an im- 
portance, to Catholics and all honor- 
able men, an importance of which the 
BOTM judges were not thinking. 


Sloane, $4.00 















As a study of soil erosion and 
prodigal waste, of the material of the 
world, it is dramatie and provocative 
enough. But when the author suggests 
a ten-year birth moratorium (along 
with conservation) to offset the plun- 
dering of natural resources, he ery- 
stallizes one of the most frightening— 
even appalling—attitudes of our day. 














We are engaged in a war against 
the child, surely the most fearful and 
morbid and destructive and unnatural 
erusade of which the rational animal 
is eapable. This war has been up till 
now more or less underground—in ir- 
responsible fiction mainly—but now it 
isan honorable war. Now it is all out 
in the open. From now on, sinee the 
scientists have entered the lists, it is 
treason to procreate the race—treason 
to the three-square per day. 












Catholics and everyone of normal 
human reactions may well ask: Can 
we lawfully expiate our crime (and 
itisa crime) of abusing the earth, by 
commencing to abuse ourselves? What 
possible good can there be in inter- 
rupting the action of Providence to- 
wards perfection of human develop- 
ment, personal and racial ? 


If a plan like Vogt’s included only 
legitimate birth-control, it would still 
smother the flame of Christian hope. 
Birth control legitimate or _ illegiti- 
mate indicates lack of trust in Provi- 
dence, the beginning of despair. Yet 
hope is one of the three great theo- 
logical virtues. . . We wonder, as 
young Catholic women—most of them 
Catholic college graduates—ask us 
continuously for books on the rhythm 
method, ‘‘approved’’ or ‘‘recommend- 
ed” by the Church, what steps can be 
taken to re-animate that joyous vir- 
tue—hope ; we wonder, too, if this too- 
Prevalent absence of hope is not weak- 
‘ning its companion virtues of faith 
and charity in our people? 


























BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Science Commands: Decrease In Despair 


“Witness” Comment 

The Witness, Dubuque diocesan pa- 
per, diseusses vital flaws in Vogt’s 
righteous case for birth control. 

‘“When ... he ealls for more and 
cheaper contraceptives to cut down 
the world population he is not only 
boldly advising a violation of the 
natural law but he is also guilty of 
a dangerous presumption. If there are 
problems of misery or starvation now 
and threatening in the future, the big 
reason is not that there are too many 
people in the world but too many re- 
stricted to certain areas. . . 

‘‘Kurthermore, to say that the 
problems of misery and starvation are 
to be solved by limiting human propa- 
gation artificially is to oversimplify 
the issue. There are many other fac- 
tors contributing to starvation and 
misery. Among them are selfishness 
and greed. 


‘‘It requires a certain amount of 
naive daring to write a book demand- 
ing mass limitation of the world popu- 
lation today. An imposing array of 
statistics could be brought forth to 
show that. if propagation continues to 
decrease at the present rate, the 
human race will begin to die out in 
approximately a century hence. . . 

‘‘The worst implication in ‘The 
Road to Survival’ is that God didn’t 
make the earth big enough or produc- 
tive enough for the human race, As 
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if the all-wise Architect of the uni- 
verse had made a miscalculation. 


Ireland Has Food (!) 


Says Robert C. Cook, editor of The 
Journal of Heredity, in his New York 
Times review of the book: os 


**, . Unless the relentles growth of 
population is checked, the program 
[conservation, ete.] is doomed to fail. 
Vogt hopes that cooperation and edu- 
cation on a global level will turn the 
trick. And it can be done—witness 
Ireland. Exactly a hundred years ago 
the Irish ‘potato famine’ was at its 
height; tens of thousands starved to 
death; many emigrated to America. 
The population of Ireland in 1848 was 
6,000,000. Today it is less than 3,000,- 
000—and Ireland is the place where 
Britons go to get a square meal. Emi- 
gration helped . . . but this alone 
would have been of no avail had not 
the Irish birth rate dropped from 
among the highest to among the low- 
est in any European country. 


Irish Clarification 


In C. S. Mihanovich’s ‘‘The Van- 
ishing Irish?’’ (America, August, 14), 
there is extensive factual comment 
which reveals a post hoc ergo propter 
hoc fallacy in Mr. Cook’s interpreta- 
tion of the relation between the fallen 
Irish birth rate and the present pros- 
perity on the Emerald Isle. 


‘*Treland is the place,’’ Mr. Cook 
had remarked, ‘‘where Britons go to 
get a square meal.’’ Beneath the fact, 
Dr. Mihanovich, director of the de- 
partment of sociology at St. Louis 
University, finds this situation: ‘‘. . . 
The standard of living is compara- 
tively good in Ireland, but . . .it is, 
to a great extent, the result of im- 
ports of money and goods from Irish 
emigrants. This fact does not sub- 
stantiate the Neo-Malthusianists’ 
claim that a decline of Ireland’s 
population is the cause of increased 
levels of living. To a certain extent 
Ireland is living on a dole granted by 
its emigré children, and by visitors.’’ 


As to the role of birth control in 
the new Irish prosperity: ‘‘There is 
no evidence of practice of birth con- 
trol among the Irish but a strong ten- 
dency to solemn, grim understandings 
that postpone marriage until the last 
possible moment. This may have a 
disastrous effect on the moral fiber of 
the Irish.’’ “ 

A fine, Catholic-minded comment 
on the problem is R. de Guchteneere’s 
Judgment on Birth Control, $2.50. 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION 
This Most Interesting Creature 


The Image of His Maker 

Robert E. Brennan, O.P. Bruce, $3.25 

Reviewed by Sister M. Teresa 

Francis, B.V.M., Ph.D., chairman, 

board of education, Sister of 

Charity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. 

Father Brennan, of the Thomistic 
Institute of Providence College, is a 
recognized authority in the field of 
scholastic psychology. In The Image 
of His Maker, he does for the average 
reader and for the beginner in psy- 
chology what he does in Thomistic 
Psychology for the more advanced 
student. 

Building principle on principle, the 
author presents in a clear expository 
manner the most intricate and at the 
same time one of the most basie prob- 
lems of psychology—the true nature 
of man. On the foundation principle 
of the substantial union of body and 
soul, Father Brennan builds a super- 
structure that withstands a!l attacks. 
He presents in turn a study of ‘‘the 
actions of man and the powers that 
produce them, the habits that make 
them easier and more pleasant to per- 
form, the character into which they 
develop, and the person that carries 
and supports them.’’ Thus one com- 
prehends this most interesting crea- 
ture of the visible universe as a unit- 
being created in the image of His 
Maker and destined for never-ending 
bliss in the vision of the Godhead. 

A true follower of Thomas Aquinas, 
Father Brennan neglects no field of 
knowledge which contributes to an 
understanding of man’s rational na- 
ture. His enlightened guide in phil- 
osophy is no other than the Angelic 
Doctor. The method he propounds as 
essential to the psychologist is that of 
Aquinas—self-reflection checked by 
the experiences of others. While he is 
not presenting any new findings in 
psychology, he has assimilated data 
from an imposing number of workers 
in the sciences, interpreting their re- 
sults; and he states conclusions in 
terminology intelligible to the average 
reader. The reviewer regrets that no 
reference is made to any particular 
study. Citing such authorities would 
give greater emphasis to the signifi- 
cant conclusions. The popular nature 
of the work however, justifies such 
omissions. 

Many difficult problems are pre- 





sented here in lucid fashion. The 
treatment of the estimative power, the 
common sense, and the distinction 
drawn between instinet and ‘‘animal 
intelligence’’ demonstrate a skill in 
language and a familiarity with the 
field that is not commonly found in 
texts of psychology. 

‘*Book Chat’’ at the close of the 
book names the ‘‘Great Books’’ in 
psychology. With the names of Aris- 
totle, Augustine and Aquinas for the 
traditional psyehology are found the 
names of Garrett, Boring, Zilboorg 
and Brennan. Certainly a ‘‘good 
ground plan of reading in both the 
traditional and modern forms in, psy- 
chology’’ should include the name of 
Dom Thomas Verner Moore. 


“Wishing Makes It So”’ 


The Magic of Believing 

Claude M. Bristol P-H, $2.95 

Reviewed by Rev. James F. 

Walsh, S.J., Regis College; au- 

thor, ‘‘Facing Your Social Situ- 

ation’’. 

True self-confidence is based on 
evidence, on a conviction about my 
own abilities. What I want to be de- 
pends on what I am, despite all wish- 
ful thinking. The belief that I will 
one day be a great surgeon will avail 
me nothing without four years of hard 
study in a medical school. There is no 
such thing as a generalized trait of 
self-assurance ; generally it is built on 
experience and proven skill. 

In logie we are reminded of a com- 
mon fallacy: Post hoc, ergo propter 
hoc, or False Cause. Just because one 
thing happens before another, it is not 
necessarily the cause of the second 
thing. With this in mind the author’s 
many examples lose their cogency. 

No reputable psychologist admits 
cosmie consciousness (p. 24), and cer- 
tainly not the theory of two minds— 
one in the head, the other in the body 
(p. 59). The author’s theory of the 
subconscious’ being rooted in instinct 
and charged with energy is definitely 
Freudian. 

The book is a good antidote for an 
inferiority complex but it is mislead- 
ing and will cause many disappoint- 
ments. Some one has truly said: ‘‘We 
are not deceived, we deceive our- 
selves.’’ The book has no index, nor 
any reference list. 









A Nation’s Neurosis 


and Its Cure 


Case History of Japan 


Francis J. Horner S& W, $3. 
Reviewed by Thomas P. Neill, 


Ph.D., author “Weapons for 
Peace’’. 
This is the psycho-analysis of ; 


nation, and as such it can reveal only 
certain general characteristics pos 
sessed by the Japanese people. This js 
a difficult method to use even ip 
studying individuals; it is particular. 
ly dangerous to apply it to million 
of individuals in the lump. Mr. Hor 
ner has done well in avoiding the pit 
falls into which his method couli 
lead him. His sound common-seny, 
his long residence in Japan, and his 
grounding in correct spiritual prip 
ciples save him from extreme inter. 
pretations of the factual materid 
with which he works. 


The result is a well-balanced book, 
but one that does not reveal anything 
particularly new about the Japanex 
people. It does correct misinterprets- 
tions commonly found in our new 
papers’ ‘‘analyses’’ of Japan, for i 
is essentially a ‘‘ why-they-do-as-they- 
do’’ book. Most of what Mr. Horne 
says about the Japanese people coull 
be said of any other people in thes 
neurotic times—a point which th 
author mentions several times. 


The author’s thesis is that th 
Japanese people possess a_religiou 
sense which has never been filled 
that they show a desire for the Ided 
surpassing that of other peoples—au 
this desire can be satisfied only in th 
Christian faith. Mr. Horner offen 
Japan the alternative of continull 
to suffer from its neurosis or of # 
cepting the Christian faith—whidl 
today is found intact only in th 
Catholic religion. . 


J 


PLANNING 
A PARISH LIBRARY? 


Then let us plan it with you—we 
know how. 


Call on us for basia lists. 
@ 4 


THE THOMAS MORE 
BOOK SHOP 


The Pioneer Parish Library Planners. } 
Chicago 6 


September, 194) 
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Toward a Synthesis-- 
Dom Moore’s FinalWork 


The Driving Forces of 
Human Nature 


Dom Thomas Verner Moore, Ph.D. 
G&S, $6.50 


Reviewed by John A. O’Brien, 
Ph.D., University of Notre Dame. 
The appearance of a new book from 
the pen of Dom Thomas Verner 
Moore comes as a pleasant surprise to 
his friends who knew of his entrance 
last year into a Carthusian monastery 
in Spain. This volume comes appar- 
ently as a final supplement to his two 
previous studies, Dynamic psychology 
and Personal Mental Hygiene. His 
latest book represents an attempt at 
a synthesis of various currents in 
modern psychological thought. Origin- 
ally, philosophy undertook to study 
and interpret the phenomena of 
mental life. Later came the develop- 
ment of experimental psychology, 
wherein students sought to secure fur- 
ther facts by the experimental proce- 
dure as well as a new insight into the 
nature of mental operations. Lastly 
came psychiatry with its practical 
problem of understanding mental life 
in order to treat the disorders of the 

mind, 

To a large extent these three move- 
ments have remained isolated. The 
thesis of Dr. Moore is that these three 
movements can and should be de- 
veloped so as to supplement one an- 
other. Philosophy is needed to guide 
and direct empirical research and to 
indicate the objectives worthwhile. 
Without philosophy experimental 
psychology is in danger of losing it- 
self in a maze of trivialties. Philoso- 
phy in its turn needs additional facts 
in order to build on a solid founda- 
tion. Psychiatry turns to psychology 
and its experiments for data in much 
the same way as medicine turns to 
physiology. 

Mental Illness 

As Father Moore has the training of 
both a physician and an experimental 
psychologist as well as a sound train- 
ing in philosophy, he is in a position 
of unusual advantage to synthesize 
the currents of thought in the three 
fields indicated. He does a splendid 
job in this volume. A feature of it is 
his use of the case method to illustrate 
lechnique of treating the disorders of 

¢mind. The author stresses the gen- 
fal conclusion that the causes of 
mental disorders are multiple and so 
vaned that they cannot be reduced to 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Prophetic? 


(An observation on American 
Church-State separation by an 
Italian-American missionary, 
written in 1843) 
... Some have thought that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, because 
of not recognizing any particular re- 
ligion, must naturally be itself skep- 
tical or atheistic—a most false conelu- 
sion in our ease. .. The very fact that 
the civil authority is obliged to pro- 
tect the citizen in the practice of his 
devotions is the very strongest proof 
that the majority is religiously in- 
clined, even though by reason of ig- 
norance and error of the people they 
may be led away to varied and false 
doctrines. 

Woe to that country if the mass of 
its people shall ever become unbe- 
lievers! Then will religion lose that 
protection which makes it now so free 
to act, and, enslaved by general cor- 
ruption, its ruin and disintegration, 
humanly speaking, will be irrepara- 
be... 

—‘Memoirs of a Missionary Apos- 
tolic,’’ by Samuel Charles Maz- 

zuchella, O.P. 





a monistic factor as some _ psyco- 
pathologists have maintained. 


The author brings out into clear re- 
lief that the full and adequate treat- 
ment of the human mind involves a 
relationship to society and to God. He 
undertakes furthermore to outline 
this adjustment in its ideal perfec- 
tion. 

The reader who is familiar with his 
earlier work, Dynamic Psychology, 
will recognize some of its material in 
a revised and amplified form in the 
present work. So much new material 
has been added and so much elimi- 
nated that the final form in which it 
now appears makes it virtually a new 
work and a most welcome one. 

The volume meets an urgent and a 
wide need for the educated reader 
and as a textbook in courses in psy- 
chology in normal schools, colleges 
and universities. It is the crqwning 
climax of a long scholarly career, and 
it places all who are interested in the 
phenomena of the mental life under 
a great and a lasting debt. Dr. Moore’s 
passing from the American scene 
leaves a gap which will be hard to fill. 
For only at rare intervals are we 
privileged to read the scholarly prod- 
ucts of a writer who is a devout priest, 
a learned scientist and a penetrating 
psychiatrist, 


There’s More To It 
Than This-- 


You and Psychiatry 


William C. Menninger §& Munro Leaf 
Scribner, $2.50 


Reviewed by F. J. Braceland, 

M.D., consultant in psychiatry, 

Mayo Clinic. 
This volume is addressed to laymen 
and written in their vernacular. It is 
‘‘A simple explanation of analytic 
psychiatry and its application to 
everyday life.’’ Senior author is the 
distinguished ‘young president of the 
American Psychiatrie Association, 
Brig. Gen. William C. Menninger, 
whose colleagues have honored him 
with every high office at their com- 
mand. Junior author, Munro Leaf, is 
well remembered for his cartoon series, 
Ferdinand the Bull and Watchhirds. 
Inasmuch as the treatment of the 
subjeet is on a popular, nontechnical 
basis, it is regretted that Mr. Leaf 
did not choose to illustrate it. 

The authors’ purpose is the expla- 
nation of present-day dynamic psy- 
chiatry from the psychoanalytic 
standpoint, and part of this mission 
they accomplish in a facile and enter- 
taining fashion. The title is too 
broad, for there is much of psychiatry 
which the volume does not cover. 


Mechanistic and Hedonistic 

In gerieral, the collaborators have 
presented only the psychoanalytic 
theories that concern development, 
relationships and personality struc- 
ture. Since some of these theories are 
frankly mechanistic and hedonistic 
they will not be acceptable to read- 
ers of this review. Other theories 
could be fitted. in with Thomistie con- 
cepts, and one is impressed by the 
fact that some of the differences and 
some of the divergent opinions are 
due to semantic difficulties. 

There is no doubt about the fact 
that the neuroses that cause much 
suffering are on the increase in our 
culture. There is also no doubt about 
the fact that the only organized ap- 
proach to the understanding of these 
neuroses available to the young psy- 
chiatrist today is psychoanalysis; 
hence its present wave of popularity 
with embryo psychiatrists as well as 
with others. At least this group makes 
some attempt to explain symptoms of 
neuroses which young medical officers 
in the military services saw. in pro- 
fusion and which made invalids of 
hundreds of thousands of young men 

(Continued on page 86, col. 1) 
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German Mea Culpa 


The Poet and His Time 
Three addresses by Ernst Wiechert 


Regnery, $2.00 

Reviewed by Mary Louise Hector. 
The title address in The Poet and 
His Time is the earliest of the three; 
delivered in 1935, it presages in con- 
tent and attitude the strong ‘‘ Address 
to the Youth of Germany,’’ given ten 
years later. 

By 1945, Wiechert has broadened 
his condemnation of the temporizing 
German poet into a passionate confes- 
sion, a mea culpa, for the German 
race. In the Hitlerian day, it was ‘‘a 
people whose majority . . . recognized 
the evil, but hid in its huts and pal- 
aces so as not to hear the cries.”’ 

Insisting upon national responsibil- 
ity for the ‘‘twelve years of shame,”’ 
Wiechert acknowledges the heroes and 
the few innocent, and offers to his 
land a future of atonement, purifica- 
tion, and rebirth in love. 

Because the impetus of the ad- 
dresses is emotional, their thought of- 
ten breaks abruptly. The fever of re- 
pentance is in the language (although 
it is a translator’s) ; here, for example, 
is Wiechert’s description of Nazi 
ceremonial—‘‘a tawdry imitation like 
the overture in a cheap theatre, which 
a thundering nickelodeon pours out 
across the crowd, while in the back- 
ground the actors put on thick layers 
of grease paint in order to transform 
a face from the gutter into the face 
of a hero.”’ 





You and Psychiatry... 
in the armed forces. 

The time has come for a careful 
re-examination of these doctrines by 
analyst and philosopher alike. A short 
time ago orthodox analytic doctrine 
could not be questioned, but the rig- 
idity that upheld it and perhaps kept 
it as a separate entity has now disap- 
peared under the stress of war and a 
widening sphere of influence. The de- 
velopment of concepts related to and 
the reformation of psychopathology 
in the last few years have proceeded 
on a much broader basis than would 
have been thought possible a decade 
ago. It is not unlikely that some 
other approach could now be made, 
based on points of agreement rather 
than on accentuation of differences as 
has been the case heretofore. 

If one desires to read the analytic 
concept of the structure of personal- 
ity, reduced to its least common de- 
nominator and in understandable lan- 
guage, it can be found in this small 
volume. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Advice for the Allies 


Reviewed by Kermit Watkins, 

Rockhurst College faculty. 
Whither Germany? 

Hans Zbinden Regnery, $2.00 
Criticism of the occupation policies 
used by the allies in Germany and 
suggestions for their improvement 
have been made by Hans Zbinden in 
Whither Germany. 

Of particular interest is his discus- 
sion of the isolated position of the in- 
telligent German who is really in 
search of fundamental learning. The 
need for books and teachers is stressed, 
as well as a plea for greater use of 
radio for instruction instead of for 
propaganda. 

The author develops with convine- 
ing clarity the thesis that emphasis 
must be placed upon the spiritual re- 
construction of Germany at least 
equal to that placed upon its economic 
rehabilitation. 


The Peace 

Ernst Juenger Regnery, $2.00 
The Peace, as envisioned by Juenger 
before the end of the late war, is a 
state of moral agreement to be brought 
into existence between Germany and 
those among her conquerors who be- 
lieve in the ability of man to merit 
freedom. It is a structure of great 
importance to a world in which im- 
proved security, and the allocation of 
resources to production for primary 
human needs, are necessary to prevent 
continued destitution. Such a state 
may be achieved only through the 
exercise by the conquerors of the 
greatest refinement of charity, re- 
straint, and understanding. 

The objective is the spiritual re- 
habilitation of a nation that is desti- 
tute in this respect. Full responsibil- 
ity for the task must be assumed by 
the victors. From the vantage point of 
present experience our failures in this 
respect are seen quite clearly. 





Even A Scot... 

Haxing received a very rigorous 
criticism of one of our newspaper 
column appraisals, we sent the criti- 
cism to a noted Paulist Priest lec- 
turer who had reviewed the book for 
us. Here is a portion of his com- 
ment: 

“‘This letter reveals a mind whom 
God alone could enlighten as to what 
literature is, and in the face of such 
a task, even a Scot quails, I was not 
annoyed in the least, only sad. . .’’ 
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Can a Catholic Be Intelligent} 


Brains and Belief 

F. J. Mueller Bruce, $2.5) 

Reviewed by Rev. John P. Kleing, 

Ph.D., Pontifical College Josephi- 

num. 

In their scholastic philosophy Catho. 
lies have the great treasure of Truth 
to give the world, but scholastic phi. 
losophers in this country have not 
been too successful in popularizing 
this Truth. It is the significance of 
Father Mueller’s little book that he 
has done on a small seale what Ameri. 
can scholastics should be doing on 4 
large scale. His book makes one think. 
it makes the proper distinctions, it i 
not difficult reading. That is a disting 
contribution. 

In twelve short essays Father Muel. 
ler treats of one central consideration 
of philosophy—the relations betwee 
faith and philosophy, between that 
which we can know by our unaided 
natural reason and that which we d 
know through God’s revelation. His 
purpose is to dispel the idea (so preva- 
lent in thinkers outside the Chureh) 
that one cannot both believe in reve 
lation and be intelligent at the sam 
time. He outlines the place of reas 
in religion. 

This reviewer could not accep 
some of the author’s too facile gene 
alizations on the relationship betwee 
Aristotle and St. Thomas Aquinas 
and between St. Thomas and St. Al 
bert the Great on this question. Th 
simplifications here do not reflect th 
findings of modern scholarship in thi 
material. Especially good is his dis 
cussion of the nature of mysteries it 
theology, the limits of evolution, aul 
the place of emotion in modern no 
Catholic religion. 





The Professor’s Umbrella 
Mary Jane Ward Random, $3.00 
Condensed from review by P. Staniisl 
O’Connor: ‘‘. . . deals with the social prob 
lem of racial prejudice versus tolerance ..: 
skilfully shows some of the nonsense of boll 
and what a distasteful role it is to be t 
object of either tolerance or prejudice. .: 
Mrs. Ward is an accomplished creator ¢ 
dialogue. The liveliness and naturalnes® 
the conversations make up for some deficier 
cies in characterization. . . The author prt 
sumes too much on the reader’s flexibilif 
. switches from third person to 
without quotation and within a par , 
. Centers on a current topic (all 
Semitism) and lacks that timeliness that 
a requisite of enduring art. But for @ 
who can warm up to the machinations 
campus polities, racial discrimination, 
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the company of a university faculty, m@@. 


grossing story executed with appreci@l 
talent. . .’’ 


Nor 
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WeSpiritual Ambivalence 
In Fine First Novel 


Bridie Steen 
Anne Crone Seribner, $3.00 


Reviewed by Mary Toomey Gies- 
selmann. 
Bridie Steen is a well plotted novel, 
rooted in the wild lonely beauty of 
Fermanagh in the north of Ireland. 


. This border country is full of bigotry 
: of Catholics and Protestants; it is on 
: this bigotry that the struggle in the 


story turns. Bridie, born of a Protest- 
ant father and Catholic mother, is left 
an orphan with her Aunt Rose Anne, 
who instills in the child a warped, 
superstitious form of Catholicism. As 
a young girl, she goes to live with her 
Protestant grandmother, whose reli- 
gion amounts to nothing but a fierce 
hatred of the Church. As the posses- 
sive old woman dies, she exacts a 
promise from Bridie to ‘‘turn.’’ This 
promise and a deep love for her cousin 
who also wants her to ‘‘turn’’ battles 
in Bridie’s soul against a fear of the 
priest and of purgatory and lead to 
ultimate tragedy. 

If the author takes a stand it is 

with William Henry, the cousin Bridie 
loves, who condemns the fear and 
superstition of the Catholies in Fer- 
managh and the empty hypocrisy of 
the Protestants and the bigotry of 
both. Bridie is their victim. 
From a literary angle Bridie Steen 
‘Bis a remarkably fine novel that follows 
the tradition of English dramatie fic- 
tion. The book opens with a descrip- 
tion of the bog near Bridie’s home. 
Her love of the bog has formed Bridie 
into the simple lovely child she is. It 
seems natural then that it is to the 
bog that she takes her tormented soul ; 
here she will find comfort, she thinks. 
Love of that lonely spot is at the root 
of Bridie and it is fitting that it is 
here that her story ends. 

The story moves forward at a 
steady, satisfying pace. The reader is 
never hurried ; the people in this book 
have deep roots and the background 
8 set in firmly each time a new per- 
sn is introduced to make the reader 
feel at home with each one. For the 
most part the author tells the story in 
itraditional but not stereotyped way. 
Characterization is superb. Here are 
n0 types moulded by mass education 
ind modern psychology but flesh and 
blood people, firmly planted in the 
and, full of strong feeling and great 
tality. Perhaps the author’s great- 
st skill is her power of description. 
‘0 reader can forget the fairy tale 
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NEW FICTION 
The Plot A gainst Mary Stuart 


Parcel of Rogues 
Jane Lane Rinehart, $3.50 
Reviewed by Julius Frasch Har- 
mon. 


The controversy that has raged 
around the figure of Mary, Queen of 
Scots, disproves any contention that 
men are much swayed by faets and 
evidence. Was she the mistress of 
Rizzio? Did she murder Darnley ? Was 
she the victim or the accomplice of 
Bothwell? Concerning these quest’ ons, 
there is a mass of evidence and a 
mountain of facet, and the questions 
are still asked. 

Miss Lane, in a very well-written 
book, assumes Mary’s innocence and 
skillfully presents good arguments for 
it. That she murdered Darnley seems 
as improbable as her alleged unchast- 
ity. Only a very stupid woman would 
have resorted to the method used, and 
stupid no one has claimed she was. 
Yet it cannot quite be ruled out that, 
astutely guessing that the life of her 
worthless seamp of a husband was in 
peril, she may simply have failed to 
take those precautions to save it which 
would certainly have suggested them- 
selves to an ex-daughter-in-law of 
Catherine of the Medicis. She left 
guards at Kirk-o’-Field; even so 
strong a partisan as Miss Lane does 
not suggest that she had the cellars 
searched. Had she realized the plot 
against Darnley was really a_ plot 
against herself, would she not have 
taken that somewhat elementary pre- 
caution ? 

Once she was married, under dis- 
creditable circumstances, to the dis- 
creditable Bothwell, the plot against 
her had attained its objective. We 





wonder when spring touches the dead 
fields and brings them to life in quiv- 
ering beauty. Here is a freshness and 
vigor and beauty in the style which 
make the reader wonder why in many 
writers our language seems thin or 
stereotyped. 

Bridie Steen is a first novel and it 
has greatness in it. True, the Catholi- 
cism is warped and superstitious but 
this picture, unfortunately, may be 
true of a land like Ulster, steeped in 
prejudice and stubborn self-conscious- 
ness. It’s not Catholicism that is pic- 
tured but warped, distorted Catholics 
who know nothing of the true liberty 
of its Truth. 


have much evidence, and Mary’s own 
word, pledged with solemn religious 
sanction, that Bothwell foreed her 
consent to an invalid union by abduc- 
tion and by rape. 

Miss Lane, with the license of an 
historical novelist, suggests an origin 
for the famous ‘‘Casket Letters’’ 
which is not improbable. Once one 
grants these to be forgeries, the most 
eritical judge must acquit Mary of 
most of the charges brought against 
her by her foes, and ean return no 
more severe a verdict than ‘‘Not 
Proven’’ to the others. Young, with- 
out true friends, she was plunged into 
the maelstrom of Scottish polities at 
a moment when the Reformation had 
so added to the problems of ruling 
Seotland as to make the task all but 
impossible. It is to Mary’s credit that 
she almost sueceeded. It is to her 
credit, too, that her worse detractors 
have never attempted to make her 
quite as bad as the ‘‘ parcel of rogues’”’ 
who finally brought her to ruin. 

Miss Lane tells the story of Mary 
Stuart in a way that lets it speak for 
itself, and without violence to fact. 
Her work ean claim a true originality 
of approach, and is to be highly ree- 
ommended to all who desire a true 
picture of Mary Stuart herself and a 
true understanding of the reasons for 
all that befell her. 

Mary Suart is always the central 
figure, but with consumate literary 
skill, Miss Lane tells her story larg- 
ely by telling that of others, in a way 
that thoroughly justifies the title she 
has chosen for her book. 





Post Stories, 1947 

ed. Ben Hibbs Random House, $2.75 
The sentiment exists that the Satur- 
day Evening Post is the self-satisfied 
home of machine-tooled writing. Post 
editors are supposed to be perpetual- 
ly engaged in betraying the short 
story. That the charge is at best a 
vicious half-truth can be shown by 
the twenty short stories in this vol- 
ume, a selection from a single pub- 
lishing year. Not only are the stories 
good, honest craftsmanship for the 
most part, but not a few are by writ- 
ers accustomed to write with their 
left hand for more ‘‘inttllectual’’ 
media. Humor, mystery, and senti- 
ment make up the bill of fare. Recom- 
mended. —Riley Hughes 
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Renoir In Prose 
A Candle for St. Jude 


Rumer Godden Viking, $2.75 
Reviewed by Teresa Sweetser 
Preston. 


This latest of Rumer Godden’s novels 
has, like Black Narcissus, Take Three 
Tenses, The River, and others, a psy- 
chological basis. While some of the 
others show the effect of environ- 
ment—a house, a country—on human 
character, this one, rather, follows the 
impact of a tempermental character 
upon its environment. Sure and deft, 
though seemingly casual, her artistry 
is exceptional, both in making an un- 
familiar world real to a lay reader 
and in bringing to life a variety of 
characters and ‘‘leaving them room to 
grow.”’ 

It is an understanding and loving 
portrait of old Madame Anna Hoi- 
bein, former prima ballerina, who for 
30 years has conducted a ballet school 
in an old London mansion, with the 
wistaria-covered coach-house convert. 
ed into a gem of a tiny Ballet Theater. 
Over theater and school she reigns su- 
preme. Her students, whom she loves 
but seldom praises, come from all over 
the world to learn of this erratic, un- 
conquerable spirit a faultless technic 
and passionate enthusiasm for balict. 
Some of them have become very suc- 
cessful after leavin the school, but so 
far she has discovered no one witn 
genius to match her own. 

How valiantly she makes her deci- 
sions and triumphs over all dilfieu!- 
ties—time, illness, temperaments, jeal- 
ousies (her own as well as others’), 
and how she and the others temper 
their own instincts with hari-won 
wisdom, make an exciting and colorful 
story. ‘‘Always at the eleventh min- 
ute something comes along to save me, 
not?’’ And Miss Ilse, buttoning Ma- 
dame’s dress, ‘‘It was my candle to 
St. Jude.’ 

A most enjoyable book; not as spe- 
cially Catholic as the name would im- 
ply ; mature and artistic. 





“REVIEWERS’” PANEL 


A recent development is called the 
Reviewers’ Panel. Five reviewers 
from daily newspapers will choose a 
title each month. Circulars and win- 
dow displays will be provided, and 
the hope is that publicity will lead 
people to buy the title selected. If the 
opening selections are any criteria, 
the value to readers will be just about 
at the bottom of nothing. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 


Free Will Loses Out to 


Economic Determinism 


Tomorrow Will Be Better 
Betty Smith Harper, $3.00 


Reviewed by Mary L. Dunn. 

Since Miss Smith’s first novel, A T'rec 
Grows in Brooklyn, sold nearly three 
million copies, Tomorrow Will be Bet- 
ter will probably become a best-seller 
almost over night ; this reviewer, how- 
ever, doubts if it will continue to sell 
month after month on its own merits. 
It lacks, for the most part, the com- 
pelling intensity of the first novel, its 
characters have no greatness, and the 
ending, although it hints at the pos- 
sibility of purely material gain, is 
certainly false to the title in its spir- 
itual implications. 

Catholic readers particularly will 
find certain false notes annoying. For 
instance, one of the main characters, 
after kneeling at the bedside of his 
sick wife, dusts off his knees, ‘‘a habit 
that was automatic with much kneel- 
ing in confessional and pew and at 
the altar’’; the same man had quickly 
suggested an abortion when he had 
found out his wife was pregnant, and 
after her refusal he had stated firmly 
that he would ‘‘see to it personally”’ 
that there would be no more children. 

Tomorrow Will be Better is not 
without good qualities. The setting is 
the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, 
and the background of poverty is 
powerfully handled ; there is compas- 
sion for the poor, the realization that 
many of their faults are due to eco- 
nomic strain, and a plea for those who 
must always be ‘‘shoved around’’ not 
to shove each other around. 

Margy Shannon, the main character 
is a girl full of hope in the future; 
life for her will be better than it was 
for her parents; she will marry some 
young man who is ambitious and will 
provide a better home than she has 
ever known; in their married life 
there will not be the constant bicker- 
ing she has always listened to from 
her father and mother. 

But Margy’s first job does not 
bring economic security or gay ro- 
mance. She drifts into marriage with 
a poor young man who comes from a 
home in which there has never been 
comfort or personal privacy; he has 
neither the character nor the emo- 
tional stability a husband needs. And 
Margy’s idea of a solution of her mar- 
ital difficulties is neither convincing 
nor morally acceptable. 
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Unleavened 


The Invisible Island 
Irwin Stark Viking, $34) 
Reviewed by Mark Barron, 0.P. 
As subtitle for his first novel, Iryp 
Stark might well have paraphragyj 


~ the title of a popular song, current, 


decade back, and ealled it “* Drifting 
Will Make It So.’’ For only upw 
three occasions does teh chief prota. 
onist make what might be denomiy 
ated a positive act of the will. 

Nor is this true only of Matthe; 
Stratton. One knows that the impj 
cations of The Invisible Island a 
broader, that here is not simply “ 
story of New York today,’’ but a & 
lineation of every other large con 
munity, whether it be a melting pj 
or not, in which man has lost hi 
moral moorings and culture, has b 
come sterile; without principle, wit 
out a clear-cut definition, alm 
without soul. 

In this novel Irwin Stark arous 
Christian pity for all his well-ch 
acterized, terribly frustrated cha. 
acters. Whether he will or no, Stat 
demonstrates that the cancer of o 
time is more fundamental than raeil 
injustice, mass mechanism, and see: 
larist education. He makes one a 
amine anew that also-present Leava 
of which neither he nor his character 
seem aware. 





A Psychopathic City 
Parris Mitchell of King’s Row 


Henry and Katherine Bellamann 
S & S, $3 

Reviewed by Sister M. Loyola, 

RSM. 
Because of the death of Henry Be 
mann, his wife, Katherine, had 4 
change the plan of this book, whit 
was originally intended as part d 
trilogy. Perhaps the loss of her ¢ 
laborator is responsible for its 
lateral tone. She uses only one typ 
character, the psychiatric, deprivil 
the reader of the pleasure of meé 
ing other personalities that ms 
have inhabited King’s Row. 

Only one of the many human I 
stinets is brought to bear upon 
cause and effect of mal-adjustmenl 
One psychology, that of Freud, isu 
to explain all mental disorders. Oth 
disappointments are the psychiat 
to whom the afflicted appeal, and 
parish priest who is equally helpl 
in giving them any assistance. 

This book should be placed al 
the reach of adolescent readers, 10! 
cob-webby section of the bookshelf. 
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Stories of Preternatural 


Tales of Horror and the 
Supernatural 
Arthur Machen (with an introduction by 
Philip Van Doren Stern and a note on 
Machen by Robert Hillyer) 
Knopf, $3.95 
Reviewed by Rev, Louis F. Doyle, 
SJ., St. Lows University. 
Arthur Machen is better known to 
literati as the author of a highly 
stimulating book on the nature of ht- 
erature (Hieroglyphics) than as the 
cultivator of the horror story, yet the 
bulk of his work was in this field. 
The present collection consists of the 
best from many volumes by Machen. 

Welsh-born, Machen had a heritage 
rich in the raw material of folklore, 
from which his sophisticated tales are 
tailored to modern taste. He never 
deals in ghosts, family curses, or dia- 
bolical monks. His settings are the 
innocent-seeming country-sides of 
Wales or the gilded jungles of Lon- 
don. Trained scientists work out his 
incredible problems. 

He has a thesis: that ancient pagan- 
ism, with its occult knowledge and 
diableric, was never destroyed but 
only driven underground, and that 
many a popular, derided superstition 
veils the practices of demons still very 
much alive. The devil has merely put 
on cap and bells. 

Spiritual Ruin 

In Machen’s world, it is possible for 
those willing to pay the price, which 
is always spiritual ruin, to make di- 
rect contact with the forces of evil 
and to become possesed by essential 
evil. Just here lies the only weakness 
in his formula. When confronted 
with the task of picturing the ulti- 
mate state of possession, he can 
oly resort to adjectives such as 
“horrible,’’? ‘‘unspeakable,’’ ‘‘loath- 
some,’’ and so on. But this is, of 
course, inheretit in the horror prob- 
lem, and Machen manages his cli- 
maxes with great skill by a careful, 
highly cireumstantial buildup that in- 
volves considerable knowledge of sci- 
enee and theology. 

Viewed as mere mystery stories, 
they read well. As stories of the pre- 
lernatural (that is the correct term, 

Supernatural’’ having been adopted 
when all the concept of the superna- 
tural was lost), they make the efforts 
of the Walpole-Milne school seem 
childish. They are much more in the 
ven of James’ The Turn of the 
Screw, due allowance being made for 
James’ materialism. I found myself 
thinking of the Screwtape Letters. 
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ON READING 


By N. Elizabeth Monroe, Ph.D. 


It is not easy to write about books 
and be interesting and practical— 
that is why so many critics have 

taken to talking to 
themselves—but in 
Great Novelists 
and Their Novels 
(Winston, $3.50), 
Somerset Maugh- 
am has managed 
the feat. The novel, 
he says, should 
have a widely in- 
teresting theme; 

N. ELIZABETH action should be 

Monroe, Ph.D. well motivated ; in- 
cidents should spring from character, 
and the characters should be individ- 
ualized. Talk must seem natural— 
that is, a brewer should talk like a 
brewer, a clergyman like a clergyman. 
Above all, the novel must be inter- 
esting. 

Of course, these things are easier 
said than done, but, when understood, 
they do provide a criterion by which 
fiction is to be judged. Much of the 
criticism of fiction today appears to 
have been written in a vacuum and to 
be aimed at no one in particular; 
Maugham’s criticism could only have 
been written by one who knows the 
trade, and is aimed at people who 
want to read or write creatively. For 
instance, the author shows how diffi- 
cult it is to bridge parts of action sep- 
arated in time—even the great novel- 
ists had trouble with this—so that it 
is wise to limit the action of a story. 

The individual studies are, with a 
few exceptions, interesting and valu- 
able—that is, the reader may not 
agree with all that is said, but the 
method of analysis is valuable. He is 
particularly good in comparing stories 
with the author’s stated intention and 
linking them with the author’s life. 
In the study of Wuthering Heights, 
however, he lets out his belt ; he thinks 
that the novel was evolved from a pro- 
longed daydream, as it probably was, 
but when he goes on to a loose psychi- 
atric analysis he does little to explain 
the book and less to establish himself 
as critic or psychiatrist. 

Everything he says about the de- 
fects of Dostoievsky’s character is no 
doubt correct, but it does nothing at 
all to explain his genius. Mozart was 
probably a great trouble to his wife, 
as many other men have been to their 
wives, but that doesn’t make clear 





why Mozart wrote flawless music 
while the others died without mention. 
The Heart of the Matter 

In The Heart of the Matter (Vik- 
ing, $3.00), Graham Greene has 
turned from the exploration of horror 
to a study of disillusionment, to a 
probing of conscience, where a man is 
tempted by his virtues, rather than by 
his vices. Scobie, the hero, is en- 
meshed in the petty responsibilities 
of a colonial bureauocracy, boredom, 
intrigue, and a sense of guilt over his 
wife’s unhappiness. When, unable to 
work out his problems, he takes an 
overdose of medicine, and the priest 
says that in spite of everything, Sco- 
bie was one of the few men he has 
known who loved God, he is not con- 
doning suicide, as some critics seem to 
have thought, but showing that even 
in our worst failures the love of God 
still persists. When the wife replies 
that maybe he did love God, if so he 
never loved anyone else, one sees the 
difference between a hard, external 
piety and a failure that still has ele- 
ments of goodness in it. 

The book is written with very great 
beauty ; the use of suspense is master- 
ly; and the exploration of character 
is penetrating. When Scobie looks up 
to see our Lord coming in the hands 
of the priest, he thinks how desper- 
ately He must have loved us to have 
made Himself so accessible — and 
thinks that not to be able to receive 
Him is to become an exile from a 
country to which one may never re- 
turn. This is the kind of book to make 
one feel humble and at the same time 
happy, because whatever our failures, 
God is still accessible. 

The Loved One 

If you like a hard-hitting satire so 
broad that no one can miss the point, 
then The Loved One (LB, $2.50) is 
the book for you; but if you like sub- 
tlety, the illusion of reality, sharply 
defined characters, and ideas taking 
on flesh and blood, then this is not the 
book for you. 

The mortuary pretensions of any 
group are laughable, but Mr. Waugh 
works too hard at those of Hollywood, 
leaves too little to the imagination, 
says too much. This is not the exag- 
geration we find in Mark Twain and 
other American humorists, which 


springs from exuberance of fancy, but 
the determination to wring the last 
laugh out of his subject. When Waugh 
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On Reading... 

observes that nothing Americans say 
is meant to be heard, he is an unim- 
peachable wit, but these flashes are 
too rare, and the effort of looking 
down the nose at America too great 
to be entertaining. 

Parts of the book are written with 
beauty. The Englishmen have the vir- 
tue of seeming British, a virtue not 
shared by the American sketches; and 
there are a few descriptions of nature 
that are lovely. But to me the book is 
neither convincing nor entertaining. 

Haworth Idyll 

The Bronte sisters have been com- 
ing into prominence lately, not always 
in the best company. The dreariest 
part of the new legend now being 
built has been supplied by literary 
psychiatrists who have taken it upon 
themselves to describe what eyes or 
mind has never seen before. 

Haworth Idyll (Whittet, $2.50), by 
Roberta Trigg, is a fantasy of an- 
other sort and something of a relief 
after the pseudo-scientifie fairy stor- 
ies to which we have been treated. 
Two little girls spend the year 1844-45 
in the school which the Bronte sisters 
wanted to establish, but never did. 
This school is altogether delightful: 
there isn’t much to do; the teaching 
is informal; and the little girls spend 
much of their time on the moors. 

It is a perceptive little book, writ- 
ten with delicacy and charm; and if, 
at times, the older child becomes a 
little too much of a literary sleuth, 
we can forgive her, for the Bronte 
sisters were and still are rather baf- 
fling. The Emily Bronte of recent eri- 
ticism would hardly recognize herself 
here; and even Mr. Bronte would find 
his cloven, hoof missing. 

One reads a book like this for the 
beauty of its style and for its pene- 
tration into character. In some ways, 
it is more faithful to truth than are 
many authentic biographies, because 
it. reconstructs on the basis of what is 
known rather than on theories about 
the Bronte family. 

Maurice Baring 

This little book by Laura Lovat 
(SW, $2.00) is meant to round out 
the record of Baring’s life; it con- 
tains a memoir, letters, and verse by 
Maurice Baring, and an essay on the 
effect of the classics on Baring. Bar- 
ing is hard to explain, the author says, 
because with the maturity of his ex- 
perience, the virtuosity of genius, the 
culture of great scholarship and the 
modesty of the saint, he maintained, 
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Two Useful Pointers 


For Readers of 
“The Heart of the Matter”’ 


(from Mortimer Adler’s ‘** How 

to Read a Book’’) 

Don’t try to find a ‘‘message’’ in 
«a novel, play, or poem. Imaginative 
writing is not primarily didactic. No 
great work of fiction is the sugar- 
coated propaganda that some recent 
erities would have us believe they all 
are. [ am not here making a sharp 
division between pure art and propa- 
ganda, for we know that fiction ean 
move men to action, often more ef- 
fectively than oratory. My point is 
rather that fiction has this force only 
when it is good as fiction—not when 
it is a sermon or harangue thinly 
wrapped in a poorly told fable. If the 
general precept is wise—that you 
should read a book for what it is— 
then look for the story. 

Don’t criticize fiction by the stand- 
ards of truth and consistency which 
properly apply to communications 
of knowledge. The ‘‘truth’’ of a 
good story is its verisimilitude, its 
intrinsic probability or plausibility. 
It must be a likely story, but it need 
not deseribe the facets of life or so- 
ciety in a manner that is verifiable 
by experiment or research. Centuries 
ago Aristotle remarked that ‘‘the 
standard of correctness is not the 
same in poetry as in polities,’’ or in 
physics or psychology for that matter. 
Technical inaccuracies about anatomy 
or errors in geography and _ history 
should be criticized when the book in 
which they occur offers itself as a 
treatise on those subjects. But mis- 
statements of fact do not mar a story 
if its teller sueceeds in surrounding 
them with plausibility. . . When we 
read a novel we want a story that 
must be true only in the sense that it 
could have happened in the woria of 
characters and events which the novel- 
ist has created. . . 








until the hour of his death, the mind 
of a child who walked through life’s 
joys and sorrows with the deep con- 
viction that he was always holding 
God’s hand. 

Baring took life in a way few peo- 
ple can take it ; he suffered increasing 
disability from Parkinson’s disease, 
but never talked about it—had the 
gaiety and charm of those who are 
perennially young and happy. The 
record of his death is moving indeed. 
The hand of God is clear in his life 
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‘Strange Triumph” 


Good Morning Miss Morrison 
Elizabeth Carfrae Putnam, $2.5) 


Reviewed by Ann Marten 
This novel reads somewhat like a mag 
azine story, without beauty of line « 
depth of thought. It could have hai 
some significance if its author hal 
understood and developed her then 
less superficially. It is a_ strang 
triumph of a career over marriag, 
with no notion of education or lor 
worthy of the name. 

The childhood ambition of the Eng 
lish heroine to be the head of a girl 
school retains its sentimentality ani 
reaches a climax of fulfillment it 
petty self-adulation when her dreau 
is realized. A fond ‘‘Good mornig 
Miss Morrison’’ secures her in her d: 
cision against marriage with a mil: 
dle-aged doctor, and_ reetifies th 
memory of an Air Force lover, kille 
in the war, and a dead illegitimat 
son. 

The bitter, unlovely women whi 
counsel her are either falsely puritan! 
eal or quite simply immoral. The me 
in her life are vaguely idealistic bu! 
incapable of coping with the odé 
against them. 

The writing, though  sometimé 
well-devised, is colorless, obvious, atl 
even amateurish. — 

The story attempts to justify its! 
by concluding with a prayer that, 
cause of the heroine’s experience 
sex at the hands of her ‘‘lover,’’ § 
will be the more tolerant and unde! 
standing of those in her charge. 5# 
timental tolerance of plain # 
sweetly calling on God for a blessil 
while ignoring even the humanist 
view of decency, sacrifice, and lo 
concludes this novel on the maudli 
plane evident throughout. 





as in his works. If the reading of # 
book brings one a little nearer the’ 
eret of his genius, it will have sé 
a great purpose. 


September, / 94) 
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Sad and Wise Irish Novel 


The Parish and the Hill 
Mary Doyle Curran 





HM, $3.00 

Reviewed by Marion Kerwick, 
Reading this first novel by a young 
English teacher at Wellesley is a mov- 
ing and unique experience. The Par- 
ish and the Hill is a beautiful book 
both in craftsmanship and content. 
Mrs. Curran’s gift for writing lyrical 
prose is matched by a no less impor- 
tant understanding of people and the 
flow of life. Her characters are rich- 
ly alive in their changefulness—start- 
ing out in innocence, but then, 
through adverse cireumstanee and the 
loss of the battle between weakness 
and strength, often turning into the 
twisted and battered human beings we 
all have known. Three character alone 
retain their courage and dignity: the 
narrator, her grandfather, and her 
mother. 
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While permeated by the homely 
detail of customs and habits among 
the ‘‘shanty Irish’’ of the Parish 
and the ‘‘lace-eurtain Irish’’ of 
Money Hole Hill, the novel by impli- 
cation is more than nationalistic. It’s 
a dirge for all fallen humanity rather 
than a single portrait of Irish Catho- 
lies who, in escaping the bitterness 
and persecution of the old country, 
fall into the self-same boot-licking and 
kicking ways of the well-to-do Yan- 
kees they openly deride and secretly 
envy. In its delicate, indirect manner, 
the book is a lamentation for all de- 
grees of human degradation, for all 
drunkards, flashy politicians, and 
ruthless climbers toward Money Hole 
Hill. 

For all the sparkle, then, of its 
gaity, the sly Irish charm of its wit, 
The Parish and the Hill is essentially 
a sad book—sad and wise and true. 











Soul-Transfer 


This Inward Horror 





J. Russell Warren Dutton, $2.75 


Reviewed by Mark Barron, O.P. 


If you can check your eredulity be- 
fore beginning a book, then This 
Inner Horror is for you. The story 
of a respectable young architect 
whose soul, at the moment of death, 
takes up its abode in the body of a 
thief, it should hold your interest to 
its end. 


If you can dismiss a highly im- 
plausible ratiocination of such an im- 
plausible situation, then you can re- 
ward Father Mabane as a lovable Lon- 
don pastor who should not have de- 
livered himself of the highly un-intel- 
ligible double-talk on pages 93 and 
%. For, granted that such a soul- 
transference were both possible and 
usual, the soul of Richard Carding- 
ton would have been conscious of 
more than a wife and two children, 
and the mind and memory of Steve 
Ugberry would have taken flight for 
a personal appearance before the 
judgment seat of God. 

If you can be interested in such 
omely realities as marital love and 
fidelity, church-going English folk, 
and thieves who have a horror of 
murder, then you will be thankful for 
J. Russell Warren and wish that his 
tribe might increase among writers of 
fiction. 
































Writing For A Living 
-And Some Good Examples 


Reviewed by Riley 
Georgetown University, 


Hughes, 


Article Writing and Marketing 
George L. Bird Rinehart, $3.50 


A complete and valuable guide to the 
writing and marketing of magazine 
articles. Of all the fields of profes- 
sional writing, this is the one the be- 
ginning writer may most easily and 
profitably enter. Mr. Bird, professor 
of journalism at Syracuse Univer- 
sity, takes up the groundwork for 
article writing in terms of the writer’s 
interests and experience, of editorial 
attitudes, and of the professional 
tricks. Examples are prolific: titles, 
‘*leads,’’ queries to the editor are not 
just hinted at; they are explored 
fully. One article is given in full 
from the idea stage, through revis- 
ions, to the published version. In ad- 
dition to trying out the many exer- 
cises, the tyro could profit from 
‘‘slanting’’ this article for a Catholic 
publication. Methods of keeping a 
magazine survey and lists of markets 
are among the valuable appendices. 
Highly recommended for anyone 
seriously interested in writing. 
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Willa Cather’s Last 


The Old Beauty and Others 


Willa Cather Knopf, $2.50 


The three posthumous tales in The 
Old Beauty and Others are done with 


an effortless artistry that makes the 
reading smooth and the effect of read- 
ing, surprisingly exciting. One seems 
to be absorbing the placid stories of 
unspectacular people; but, in retro- 
spect, the stories are crafted and the 
characters distinguished with dis- 
ciplined skill. 


Miss Cather’s writing moves in 
quiet ‘‘old directions’’ through the 
lives of a beautiful woman grown old 
and lonely, an idealistic young school 
teacher, a thoughtful millionaire. 


A representative sample of the 
style is a description of the old beau- 
ty; she moves ‘‘with a peculiar drift- 
ing ease, looking into the distance as 
if the unlevel walk beneath her would 
naturally accommodate itself to her 
footing.”’ 

—Mary Louise Hector 





Cape Breton: Isle of Romance 
Arthur Walworth LG, $2.50 


Cape Breton Island, says Mr. Walworth, is 
the far boundary of the ‘‘ Down East’’ that 
begins at Boston. This island off Nova Sco- 
tia, visited but not spoiled by tourists, re- 
mains engagingly unchanged in its ways. 
Mr. Walworth describes in chatty tourist 
fashion the island’s many scenic beauties 
and its inhabitants, past and present. Scots, 
Catholic and Presbyterian, Frenchmen and 
Miemae Indians share the island in a kind 
of friendly isolation from one another. 
Photographs and specific data for tourist 
and sportsman reinforce the impression the 
text gives of the Ciad Mile Failte (one 
hundred thousand welcomes) awaiting the 
visitor. 
—Riley Hughes 





A Handy Guide for Writers 
Newton Thompson Herder, $3.00 


This is a revised edition of Father 
Thompson’s extremely useful desk 
book. Arranged alphabetically are 
countless items from the indefinite 
article to Zoo: (Zoo, for zoological 
garden. Colloquial). The pages of de- 
tailed information on translating are 
particularly valuable, and like much 
of the other material, including some 
practical advice on variations be- 
tween American and British usage, 
not readily available elsewhere. Some 
experts would probably quarrel with 
the section on punctuation. A good 
browsing book. 
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ARTS AND POETRY 
Bigger and Better Anthologies 


Return to Tradition 
ed. Francis B. Thornton Bruce, $8.50 


Literature: The Channel of Culture 

ed. Francis X. Connolly HB, $4.00 
Catholics are funny people. They blow 
hot and cold. If they aren’t being ob- 
sequious toward their heretical ‘‘bet- 
ters’’, they are Pointing with Pride. 
Anthologies like Father Thornton’s 
are sure aspects of the second attitude, 
though they are just as surely the 
fruit of the first. 

Father Thornton hopes his big col- 
lection of writings from the so-called 
Catholic Revival will kindle a ‘‘par- 
donable pride’’ in Catholic hearts, a 
reasonable hope. Most Catholies will 
be amazed and gratified at the mere 
bulk of the book; some will not even 
think to inspect the quality of the 
writings : anything Catholic is ‘‘tops.’’ 
As a matter of fact, most of its en- 
tries are ‘‘tops’’—up to the American 
section, where the unevenness becomes 
embarrassing. 

Arrangement is chronological-with- 
in-national: English, Irish, French, 
American ; 1830 to the present. This is 
an orderly and easy-to-teach system, 
but it emphasizes the two most ma- 
terial, least significant, factors in any 
spiritual activity—time and place. 
Thus, the compiler regrets the exclu- 
sion of Sigrid Undset, Giovanni Pap- 
ini, Maria (sic) Von Le Fort, and 
Eileen Duggan. ‘‘Their works, so ut- 
terly admirable, were the works of in- 
dividuals and as such fell into no 
framework of the Revival except the 
revival in their own deep-seeing 
hearts,’’ writes Father Thornton in 
his Preface (xix). 

Really now, how ean this be? If 
the ‘‘framework’’ referred to is the 
arbitrary geographical one, then the 
anthology is not representative. Even 
then, the statement is not accurate. 
We do not even have to go along with 
E. I. Watkin’s observation that no 
artist is a solitary pioneer, to recog- 
nize the fact that Papini, for example, 
is one of the leaders of the Italian 
Catholie literary renascence, a faith- 
ful and voluminous contributor to its 
journal, Z/ Frontespizio, and has had 
his part in articulating Italian Catho- 
lie Action—probably the most organic 
and effective lay effort since the Ages 
of Faith. 

How is it that Papini’s works ‘‘fell 
into no framework of the Revival?’’ 


Is he more ‘‘individual’’ than Ches- 
terton ? 

More and more evidences of heroie, 
if underground, spiritual agitation 
are reaching us from Germany, too, 
and it is just possible that Gertrud 
von Le Fort has not been completely 
isolated from it. The same perhaps 
might be posited of Norway or New 
Zealand, but we lack facts. (Inciden- 
tally, all four are included in Over 
the Bent World, by Sister Louise, up 
till now the largest anthology of the 
Catholic Revival.) 

There are many other curious 
statements scattered amid the editorial 
data. These do not jeopardize the 
worth of the volume as a whole, but 
they do keep it from being quite 
definitive. Whatever, it’s the corpus 
of a literature that counts, and this 
book gives a noble account of owrs. 

Dr. Connolly’s anthology follows a 
pattern of concept rather than of 
time-geography. Thus its structure is 
at once more intricate and more flex- 
ible than that of the Thornton work. 
It is free to reach out of bounds to 
pull in any old author who happened 
at the moment to be telling the truth. 
Truth, wherever it is found, is 
Catholie. 

Primarily a textbook for college 
English classes, it seems to follow 
Norman Foerster’s principle that it 
is folly to expect students to think or 
write before they have something to 
think or write about; or St. Dominic’s 
somewhat ealier remark that unless 
one has light one cannot diffuse it. If 
used by an intelligent instructor (and 
none but intelligent instructors will 
want to use it), the text should pro- 
vide what college English courses need 
most of all—motivation. Interested 
adults will find other advantages. 

Providing materials for relation of 
life, literature and the educative pro- 
cess, the content is not comparable to 
those of Father Thornton or Sister 
Louise, but reminds one more of 
Father Flynn’s Prose Readings, de- 
spite differing emphases. It is tradi- 
tional in the larger interpretation of 
tradition as a present, living, creative, 
potential foree, not as fait accompli. 
This forward-looking spirit should ap- 
peal to modern underclassmen and 
adults, encourage them to sterling 
production in both life and letters. 

—M.E.E. 
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The Pundits Pronounce 


T. S. Eliot: A Selected Critique 

ed. Leonard Unger Rinehart, $5.00 

Reviewed by William J. Grace, 

Fordham University. 

This book constitutes an intensive an. 
thology of criticisms of T. 8. Eliot as 
a poet, a critic, and as a social fore. 
There is a wide deviation in ap. 
praisal and in interpretation. On the 
whole, the papers handling T. S. Elio, 
roughly are the more interesting and 
stimulating partly because a good dea, 
of the panegyric is academic and con. 
ventional. 

_John Crowe Ransom, present dis 
tinguished editor of The Kenyon Re. 
view, takes the view that the drift of 
T. S. Eliot’s criticism was heavily 
against the drift of the poetry. In an 
essay by Paul Elmer More, American 
Humanist, T. 8. Eliot’s alleged ambi- 
valence is expressed in this anecdote: 
‘‘T once asked a young student of very 
advanced ideas about art and life how 
he, as an admirer of Mr. Eliot, recon- 
ciled the ‘Waste Land’ with the pro 
gram of classicism and royalism (i.e, 
the divine right of kings) and Anglo- 
Catholicism announced in a recent 
preface. His reply was quick and de. 
cisive: ‘I don’t reconcile them ; I take 
the one and leave the other.’ ”’ 

The most telling paper against 1. 
S. Eliot as a profound or coherent 
thinker is that of Yvor Winters, ‘“‘T. 
S. Eliot or The Illusion of Reaction.” 
This essay constitutes a detailed cr: 
ticism of some of T. S. Eliot’s critical 
dicta and they are made at times to 
appear quite foolish. In regard t 
some of Eliot’s followers, Winter 
eracks, ‘‘If one cannot be profount, 
it is always easy to be difficult.” 1. 
S. Eliot is made to appear not as or 
thodox, but as a deterministic ratior- 
alist of rather light intellectual tim 
ber. Harold Laski believes that Elist 
has mistaken fastidiousness for holt 
ness, and he does not regard Eliot’ 
concern for religion as motivated by 
any other reason than a class interes 
looking nostalgically to the past—# 
a technique of escape for a few chosl 
souls who cannot bear the genertl 
spectacle of civilization in decay. 
Delmore Schwartz looks more symp* 
thetically on the Eliot synthesis 
is deeply aware of the conflicting # 
cial and intellectual elements tht! 
entered into it. 

Meaning of Tradition 

The obviously excellent intellectutl 
qualities of Eliot will not suffer fro 
this pointed criticism, and his claim! 
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STOCKS ‘BOW’ BOOKS 


The Thomas More Book Shop has 
resumed distribution of certain Burns 
Oates & Washbourne titles not avail- 
able in the United States. 

Some popular ‘‘BOW’”’’ books re- 
cently received from the British Isles 
are: 

God’s Way of Mercy—notes taken 
at Father Vineent MeNabb, O.P.’s re- 
treat conferences from 1928 to 1936 
($1.75). 

The Cloud of Unknowing, & Other 
Treatises by an English Mystic of the 
the 14th Centuwry—a spiritual classic 
(5th ed., $2.50). 

The Holy Rule for Laymen—a com- 
mentary on St. Benedict’s Rule by T. 
F, Lindsay ($1.75). 

St. Margaret Mary—meditations by 
Vincent MeNabb, O.P. ($1.50). 

Practical Meditations for Every 
Day in the Year—by a Father of the 
Society of Jesus ($4). 























Subtle Power 






“Books, good ones as well as bad 
ones, are among the spiritual influ- 
ences which manifest themselves like 
the powers of nature, unnoticed and 
irresistible in width and depth.’’ 


—Pope Pius XII in a letter 
to Bishop of Cologne. 
















Pundits Pronounce... 






orthodoxy should be sifted from cer- 
tain political and class concepts that 
belong to a cloak-and-dagger roman- 
tie travesty of orthodoxy. Orthodoxy 
is ultimately founded on a stark and 
crucified Christ. The danger in the 
T. 8. Eliot line of thought is the dan- 
ger pointed) out by Maritain in a dif- 
ferent context—that of interpreting 
orthodoxy wnivocally. 


For Maritain history never repeats 
itself in the same mode; the principles 
of history are constant but everything 
that happens is unique. We must not 
associate the Chureh narrowly with 
the past ; the Church is transcendent. 
With God, time is not. We must not, 
therefore, set up a univocal, arche- 
typical pattern of the past as the 
model of orthodoxy. We must not 
speak of ‘‘returns’’ to tradition; tra- 
dition lives now—we should not wish 
to recover historically obsolete expres- 
sions of it. And in this sense, the pres- 
*nt test of orthodoxy is not its aesthet- 
icism but in its social conscience. 
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New Humanism Evaluated 


American Humanism and 
the New Age 

Louis J. A. Mercier Bruce, $4.00 
One of the few Catholic scholars to 
interest himself articulately in the 
possibilities of contemporary Human- 
ism, Professor Mercier in the present 
book undertakes to trace the dialects 
(if so it could be called) of several 
American exponents—Babbitt, More, 
Hough, Foerster, Hutchins and more 
—to their inevitable resolution in or- 
thodox Christianity. 

It is perhaps as clear a statement of 
the tenets of this nebulous and un- 
finished philosophy as it is possible 
to evoke from the exasperatingly un- 
harmonized materials on which any 
such statement. must be based. Its eri- 
tical usefulness is immense. 

For us the most interesting section 
was that evaluating the achievement 
of Norman Foerster at tha State Uni- 
versity of Iowa. As one who sat at his 
feet during the great days of the 
School of Letters (his creation), we 
felt the full force of his personal no- 
bility and his professional ministry. 
We knew how fine a thing he was do- 
ing—and many hundred other stu- 
dents from all over the continent 
knew it as well. Here was a man who 
practiced what he preached. 

One of his great hopes, beyond 
those expressed in his books, was to 
develop sound Catholic scholars who 
would integrate their faith and schol- 
asticism with his Humanism, and 
through this fusion, in which nothing 
would be sacrificed, carry the Word 
to others thirsting after the living 
waters—in that and other secular 
universities. 

Of course the Wissenschafters won 
out in the end. Mercier, ironically, 
neglects to mention that Foerster is 
no longer at Iowa. There was enough 
resistance to his curricular reforms— 
there could be none to his personal 
ethies, and there was none at all 
among his students—to excite the 
State Board of Education against 
him, and to frustrate his brilliant pro- 
gram, of creative scholarship. The 
School of Letters goes on, and some 
of his best men have remained to per- 
petuate his ideals as they can, but we 
fear that that glorious intellectual 
climate he engendered will not be re- 
captured. 

—Which is, perhaps, one way of 
saying that Hwmanism alone is not 
enough. It is ideally suited to the 
needs of graduate study—and indeed 








to undergraduate studies, as Foerster 
proved so illustriously, despite the 
die-hards and State Board. But it has 
too many meanings to too many men, 
and it is too heroic. It is morality 
without sanction, Christianity without 
revelation or grace. It must logically 
transcend itself or it will deteriorate 
into just the ad-hoc naturalism that 
both true Christianity and _ true 
Humanism abominate. It is very hard 
for mere man to cling to the one-in- 
the-many, to be stable in the flux. 
That is why so many Humanists 
have taken that further step into the 
Fold: they discovered the limits of 
their self-sufficiency. True, some men 
prefer to remain erect, not on their 
knees, as Henry Adams somewhere 
expressed it. True, too, that Babbitt 
resisted any inclination to baptism of 
his doctrine, on grounds that it would 
weaken the integrity, or destroy the 
identity, of that doctrine. But Bab- 
bitt was a giant (ethically speaking) 
and he could hold his own against 
little men. There are very few giants 





abroad today. —M EE. 
Poet Incarnate - 
Rupert Brooke 
Red Wine of Youth 
Arthur Stringer Bobbs, $4.00 


Reviewed by Rev. Thomas Grady. 
An appealing book on Rupert Brooke 

. . Its intent is not primarily liter- 
ary but clearly biographical ; the book 
is not a critique but a life story. And 
although a biography, it is not meant 
to be an exhaustive study of the min- _ 
utiae of the poet’s life and work. 
Rather, it is meant to be a quick- 
drawn portrait of an extraordinarily 
interesting person. The pace of the 
book is rapid ; the author’s judgment 
sympathetic yet just; the style culti- 
vated. The finest achievement of the 
book is its concentration on the dis- 
tinetive gift of Brooke—his personal 
attractiveness. 

As a child, the son of a teacher at 
Rugby, Rupert was well provided for ; 
but he seems never to have received 
the constant attention, the direction, 
the patient disciplining and training 
his high strung character demanded. 
Simply, he was turned loose on life. 
And always he was like some wonder- 
ful, tragic airplane, gleaming silver 
and beautiful in flight but with no 
landing speeds. His intellect was 


94 


alert; his capacity for work was 
great. His imagination vivid, his sensi- 
bility unusually fine, his emotions 
strong and frequently unchecked. 

The course of his life was blind, un- 
aimed, forever changing direction. 
His moods were mercurial, climbing 
to moments of serene poetic exaltation 
and slipping to fretful agonies of dis- 
satisfaction, emptiness, and despair. 

Beneath the chaotic variability of 
his moods and purposes a few things 
really did mean something to him: his 
work at poetry, his friends, England, 
his mother. The real tragedy of his 
death in the Aegean in 1915 was that 
the war gave him something to live for 
and for the first time gave him a bond 
of understanding and sympathy with 
the mass of men—or at least of Eng- 
lishmen. 

Brooke’s appeal _ resolves itself 
down to the fact that he was a poet, a 
sort of incarnation of the idea of poet. 
He was notably handsome. He af- 
fected careless dress and habitual con- 
trariness. Though an ardent friend 
and sometime socialite he had a pas- 
sion for solitude and dreaming. He 
lost manuscripts and luggage with 
equal ease in many parts of the world ; 
dispatched pareels which never ar- 
rived. He fought and died for his 
country. At Skyros, nestled in the 
Aegean Sea, he lies buried in an olive 
grove, his head towards majestic 
white marble cliffs, his feet towards 
the Mediterranean. Under the blue 
sky he lies with the heroes and the 
gods of old. 


It is said that. he never knew God 
and God’s ways. He was all athirst 
for beauty and never knew Beauty, 
athirst for a great love but did not 
know Love, wanted really to count for 
something and did not know the One 
Who held him dear, wanted the key 
to life and never believed in the 
Mystery. 
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Restoring Art to Christ— 


September, 1948 


The New Italian Renaissance 


Not for Art’s Sake 


Maria Serafina Mazza, S.C. 
King’s Crown, $3.00 
Reviewed by James P. Derum. 
The author of Not For Art's Sake— 
the story of Jl Frontespizio—makes a 
contribution of first-rate importance 
and probably of enduring value to 
American and, it is hoped, world- 
wide knowledge and understanding of 
the Italian Catholic literary movement 
of 1929-41. The objective of that 
movement was to make Catholics 


‘‘eonscious of modern art’’—in all its 
forms—‘‘ and 
Catholicism. ”’ 

Both the movement and its organ 
Il Frontespizio (from which it takes 
its name) came into being spontane- 
ously and together, as the striking of 


artists eonscious of 





Master James-- 
The Legend of the Master 


Simon Nowell-Smith, compiler 

Scribner, $3.00 

Reviewed by Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University 

The ‘‘Master’’ is Henry James, now 
conceived by many to be the leading 
(if not the ‘‘great”) American novel- 
ist. Mr. Nowell-Smith is an English 
student of James and a collector of 


- first editions of the novels. The book 


is made up of hundreds of para- 
graphs, of varying lengths, which 
present an impressionistic biography 
of James as friends, acquaintances, 
and fellow craftsmen knew him. 

There are some excellent bits from 
A. ©. Benson and Edith Wharton, 
but perhaps the gem of the collection 
is from Chesterton’s Autobiography. 
G. K. C. reealls the time Henry James 
and his brother William were paying 
a formidable forma! call. Belloc, un- 
shaven and dirty from walking from 
Dover to Rye, came up ‘‘shouting for 
bacon and beer.”’ 

James ‘‘left America,’’ says Ches- 
terton, ‘‘for Europe .. . there on the 
other side of the tea-table was Eu- 
rope, was the thing that made France 
and England, the posterity of the 
English squires and the French sol- 
diers; ragged, unshaven, shouting for 
beer, shameless above all shades of 
poverty and wealth; sprawling, indif- 
ferent, secure—and what looked 
across at it was still the Puritan re- 
finement of Boston; and the space it 
looked across was wider than the At- 
lantie.”’ 
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two matches ignites both. The first is. 
sue of Frontespizio was merely “q 


humble supplement to the general 
catalog of a publishing concern,” 
But it was a supplement authored 
by the genius of Papini, Barge. 
lini, Casini, Hermet, Lisi and Mana. 
corda. Its eager reception caused its 
publishers to let it appear periodical. 
ly, and it became at once an impor. 
tant medium for discussion of artists 
and of all arts, although primarily a 
literary review. 

At the height of a period in whieh 
agnosticism and secularism had sue 
ceeded in divoreing art from morality 
and making it an end in itself, the 
more than 400 collaborators of Il 
Frontespizio, including such foreign 
authors as G. K. Chesterton, Maritain 
and Gerald Manley Hopkins, and led 
by Papini, Giuliottti and Bargellini, 
proclaimed and championed _ this 
counter-revolutionary truth: — Art’ 
reason for being is the contribution 
it brings to the ‘‘perfecting of the 
moral personality of man.”’ 

In Not for Art’s Sake, Sister Sera- 
fina relates the history of, ané 
sketches the chief collaborators in 
literary movement that may well bk 
judged by sueceeding generations # 
one of the most significant of the 20th 
century. For the story of Frontespiaw 
is the story of how in Italy, the o'des 
home of Christian culture, the arts 
were rescued once again from pagal 
decadence and restored to the servite 
of Christian ideals. The book is worthy 
of the far-reaching importance of its 
subject. Scholarly, precise and com 
pendious, it is lively and colorful ani 
written with the sure but light toueb 
of one who has mastered both her sub 
ject and the writing art. 

For American Catholics interestél 
in the contribution that literature cal 
make to Catholie Action—to all inter 
ested in modern literature, this sto! 
of Italian artists who labored with 
brilliant artistry for God’s honor 
glory through the impact of their af 
upon the minds of men, is an invalt 
able work. For it is to be hoped thi! 
in the United States a Catholic liter 
ary movement of such force and bent 
ficience may, sooner or later, develop 
And for such a movement the flamin 
ardor of the Frontespizions, so ab! 
deseribed in this book, might 
light the way. 
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Reviewed by Msgr. I. J. Semper, 
Loras College. 

Dante Theologian 
Patrick Cummins, O.S.B. 







Herder, $6 00 
Inaddition to a new translation of the 
Divine Comedy, this volume contains 
the Dante Eneyclieal of Pope Bene- 
dict XV, a glossary of the proper 
names occurring in the Divine Com- 
edy, and a commentary which runs to 
172 pages. This last feature explains 
ihe title: Dante Theologian. Father 
(ummins is to be congratulated for 
reprinting the Eneyclical Letter of 
Benedict XV, which is as timely to- 
day as it was in 1921. For those who 
are curious about the Chureh’s atti- 
tude towards Dante’s treatment of 
certain popes, the Eneyclieal affords a 
papal exegesis. The informative com- 
mentary on the literal and the alle- 
gorical meaning of each canto will 
prove helpful to the reader who is ap- 
proaching Dante for the first time. 

In his translation Father Cummins 
has aimed to reproduce both the 
rhyme and the meter of the Divine 
Comedy. There are other English 
translations in triple rhyme (terza 
rma), but he claims that his version 
is the first to attempt in English 
Dante’s eleven-syllabled line, in which 
the rhyming word has the accent upon 
the penultimate syllable (rima piana, 
trochaie ending). In the past experts 
have warned that the euphony of this 
form of verse linked together by 
feminine rhymes in the Italian is un- 
attainable in any translation. Father 
Cummins has thus essayed an inter- 
esting experiment. 

More Metrical than Moving 


Of course, since the technique of 
verse is a mechnieal thing, poetry 
cannot exist by virtue of metrical 
form alone. In a word, mere fidelity 
to Dante’s metrical pattern is not 
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el B@enough for a good translation. The 
uM first requisite is that the translation 
rr: 





should be accurate in rendering clear- 
ly the meaning of the text. A second 
requisite is that it should reproduce, 
’ far as possible, the stylistie quali- 
les of the original: in Dante’s case, 
is directness, terseness, intensity, 
“ear-cut imagery, and smooth flow of 
language. To this reviewer it seems 
that Father Cummins has sacrificed 
he finer shades of meaning as well as 
the higher poetic qualities to metries. 
. For instance, he translates the open- 
ig line, Nel mezzo del cammin di 
nostra vita, as ‘‘My path of life had 
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Two Events In the Dante Department 


midmost climbed position.” His line 
contains eleven syllables, with the ac- 
cent on the penult of the rhyming 
word, but it is neither an aceurate 
nor a musical rendering of the origi- 
nal; in fact, the awkward construction 
robs the line of all lucidity and dis- 
tinction. Another example is the line 
spoken by Vergil to Dante immedi- 
ately after they have passed through 
the portal of Hell, which Father 
Cummins translates: ‘‘where thou 
shalt see the wretched people chid- 
den.’’ The word chidden, which is not 
in the original, distorts Dante’s mean- 
ing. It is in the translation solely be- 
cause it is needed to rhyme with wn- 
b'dden, which closes the opening line 
of the next terzina, It is an addition 
that produces, in the context, the 
comic effect of understatement; for 
Virgil is here referring to the plight 
of the souls who have lost God—il ben 
dell’ intelletto, In an accurate transla- 
tion neither additions nor substitu- 
tions are admissible. 

It is a thankless task on the part of 
a reviewer to stress flaws in a transla- 
tion that is spirited and has much to 
recommend it as an interesting experi- 
ment in versification. The reviewer, 
however, has been anticipated by the 
courag ous translator, who in his In- 
troduction admits that his version is 
lacking in literary distinction, when 
he warns the reader that on every 
page of his version will be found ex- 
amples of ‘‘bizarre and uneouth Eng- 
lish.”’ 





Dante’s American Pilgrimage 
Angelina La Piana Yale, $4.00 


As the title suggests, this book is a 
historical survey of the rise and 
growth of Dante studies in the United 
States, with illuminating sidelights on 
American cultural life as well as on 
contemporary Dante studies in Italy 
and England. To those unacquainted 
with the unique vogue Dante has en- 
joyed in America, this book will come 
as a revelation. The treatment is 
scholarly and objective, and yet the 
interest of the reader is never allowed 
to flag. Dr. La Piana has a genuine 
enthusiasm for her subject, and she 
sueceeds in communicating something 
of her enthusiasm to the reader. 

The book calls the roll of the names 
associated with the study of Dante in 
America, of teachers, essayists, biog- 
raphers, and translators, among whom 
the Harvard school stands preemi- 
nent—Longfellow, Lowell, Norton, 
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Master Will 
Made To Order 


Essays of Shakespeare 

George Coffin Taylor Putnam, $2.50 
Could Shakespeare, had he eared to, 
have written better essays than those 
of Francis Bacon, his contemporary 
and the first English essayist? Pro- 
fessor Taylor, of the University of 
North Carolina, eauses Shakespeare 
to speak as essayist by grouping the 
poet’s words together under appro- 
priate headings. Thus Bacon’s first 
essay, ‘‘Of Truth,’’ is paralleled by 
an ‘‘essay’’ made up of the quota- 
tions from ten plays. For some of the 
essays there is the more questionable 
procedure of placing lines from the 
sonnets and other poems as part of a 
statement in prose. One may doubt 
whether this book, any more than 
Babette Deutch’s recent ‘‘moderniza- 
tion’’ of the plays, will, as Professor 
Taylor hopes, ‘‘ prove a way of bring- 
ing Shakespeare back to the people.’’ 

—Riley Hughes 





and Grandgent. The chapters on the 
translations of the Divine Comedy 
demonstrate that America has estab- 
lished an admirable record in this 
field. From 1865 to the present year 
e'even translations of the entire poem 
have been published in America—an 
average of one every seven and one- 
half years. These chapters are invalu- 
able for the light they throw on the 
translations as well as on the contro- 
versies concerning the best method of 
rendering the Divine Comedy into 
English. 

This reviewers is gratified to learn 
that the opinion which he expressed 
some months ago in BOOKS ON 
TRIAL regarding the merits of the 
Binyon translation is confirmed by a 
pronouncement in this volume to the 
effect that the Binyon translation, 
notable for its accuracy, is so suecess- 
ful in the choice of rhymes as to se- 
eure ‘‘a steadier flow of the terzina 
than does any other version of the 
Divine Comedy.’’ 

Dr. La Piana does ample justice to 
the work of more recent American 
Dantists. Monographs and _ articles, 
both scholarly and popular, bearing 
on all phases of Dante study, are list- 
ed in a special bibliography. This fea- 
ture alone makes the book a basie one 
for Dante scholars and the libraries 
of colleges and universities. 
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Slightly Out of Focus 


Today in Cathedral France 
Sydney A. Clark 
McBride, 2nd ed., rev., $4.50 

Reviewed by Julius Frasch Har- 

mon. 

Mr. Clark has written a readable, non- 
technical and charming book. He 
skims lightly over many subjects, im- 
parts much curious and some import- 
ant information, and spices the whole 
with entertaining anecdotes and per- 
sonal recollections. He writes of 43 
cathedrals, including a few churches 
popularly but inaccurately so styled, 
ranging in interest from Mont St. 
Michel and Chartres to poor, de- 
formed Toulouse, and he has the gift 
of touching on many other subjects as 
he goes along. 

He never makes any parade of the 
extensive historical lore and sound 
esthetic judgment that are quite obvi- 
ously his. To call his book a guide 
would be unjust. It is a conversation 
in print. It touches on many things, 
as a good conversation should, linger- 
ing over no subject too long, and mak- 
ing upon the attention no demand 
which would be reluctantly met. 

Mr. Clark would have succeeded 
perfectly in his modest ambition of 
‘writing a light but interesting and 
meritorious book had he chosen some 
other subject. The chateaux of the 
Loire, the cities of the Rhone, the an- 
cient towns and tales of the Langue- 
doc. would have suited his pen because 
they would have been within the 
measure of his thought, which the 
cathedrals of France are not. 

Misses Cathedral Spirit 

To look at a cathedral, built as a 
monument of faith, is to look at more 
than an architectural achievement, 
more than a dwelling place of beauty 
held captive in stone and glass. All of 
these things the cathedrals of France 
undoubtedly are, but they are also 
much more. They are great works of 
the spirit, and to appreciate a great 
work of the spirit is one of the re- 
wards of the nobility of a soul. Mr. 
Clark writes in such a way as to give 
evidence that such nobility of soul is 
his in some degree, but the degree is 
not high enough. 

He indeed does not pretend to criti- 
cize more than esthetically the monu- 
ments of which he writes: to do so 
would require a royalty of spirit so 
far attained only by their one great 
critic, St. Bernard. He does, however, 
attempt to appreciate them, which is 
to his honor even if he does not suc- 
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Juveniles of Another Day 


American Children Through 
Their Books, 1700-1835 


Monica Kiefer 
(Sister Monica, O.P.) 
Foreword by Dorothy Canfield Fisher. 
Reviewed by Dr. Stella Lange, 


St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame. 


This is a fascinating volume that pre- 
sents a miniature social history of 
early America — religion, education, 
medicine, food, dress and recreation 
far more than the title promises or the 
introduction, which speaks in tech- 
nical language of status and social 
patterns, leads one to expect. 

The author in her Preface reveals 
the fact that she is a Religious of the 
Dominican Order, but there is noth- 
ing specifically Catholic about the 
book. Its tone-is completely objective, 
and on occasions one cannot decide 
whether the theories of Rousseau are 
referred to with approval or merely 
with detachment. The glimpses into the 
lives of Colonial children are delight- 
ful; the author quotes from an almost 
bewildering variety of sources, chil- 
dren’s letters to their parents, diaries, 
school books, medical documents and 
books of etiquette. One meets such 
familiar names as Bunyan, Goldsmith, 
Isaac Watts, John Locke, and Benja- 
min Franklin, and, of course, Mother 
Goose, who proves to be French in 
origin. 

There is much emphasis on the pre- 
dominantly religious tone of all chil- 
dren’s literature in the 18th century, 
and our sympathy is evoked for the 
repressed and be-moralized Puritan 
children, who were taught to associate 
God with gloom and laughter with 
Satan, and to consider obedience to 
authority the chief virtue. The spread 
of Deism after the American Revolu- 
tion brought about a change in the 


U. Penn, $3.50 








eeed, and one can only regret he 
should have taken upon himself the 
further attempt to convey to others an 
appreciation he is not yet equipped to 
bestow. 

Several regrettably uninformed and 
mildly blasphemous passages could be 
quoted. They are not numerous 
enough to spoil the book com- 
pletely. They are just numerous 
enough to warn the reader that in 
looking at things through the eyes of 
the author’s mind he will see some 
things out of focus, and the things so 
seen will be precisely those things 
which should be seen most accurately. 


theories of child training, and toler, 
tion, benevolence and practical ja 
terial rewards became the key-notes ¢ 
the new age. 


Are We Progressing? 


Throughout the book there appean 
to be a tacit acceptance of the theory 
that all changes in the treatment ani 
training of children have been gooj 
a theory that does not seem to be e. 
tirely borne out by the present sity. 
tion both in homes and schools. If th 
Puritan child suffered from repressiqy 
and undue subordination to authority 
the present-day child frequently suf. 
fers from lack of discipline and mor 
training. All honor to those wh 
brought back the fairies into the liva 
of children, but there are times wha 
a little of the Puritan emphasis 
industry and the proper subordim 
tion of play to work and the develop 
ment of character might not com 
amiss. 

However that may be, the book i 
well worth reading and will be « 
tremely interesting to anyone whoi 
associated with children or who ha 
a taste for the quaint and antique 
The illustrations, taken from juvenil 
literature of the period, are charm 
ing; the work is well documented ani 
has an extensive bibliography. 





To Supreme Court 


Doubleday & Company, who wet 
convicted in a New York Court unde 
an obscene literature statute, finel 
$1,000 and ordered to suppress 
book, ‘‘Memoirs of Hecate County’ 
have appealed to the United Stat 
Supreme Court. 

It is believed that this is the fim 
ease of its kind to go up to the 
preme Court. 

Agents of the Society to Maint V 
Public Decency, formerly known § 
the New York Society for the Su 
pression of Vice, recently raided thi 
office of Creative Age Press @ 
seized copies of ‘‘ The Gilded Hearst 

According to PW Creative Age# 
torneys deny that the book is 1m 

cent, and say that the publishers 
sider it ‘‘a strong, well written ind 
ment of the near moral bankruptty 
our times.’’ 

Author of The Gilded He 
Charles O. Gorham, has written 
other novel, scheduled to be publisit 
in August by Doubleday. 
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Brush-off 


From a Tsarina 
Tolstoy As I Knew Him 


Tatyana (Tanya) Kuzmins’ aya 
Mae. $5.00 

Reviewed by Rev. J. M, Lelen,Ph.D. 
On the fourth of October, 1895 Fran- 
wis Coppee, the foremost poct of 
France at the time, was  com- 
mandeered to write and read a poem 
to weleome the Tsar and the Tsarina 
of Russia in Paris. They had ecoine to 
sign the Franco-Russian Entente Cor- 
dial—first step to the World War. As 
usual Coppee took me with him to the 
Palace of the French Academy where 
he spoke his verses. So pleased was 
the Tsarina that she came to give a 
friendly handshake to Coppee. But 
before doing the same to me, ‘‘Is this 
your son?’’ she asked. Searcely had 
she uttered the words that petulantly, 
precipitantly, I eried out: ‘‘Impera- 
triee, Empress, only his valet am I.”’ 
My parents were alive and I had to 
safeguard the honor of the family. 

In reply she gave me a glance of 
contempt, of dislike, of disgust I have 
never forgotten. In 1918 specially, 
when she and the Tsar and their chil- 
dren were murdered by their subjects 
in the eave of Ekaterinburg I thought 
of her unqueenly way. Sic transit 
gloria mund2. But what I want to say 
is that on the fateful day of October 
1895 Tolstoi and his sister-in-law, 
Tanya Kuzminskaya, the author of 
this volume, were in the audience. . . 
This memoir has a twofold timely 
value. Tanya Kuzminskaya knew Leo 
Tolstoy as few people were privileged 
to know him. And her memoirs cover 
‘Be of the most interesting periods of 
his life—the years when he was court- 
ing her sister, his early married life 
at Yasnaya Polyana, and the writing 
of War and Peace. As a consequence, 
her aecount is a veritable treasure- 
tate “Ove of biographical material on. Tol- 
poy. Many of his letters in her pos- 
“ssl0n are published here for the first 
ygme in English. Further, the work 
has particular value for the informa- 
tion it provides on the genesis and de- 
velopment of War and Peace. 
The social historian of the period 
I find a wealth of valuable ma- 
id tial in her memoirs. But quite apart 
tm such assets it will be read with 
pleasure as a literary performance in 
* own right. The author has obvious- 
Y learned something from the narra- 
i@ ¢ style of Tolstoy. And she herself 
merges as a positive and altogether 
isorbing character. 
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LIVES OF MEN 
Self-Portraits of Negro Americans 


Witnesses for Freedom 


Rebecca Chalmers Barton Harper, $3.50 


Reviewed by Ruth Fox, classics 
department, The Catholic Uni- 
versity of America; editor of 
**As Youth Sees It’’ column, the 
‘*Interracial Review.’’ 


This is a uniquely planned work 
which should interest students of in- 
terracial literature whether or not 
they agree in toto with the author’s 
interpretation of her subjects. The 
book is a study of Negro American 
autobiography, an analysis and eval- 
uation of 23 self-portraits, from the 
reconstruction calm of Booker T. 
Washington to the present wrath of 
Richard Wright. To those whose 
awareness of Negro autobiography 
begins and ends with Up From Slav- 
ery, this book, offering as it does a 
panorainic view of the field, will be 
particularly valuable. 

Mrs. Barton divides her protagon- 
ists into four groups, each character- 
ized by its mental attitude toward 
the personal problem of race. To the 
‘‘aecommodators’’—the peace-at-the- 
white-price group—belong Washing- 
ton and his three near-contemporar- 
ies, Corruthers, Pickens, and Jane 
Hunter. 

To the ‘‘achievers,’’ for whom the 
question of racial worth is resolved 
by personal abilities, belong five di- 
verse personalities: Powell, the avia- 
tor; Henson, the explorer; Taylor, 
the athlete; Handy, the musician; 
Mrs. Terrell, the educator. These are 
fascinating, generally little known 
chapters in Negro American history. 

Then there are the ‘‘experiment- 
ers,’’ who solve their problem by 
throwing off the burden of race con- 
sciousness altogether. Each, on his 
own road, arrives at his own highest 
good: individual fulfillment. ‘‘The 
value contained in being true to one’s 
self outweighs any consideration of 
race ...’’ the author says. ‘‘ Weary 
of being part of a problem, they seem 
to seek escape into more fruitful 
fields.’’ This is the way of Elizabeth 
Adams, of Zora Hurston, of Claude 
MeKay, of William Braithwaithe, 
Juanita Harrison, Taylor Gordon 
and Eva Thompson. 

The ‘‘protestors’’—from Douglass 
to Wright—‘‘are the social thinkers. 
They are not content merely to relate 


the personal incidents of their lives 
as ends in themselves. Inevitably they 
eonnect up their stories with social 
implications. Probing and analysing, 
they reach out towards the edges of a 
wider framework.’’ 

Glaring Omission 

The blue-print of this book, it may 
be seen, is unusual and extraordinar- 
ily interesting. One should, however, 
read carefully to distinguish between 
the facts of these 23 lives and the au- 
thor’s interpretation of them. Mrs. 
Barton is particularly interested in 
ferreting out motivation. This is a 
complicated business, at best. 

There is at least one curious inter- 
pretation and one curious omission, 
both on the same theme. The first is 
a somewhat superficial, if sympa- 
thetic, understanding of the conver- 
sion of Elizabeth Adams. The omis- 
sion is mention of Claude MecKay’s 
ultimate conversion. Admittedly this 
event occurred after the writing of 
the autobiography (1942) and _ so, 
strictly speaking, is not the author’s 
province. It is, however, a strange 
gap, and the reader who does not 
know the later history of Mr. McKay 
will be cheated out of a full compre- 
hension of his early attitudes: his 
skepticism and his communism. It 
seems to me that by relating this 
phase of the poet’s history to the 
early periods, Mrs. Barton would 
have reached a deeper understanding 
of the autobiography. 

If one were to choose a single most 
valuable aspect of the book, it would 
perhaps be the complete lack of any- 
thing resembling a ‘‘ Negro personal- 
ity’’ or ‘‘minority temperament.”’ 
These are 23 individuals whose per- 
sonalities vary tremendously even 
within the same group. Dr. Alain 
Locke, the well-known philosopher of 
Howard University, sums up the 
point in his preface, when he says, 
‘‘Indeed this most salutary and, to 
the general reader, most unexpected 
discovery and documentation of va- 
riety de-stereotypes the Negro more 
eonvineingly and effectively than vol- 
umes of abstract analysis of the.sins 
and injustices of ‘stereotyping.’ . . . 
This should now be completely out- 
moded with the opportunity to see 
more of the human side of the Negro 
in his infinite human variety.”’ 
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Lady Braintruster 


Woman with a Sword 

Hollister Noble DD, $3.00 

Reviewed by Sister M. David 

Cameron, S.S.N.D., author, ** The 

College of Notre Dame of Mary- 

land’, 

Anna Ella Carroll of Maryland, jour- 
na'ist and legal expert, was not 
pleased at the election of Abraham 
Lineoln. Yet, civilian and woman 
though she was, she came to write the 
most generous and foreeful definition 
of the war powers of the President. 
More than that, she devised the bril- 
iant strategy known as the Tennessee 
Plan. 

Out of her adventures Mr. Noble 
has constructed a biographical novel 
which is decidedly more than just an- 
other page in the library of Civil War 
fiction. Scholarship and __ literary 
power have entered into the writing 
of this tale. It is a masculine concept, 
emphasizing the broad lines of politi- 
eal and military strategy, disdaining 
trivialitics of deseription. Still, al- 
though the dialogue is wooden and 
the motivation far from subtle, Mr. 
- Noble has achieved striking delineation 
of character—particularly of Lincoln, 
Stanton and Sherman. 

Was it worth doing? Emphatically, 
yes. The author has produced a mas- 
terly little study of the political dis- 
abilities of women at the period, com- 
parable to Dorothy Fremont Grant’s 
portrait of an earlier Maryland prob- 
lem in Margaret Brent, Adventurer. 
He has written a clean tale, packed 
with drama and sure to give the intel- 
ligent reader at least two evenings of 
so.id pleasure. 


The Family Way 
It Was Not What I Expected 


Val Teal D, 8 & P, $2.75 
Reviewed by Anne Cyr. 








Fresh and clean as Monday’s wash— 
sparkling with gaiety and delicious 
humor—Val Teal’s book will keep you 
chuckling from the very first page to 
the last. 

One of a large family herself, Mrs. 
Teal decided, at a very tender age, 
that she too would marry some day 
and have a large brood. To that end 
she had prudently selected names for 
nine children. Later she was to hear 
of the great suffering this ‘‘God- 
work’’ entailed. These fears, however, 
were quickly dispelled when she read 
learned articles on childbirth which 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Elephants Remember- 


Their Dead! 


Jungle Man 
P. J. Pretorius Dutton, $3.75 


Reviewed by Desmond Lonergan, 

Quebec writer, 

Any man spending 50 years in the 
African jungles should have thrilling 
stories to tell of that greatest of all 
hunt-grounds. Major Pretorius was 
such a man. Indeed he was more, as 
General Smuts writes in the fore- 
word: the circumstances that pro- 
dueed such a man will never occur 
again. 

The author has a way of recount- 
ing his experiences among gorillas, 
pigmies and cannibals which makes 
the reader feel he has at last found 
an authoritative description of these 
denizens of the dark continent. He 
also explodes some fallacious theories 
about animal life .. . and so gone is 
our last adventurous dream of a com- 
mon burial-ground for elephants. As 
if to make up for the less fanciful 
reality of truth, Major Pretorius re- 
veals curious ways of wild beasts and 
wilder men, such as the almost human 
bereavement shown by elephants, 
which travel miles to visit the resting- 
place of a dead ancestor. 

General Smuts, a man of ready 
adaptability himself, recognized simi- 
lar traits in the big game hunter, and 
enlisted him with the British Intelli- 
gence during the first world war. 
Jungle Man relates an interesting 
sidelight of that conflict, when Major 
Pretorius was instrumental in supply- 
ing information and assistance that 
led to the destruction of the German 
cruiser Konigsberg. 

Copiously illustrated, this book will 
afford genuine pleasure to anyone 
who likes excitement, hairbreath es- 
capes and the charm and mystery of 
places unworn by man. 





explained that such suffering ‘‘was 
all in the mind.”’ 

Readers who hold that this belief 
is adhered to only by those who have 
never had a baby will await the dé- 
noument with the so-called bated 
breath. This occurs a few pages later 
when our heroine, upon finding her- 
self enceinte, finds almost simultan- 
eously that ‘‘it is not easy to keep 
your mind strong when your stomach 
isn’t.’’ Nothing daunted, she tells her 
doctor, ‘‘I expect no pain.’’ His an- 
swer is a hollow ‘‘ Well.”’ 

Being made of pretty stern stuff, 
Mrs. Teal goes right ahead and has her 
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Riding the Texas M 


Circuits St 

Father Jaillet, Saddlebag Priest 

of the Nueces al 
Sister Mary Xavier Author, $3,0 = 
Reviewed by L. V. Jacks, Ph.D, ” 


Creighton University, author of & 3 
“Claude Dubuis.’’ Fi 


In a simple style that verges at ti: Der 
3 : ham Dora 

upon the colloquial, Sister Xavier haf 
related the beautiful story of a pion This 
eer priest, Claude Jaillet, who late it “" 
1866 began his missionary work jy m 
Duval County, Texas. -* 
Introduced to the United States if Gib 
that great organizer and indefatigabi Mais 
worker Bishop Dubuis, Father Jaillef ®" 
became at once another link in thi = 
remarkable chain of French-born aff “5, 
French-bred priests who have admit. 
ably filled so many parish posts inf srer 
west Texas, New Mexico, and Arizomf} Ap 
Urbane, well-edueated men for mos Why 
part, good linguists, with genius ffi ‘ 
adminstration and a personal kindnes = 
that charmed their fellow men, thew et 
missionaries have been the brain ani fg). 
right arm of the church in that lonehf Hous 
but lovely region. Cd. 
Seven chapters of about equi “™ 
length fill the first hundred page ry 
They abound in eurious little ane [er 
dotes dealing with the lives the pe Auto 
ple led, the aftermath of our Cin Self 
War, the religious fervor and neve} Camg 
failing generosity of the Mexican David 
who, even in their terrible poverty Fon 
were often spiritually such admiral porot 
people, and, in a rather guarded may— Jol 
ner, with some of Father Jaillet’s peg Slow 





sonal hardships. 7 
Sister Xavier has accomplished & Mada: 
remarkable evocation of the past. J Hdwar 
Nov 

Sorro 


large family despite the raised 4% Kathe 


brows of her university-bred frien} A Fin 
who believed that ‘‘Nice people bi = 
painted woodwork, one child, ® dinghe 
voted Republican, no matter DO Celest 
hopeless it was.’’ Kather 

Isaac 


In the Teal family religion 8 mp, 
. . B 
normal part of daily life and 3 ed. w. 
taught, one feels, by example as We Fy 
as by precept. The idea of juvél Prone 
t : ° ° , e 
delinqueney’s rearing its ugly h How 


in these healthy, happy surround Now 1 
seems preposterous. — 
Ab 


For all its hilarity, there is ml i. 
meaty substance in this book, § The p 


2 UJ Rae 
for parents and for non-parents. owt 
is a book not to be missed. God, 
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Stories of Converts 


and Penitents 
Dark Symphony 


laura Elizabeth Adams 
Negro girl records her life. 
Confessions of St. Augustine 
tr. Frank Sheed 
Fine translation. 
Granite for God’s House 
Doran Whalen 
Great polemicist, Orestes Brownson. 
This Is My Story 
Louis F. Budenz 3.00 
Traces return to Faith via communism. 


Autobiography of G. K. Chesterton 


Inimitable, of course. 3.00 


Gilbert Keith Chesterton 


9 20 







3.00-1.00 






2 
~] 
-t 
















Maisie Ward 3.00 
Bulky but engrossing. 

Emancipation of a Freethinker 

Herbert Ellsworth Cory 3.00 
On the intellectual side. 

Testimonial to Grace 

Avery Dulles 1.75 
Approach of Harvard man, Impressive. 

Why Rome? 

Seldon Peabody Delany 2.50 





An Anglican minister’s experience. 

And Down the Days 

J.L. Bonn, S.J. 2.75 
Elsa Eckel, Maria Monk’s daughter. 

House of Bread 

(. J. Eustace 2.25 
Another philosophical conversion. 


nye F. A. Forbes (R.C.S.J.) 












A, Sheil 2.75 
itters & memoir charming Religious. 
Autobiography of Eric Gill 3.50 





Self-portrait noted artist-apostle. 
Campaigner for Christ 
David Goldstein 2.50 
History of a Jew’s apostolate. 


What Other Answer? 










Dorothy Fremont Grant 2.75 
John Moody’s niece capitulates. 

Slow Dawning 

Jane Hawes (Mrs. Russell Shiras) 3.00 





Delightfully entertaining confessions. 
Madame Lavalliere 
Edward F, Murphy, S.S.J. 3.00 
Novel of repentance; French stage star. 


Sorrow Built a Bridge 









Katherine Burton 3.75 

A Fire Was Lighted 

Theodore Maynard 3.50 
Two good Jives Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 

la sughter. 





Celestial Homespun 

Katherine Burton 

Isaae Hee ‘ker, Paulist founder. 
The Book of Margery Kempe 
td. W. Butler-Bowdon 3.75 
Remarkable utterance housewife- penitent. 
Along a Little Way 

Frances Parkinson Ke yes 1.00 
How Therese led one woman to the Faith. 
Now I See 


Amold L un n 2.50 





3.50 















A bit ‘‘old-tie’’ for ordinary truth- 
seeker, ; 
The Divine Pursuit ; 
Rachel Maria ( pseud. ) 1.75 


oving account Russian-Jewess’ hunt for 


God, 








BOOKS ON TRIAL 


MORE BIOGRAPHIES - For Purposeful Reading 


2.75 


We Have Been Friends Together 
Adventures in Grace 
Raissa Maritain 

The Maritains’ spiritual journeying. 
The World I Saw 
Theodore Maynard 

Poet-biographer tells his own story. 
According to the Pattern 
Katherine Burton 

Dr. Agnes MeLaren, 
sioner. 

The Seven Storey Mountain nd, 
Thomas Merton, O.C.8.0. 

Spectacular life brifliant Trappist poet. 
The Long Road Home 2.75 
Fast By the Road 
John Moody 3.00 

Financial expert tells how it happened. 


(On Cardinal Newman) 


Apologia pro Vita Sua 


3.00 


3.00 


9 on 


Ist Cath. med. mis- 


ed. Maisie Ward 3.00 

ed. C. F. Harrold 3.50 
His own report—a classic. 

American Essays for the Newman 

Centennial 

ed. Ryan and Benard 3.50 


Some worthwhile papers. 
Centenary Essays 

English importation—significant. 2.75 
Journey into Faith 
Eleanor Ruggles 

Able account Newman’s road to Rome. 
John Henry Newman 


John Moody 3.75 
Satisfactory hist. of conversion. 

John Henry Newman 

C. F. Harrold 3.50 


Stresses literary and intellectual qualities. 
Preface to Newman’s Theology 


Edmond D. Benard 2.25 
Personal, experiential bases. 

Newman, Faith and the Believer 

Philip Flanagan 3.75 


Rugged study dialectics of conversion. 
The Red Hat 
Covelle Newcomb 

Jr. high biog. appealing to adults. 
Young Mr. Newman (Fall, ’48) 
Maisie Ward 4.50 

New materials enrich this portrait. 


bo 
or 
—) 


The Unknown God 


Alfred Noyes 1.00 
Spiritual story English poet. 

From Faith to Faith 

W. E. Orchard 2.00 


Why one prominent minister received the 


Faith, 
(Mother Seton) 


His Dear Persuasion 

Katherine Burton 

Heart in Pilgrimage 

Evelyn Eaton §& Msgr. Moore 2.75 
Fictional presentation. 


Mother Seton 


Leonard J. Feeney, S.J. 2.50 
Whimsical and popular. 

As the Morning Rising 3.00 

White Noon 

Sigrid van Swerigen 3.00 


Two parts of fictional version. 
The Glory of Thy ee 
Raphael Simon, O.C.S.0 2.00 
. Jewish psychiatrist ’s conversion. 


Rebuilding a Lost Faith 
John L. Stoddard 
Standard apologetieal work, 
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Life and Letters of Janet Erskine 
Stuart 
Maude Monahan . 4.00 


Studies brilliant Sacred Heart Religious. 
No Shadow of Turning 
Katherine Burton 3.00 
James Kent Stone, later Paulist Father 
Fidelis. 
Yesterdays of an Artist-Monk 
Dom Willibrord Verkade, O.S.B. 
Charming self-revelations, 


(Group Studies) 
In No Strange Land 
Katherine Burton 2.50 
Sketches Brook Farm personalities. 
Through Hundred Gates 
Severin §& Stephen Lamping, O.F.M. 3.50 
Chapter studies of 40 converts. 


More Holy People 


(this side of canonization) 


Brother Andre of Mount Royal 


2 00 


Katherine Burton 3.00 
Miracle-worker of Montreal. 

Exile Ends in Glory 

Thomas Merton, O.C.S.0. 3.75 


Mother Berchmans, Trappistine in Japan. 

Damien the Leper 

John Farrow 
Martyr of Molokai. 

Father DeSmet 

Helene Magaret 
Jesuit missioner in Northwest. 

Father Dominic Barberi 

Denis Gwynn 3.00 
Passionist who received Newman into 
Fold. 

When the Sorghum Was High 

J. J. Considine, M.M. 2.00 
Martyrdom of Maryknoller Gerald Dono- 
van. 

Merry in God 

Abridyed. from Alfred O’Rahilly 2.50 
New ed. life Wm. Doyle, S.J. 

Madame Elisabeth of France 


to 


75 


4.50 


Yvonne de la Vergne 4.00 
Guillotined sister Louis XVI. 

Difficult Star 

Katherine Burton 2.75 


Pauline Jaricot, founder Prop. of the 
Faith. 

Song of Tekakwitha 

Robert Holland, S.J. 2.50 
Story of Kateri in verse. 

Ragpicker’ s Priest 

Joseph A. Mullin, C.S.Sp. 
Loving sketch Pere Lamy. 

Great Friend: Frederick Ozanam 

A, P. Schimberg 2.50 
Inspired St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

Keeper of the Keys : 

Thomas McDermott 2.50 
General biography Pius XII. 

God’s Jester: Father Pro 

Mrs. George Norman 2.7% 
Martyr in recent Mexico persecution. 

Archbishop Stepinac: The Man and 

His Case 

Anthony Count O’Brien 1.7 
Gallant victim of communists. 

Mystical Phenomena in the Life of 

Theresa Neumann 

Josef Teodorowiez 4.00 
Theological analysis. 

Story of Therese Neumann 


to 
i) 
(—) 


~t 


A. P. Schimberg 2.50 
Popular narrative. 

All the Day Long at 

Daniel Sargent 2.50 


Bishop J. A. Walsh, co-founder Maryknoll. 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


THINGS THEOLOGICAL 
Great Book At Small Price 


Introduction to St. Thomas 
Aquinas 
ed. with intro. by Anton C. Pegis 
Mod. Lib., $1.25 
Reviewed by Beatrice H. Zedler, 
Ph.D., Department of Philoso- 
phy, Marquette University. 


Six hundred thirty pages of the 
Summa Theologica and 49 of the 
Summa Contra Gentiles are con- 
tained in this compact abridgment of 
the two-volume Basic Writings of St. 
Thomas Aquinas, published in 1945. 
Edited by the president of the Pon- 
tifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies 
in Toronto for the beginning student 
of St. Thomas, the present volume in- 
eludes the Swmma discussions on im- 
portant questions of natural theology, 
psychology, theory of knowledge, and 
ethics. 

No one is more keenly aware than 
the editor, of the problems involved 
in selecting citations for a work of 
this kind. Any abridgment of the 
Summa Theologica runs the risk of 
breaking the continuity of the analy- 
sis, and any omission is likely to dis- 
please scholars who have found the 
excluded passages of value in their 
special studies. But Dr. Pegis makes 
it clear both by the title of his vol- 
ume and by his preface that this 
book is not intended for specialists ; 
and by a eareful inclusion of the 
main philosophical questions he re- 
tains the basic order and continuity 
of the original text. 

The reader will find here the key- 
discussions in the philosophy of St. 
Thomas, among them those on the 
existence of God; the divine attri- 
butes of simplicity, goodness, infinity, 
unity; the meaning of creation; the 
spirituality of the soul; the unity of 
man; the nature of intellect, will, and 
free choice; the end of man and the 
human acts by which that end may 
be achieved; the habits and virtues; 
the nature and divisions of law; and 
the necessity and the cause of grace. 
In no ease are brevity and compact- 
ness achieved by citing only a portion 
of an article. 

An excellent introduction by the 
editor serves both to present to the 
beginner and express for the ad- 
vanced student the spirit of the phi- 
losophy of St. Thomas. In an earlier 
work (St. Thomas and the Greeks, 
1943) Dr. Pegis once made the com- 


ment: ‘‘Angel of the Schcols though 
he may be, St. Thomas does not speak 
from some abstract philosophical 
heaven.’’ Here the obverse of that 
comment is clearly set forth, for the 
introduction points out that St. 
Thomas lived and thought in the com- 
pany of his contemporaries and his 
predecessors; that his study of what 
men had thought was the very means 
by which he discovered truth. 

In the last section of the introduc- 
tory essay Dr. Pegis dispels the still- 
persisting illusion that St. Thomas 
merely repeats, with slight variations, 
in the 13th century what Aristotle 
had said in the fourth century before 
Christ. To identify the thought of St. 
Thomas with the thought of Aristotle 
is, Dr. Pegis shows, to misread the 
history of philosophy and to fail to 
recognize the original genius of St. 
Thomas Aquinas, for in fact St. 
Thomas ‘‘breathed into Aristotle’s 
conception of the world a vision that 
ihe Stagirite himse!f had never 
known. ”’ 

A great book at a small price. 





The Literal-- 
& the Allegorical 


The Lord’s Sermon on the Mount 
St. Augustine (tr. John J. Jepson, 8.8.) 


Newman, $2.75 
Like As the Hart 


St. Augustine (ed. intro. G. D. 
Schlegel, O.S.B.) Blackfriars, 50¢ 


Reviewed by Henry J. Willmer- 

ing, SwJ., St. Mary’s College, 

Kansas. 
St. Augustine was the exponent of 
both the literal and the allegorical 
interpretation of Scripture, and in 
these two books we have a good sam- 
ple of each method. In explaining 
the Sermon on the Mount, the great 
Doctor gives us the literal meaning 
of Christ’s words, and suitable re- 
flections that may be deduced from 
them. He regards the admonitions of 
our Lord as so many precepts, bind. 
ing on all Christians, that set up the 
standard for Christian living. Other 
interpreters regard many of the say- 
ings of Christ as counsels, applicable 
to a select few. We commonly speak 
of eight Beatitudes; but St. Augus- 
tine counts only seven as distinct, and 
these he pairs off with the seven gifts 
of the Holy Ghost. 


with 
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Exhorting In 


Christ’s Name 


Christ Is All 

John Carr, C. SS. R. Newman, $2.5) 
This is an eminently practical book 
aiming not so much at doctrinal ex. 
position as at exhortation. Accord. 
ingly, it is in the clear and _ plain 
style of the orator, avoiding 4ll 
subtlety and speaking forthrightly 
and even bluntly. 

In nine chapters, Christ is placed 
before us, as our God, our Teacher, 
our Physician, our Model, our Food, 
our Friend, our Victim, and (in two 
chapters) our King. 

In each instanee, the doctrinal part 
is followed by the practical applica. 
tion, which is based on a comparison 
of what we are with what we should 
be. The moral imperative is upper. 
most and will appeal to all practical 
souls seeking self-improvement, with 
Christ as the model. 

These chapters will be helpful for 
the preacher who is searching for 
‘*practical material’’ for sermons 
They should serve for the public 
spiritual reading in religious house 
and seminaries. Though the style 3 
somewhat monotonously  oratorical 
the great truths are brought out very 
forcefully and in a spirit of earnest 
ness much needed by those who e 
hort in Christ’s name. 

—Rev. Edwin G. Kaiser, 
C.PP.S., 8.T.D. 


Translation is excellent. It reads» 
smoothly and is so clear and _ fluent 
that the book will have an appeal to 
any spiritually minded person. There 
is a short introduction and copious 
notes to the text, with a good index 
for ready reference. 

The most attractive section is that 
dealing with prayer. 

The second booklet is of a very 
different type. It is a sermon 0 
Psalm 41, in which the saint displays 
his gift of subtle penetration and 
ardent feeling. God is the fountall 
of life, the soul is the hart that rests 
not in its search for this fountail. 
Various legends regarding the hart 
are ingeniously used to deseribe the 
process of this continuous search. 

The translation in this work dates 
from the 16th century, in_ whieh 
quaint expressions abound. The It 
troduction of Dom Schlegel is i 
structive, and throws a new light 
St. Augustine’s use of Scripture 
The pamphlet will delight those wh0 
are mystically inclined. 
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The Meaning 


of the Passion 


The Pain of Christ 
Gerald Vann, O.P. Blackfriars, $1.09 


Reviewed by Rev. Edwin G. 

Kaiser, C.PP.S., 8S.T.D., St. Jo- 

seph’s College of Indiana, 
The first six of the chapters that 
make up this little book by the noted 
Dominican writer are a set of Lenten 
grmons preached in Westminster 
(athedral in 1947. The seventh is the 
Aquinas paper, The Sorrow of God. 

The sermons are not in the impas- 
sioned or sentimental vein so common 
to sermons on the Passion of the 
Lord. Rather, they are a deep pon- 
dering on the meaning of the Pas- 
sion, with a fine relevance to the in- 
dividual and to our time. There is 
little of the descriptive detail of the 
actual suffering of Christ, but much 
fruit of the theological piety which 
assumes knowledge of the details and 
applies the lesson to the soul. 

There is much wisdom in these es- 
says. They are as much essays as ser- 
mons, especially the fourth, ‘‘The 
Stillness of Mary,’’ with its empha- 
sis on the activity of the enemies of 
Christ, and on the value of thought 
and contemplation. ‘‘It is not the ac- 
tive and thoughtless who bring good 
to the world; it is the contemplatives 
and those whose action springs from 
contemplation. . . Too often Christ is 
betrayed by action without thought, 
without prayer. It is not thus that 
the world is to be saved. . .”’ 

The Aquinas paper, ‘‘The Sorrow 
of God,’’ is a very meaningful think- 
ing out of the problem of evil and 
suffering, in relation to the divine 
compassion and the more perfect 
manifestation of God’s love in a 
world that is not free from sin and 
suffering. The mystery of true pity 
it harmony with infinite beatitude is 
beautifully treated. The analogies 
found in human love and sorrow help 
‘ward an understanding of this in- 
‘oluble problem. For the theological- 
ly-minded, the little book is excellent. 


DOWN TO EARTH 


Everyday Talks for 
Everyday People 

Cyprian Truss, O.F.M.Cap. 

: Wagner, $2.75 
This collection of talks on the Chris- 
tan attitude towards life and _ its 
problems has much to recommend it. 
he chapters are brief, well-written 
ind pointed in their application to 
® commonplace, but extremely im- 
portant, problems of life. Wisely 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Harvest For The Asking 


Winning Converts 
ed. John A. O’Brien Kenedy, $3.00 
Reviewed by Dr. John J. O’Con- 
nor, Catholic Evidence Guild 
leader, 


Purpose of this valuable and stimu- 
lating symposium is to present the 
most effective methods of winning the 
millions of churehless men and 
women in America for Christ. There 
are 17 elerical contributors, plus 
Clare Boothe Luce. 

Father O’Brien conducted a survey 
of convert work throughout the 
nation. Through the kindness of 
chancery offices and through appeals 
to priests in clergy magazines, he re- 
ceived reports concerning the par- 
ishes wherein unusually large num- 
bers of converts were being won. He 
was startled and thrilled to discover 
that some parishes were averaging 
over two hundred converts a year. 

Perhaps the most significant fact 
brought out in the whole study is the 
remarkable frwitfulness resulting 
from the use of the group instruction 
plan. Virtually every parish report- 
ing an unusually high total of con- 
verts is using the class-room method. 

The study brings out clearly that 
the enlistment of the laity in convert 
work is urgently needed. We agree 
with Father O’Brien that the failure 
thus far to tap the mighty reservoir 
of lay energy and power represents 
the greatest loss to the Chureh in 
America to-day. 

Another conclusion of the study is 
that the radio and newspaper pub- 
licity should be used more frequently. 
More pamphlets should be distributed. 
More attention should be paid to our 
Negro brethren who represent an 
unusually fruitful field for convert 
work. The availability of instruction 
by mail should be brought to public 
attention. 

This volume is intended primarily 
for the clergy. It should be supple- 
mented by a companion volume which 
would make convert methods and 
techniques available to the laity. So 
long as convert making is regarded 
as an exclusive clerical function, the 
number of converts will continue to 
jog along at 100,000 a year. 





chosen examples are frequently em- 
ployed to illustrate all of the topies 
discussed. These often provide a note 
of gentle humor and make the book 
a useful source of sermon illustrations 
for preachers. 

—Thomas Donlan, 0.P. 
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Holiness By 


Correspondence 
In Spirit and In Truth. 


The Doctrine of St. Paul of the 
Cross 


Father Brice (Zurmuechlen), C.P. 
Pustet, $4.00 


Reviewed by Rev. J. M, Lelen, 
Ph.D. 


There have been many monographs 
written on the asceticism of St. Paul 
of the Cross, and one had fancied that 
nothing significant was likely to ap- 
pear anew. Fr. Brice is, however, a 
remarkably competent and sensitive 
scholar. He succeeds in making his 
saint a human being whose quest for 
spiritual insight becomes an experi- 
ence any one ean share. If there were 
a Pulitzer Prize for hagiography and 
it were mine to confer, Fr. Brice 
would have it. 

‘*God is spirit, and they who wor- 
ship Him must worship in spirit and 
in truth.” (John 4:24). These words 
of Christ to the Samaritan woman 
seem to have been the motto of the 
Passionist passionately in love with 
the Cross; they frequently recur in 
his letters and his invoeations—in his 
letters specially. And it is precisely 
from them that Fr. Brice derives his 
data, systematizes an almost regular 
treatise of spirituality. Letters may be 
called the mirror of their writer’s 
soul. Their very intimacy reveals both 
individuality and inwardness. As the 
author says in his Introduction: ‘‘A 
letter is a part of the person who 
writes to you .. . is it not possible to 
piece together these momentary views 
of a man; to grasp something of his 
integral nature from the little parcels 
of his spirit that come stamped with 
the seal of his mind ?”’ 

In the general break-up of the 
frame-work of human society, each of 
us is called on to add to his own weak- 
ness a burden of heroism. We need 
the sternest secrets of wisdom and 
strength. The Cross lies heavy, with 
all the weight of love misunderstood, 
on an ungrateful world, groaning in 
vain, and loathing it ; nothing remains 
but to love the Cross dearly; it will 
bear us onwards, as, with swift prow, 
it cleaves the waters of eternal life. 
What better pilot than Paul of the 
Cross? What better guide to him than 
Father Brice? 
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Three Books for Benedictines 


Reviewed by Wiliiam F. Strube, 
Oblate S.B., University of Chi- 
cago Publications. 
St. Benedict's Rule for Monasteries 
tr. Leonard J. Doyle, Oblate S.B. 
St. John’s Abbey, $2.00 


The School of the Lord’s Service: 
Particular Examen, and Practical 
Application for Every Day of the 
Year, Based on the Rule of St. 
Benedict. 

Bernard A. Sause, O.S.B. 

Grail, Vol. I, $4.00 
The Spirit of St. Benedict: The 
Principles of His Rule for Oblates 
and for the Modern Man. 

Basil N. Aldridge, Oblate S.B. 

St. John’s Abbey, 65¢ 
Each of these books is intended to 
serve a practical purpose. 

Mr. Doyle set about translating the 
Rule of St. Benedict in order to pro- 
vide the reader with a good, readable, 
‘‘modern’’ version. He has carefully 
avoided, for instanee, the usual 
‘“*thee’’ and ‘‘thou’’ and other archaic 
forms that tend to crop up in works 
of this nature. The language is simple 
and direct, and the typographical ar- 
rangement of the text is quite hand- 
some. Additional materials are in- 
eluded, such as dates for the tradi- 
tional daily readings in monasteries, 
but these do not interfere with its 
readability. The new translation is 
based upon the text as edited by Dom 
Cuthbert Butler and by Dom Benno 
Linderbauer, now regarded as authen- 
tie. 


Father Sause attempts to solve a 
dilemma, or at least to remove some 
of its difficulties. Contemplation is 
the proper and particular object of 
the Benedictine abbey, and yet the 
Rule and its principles must be 
adapted by religious leading active 
lives. Addressing himself to the novice 
first of all, but inviting the attention 
of every religious, the author has com- 
posed a series of daily readings that 
eover the eomplete doctrine of the 
Iioly Rule. These are divided into 
twelve leading ideals of St. Benedict, 
of which four are treated in each of 
three volumes. A translation of the 
Rule, by Father Boniface Verheyen, 
O.S.B., is ineluded in the first volume. 
Each volume contains its own bibli- 
ography and index. 

In The Spirit of St. Benedict Mr. 
Aldridge is writing explicitly for the 
benefit of his brother-oblates. Al- 
though the literal following of the 
Rule would be impossible for a lay- 
man, however zealous, Mr. Aldridge 
emphasizes that the prineiples and 
spirit of the Rule can be most profit- 
ably brought to bear in every context 
of daily existence. He offers a syste- 
matie interpretation of each chapter 
of the Rule to show how this can be 
done. It is, in essence, a plea against 
secularism and its evils, particularly 
in relation to the family, work, and 
the state, the three great problems of 


our time. 





**Homo Unius Libri’ No Longer 


The Imitation of Mary 
Thomas a4 Kempis Newman, $2.25-$1.90 
sel. & ed. Dr. Albin de Cigala 
(tr. Dominican Sister) 


Reviewed by Very Rev. Peter A. 

Resch, 8.M., Provincial of Society 

of Mary. 
The two component elements of this 
devotional work had best be econsid- 
ered separately. 

The Marian selections from Thomas 
a Kempis, though without sequence, 
because of their various and varied 
sources, possess value, are often strik- 
ing, and make this book a definitely 
worthwhile volume, deserving of dif- 
fusion among meditative lovers of 
Our Lady. A Kempis speaks with the 
voice of faith and love, with conviec- 
tion and enlightened devotion. The 
best sections of all are those treating 
directly of the sufferings of Mary 
(XVI-XVIII); these pages seem, to 
approach closer, in tone and manner, 


to the Imitation of Christ. As a whole, 
of course, this Imitation of Mary, a 
compilation of texts, remains inferior 
to the Imitation of Christ, an organic- 
ally conceived and constructed work— 
but a book can be something less than 
the inimitable Zmitation and still re- 
main quite a book. 


As regards Dr. de Cigala’s work of 
editing, the division of chapters and 
subject matter under the headings of 
the Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious 
mysteries, does not, as the editor 
claims, make the reading easier, but 
rather more confusing; for example, 
the chapters on the ‘‘Delights of 
Mary’’ and the ‘‘Exultations of 
Mary” come under the Sorrowful 
mysteries; Chapter IT is ‘‘ Duties to- 
ward Mary,’’ Chapter V_ is ‘‘Our 
Duties to Mary.’’ 

As to his commentaries, although 
the compiler makes some penetrating 
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considerations in his three-pointed 
paragraphs, his Homilies and Medi. 
tations are often only vaguely asgo. 
ciated with the A Kempis text. Often 
the Meditation and Homily in the 
same chapter seem to own no mutual 
connection, or a very tenuous one: 
they seem pointed expressly, in many 
places including the Albertinelli frop. 
tispiece, to pious virgins in the world, 
We wonder how they will appreciate 
the Latin ‘‘ Thoughts’’ that come with 
an English one at the end of praeti- 
cally each Meditation. 

Perhaps, spurning the counsel of 
the Preface, we have read more with 
the mind than with the heart. We 
should have tried ‘‘to enclose ow 
heart in that of our Mother.” 





For the Spiritually 


Impoverished 


Meditations For Everyman, 


Vol. I and II 

Joseph MeSorley Herder, $2.50 & $3. 

Reviewed by Rev. J. M. Lelen, 

Ph.D. 

Quite long ago an elderly gentleman, 
a prophet of distinction, and a real 
philosopher, wrote that ‘‘with desola 
tion is all the land made desolate, be. 
cause there is none that consideret) 
in the heart.’’ (Jer. xii. ii). The ar 
of thinking, the habit of meditation, 
are dead in this world. . . In the time 
gone by the custom was to make a lit 
tle meditation every morning, plat 
ning what they would do and how 
they would do their deeds of the day, 
first praying to God for His help and 
‘‘eonsidering Him in their heart.”’ 

It is not so today. Hence our shal 
lowness and lack of godliness. The 
truth of this will not be questioned 
by those who are familiar with thos 
phrases of religious experience whieh 
are the burden of Christian confes 
sion. .. 

I recommend the present hand: 
books of meditations to those who wall 
to be awakened from their letharg! 
and their torpor. They will also fil 
proofs numberless that prayer * 
power and the musie of the matt 
of life. 


Two Indian Books 


My Mass 
Joseph Putz, S.J. , 
Ranchi-Newman, $2.50-41 


Reviewed by Leonor Rangél 

Ribeiro, a citizen of Goa. 
The Catholic Press of Ranchi, Ind& 
deserves to be congratulated on 
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fne publications it has been putting 
out, The two under review are excel- 
lent examples. Father Putz’s My 
Mass fully deserves the enthusiastic 
reception it has received in the Catho- 
lie Press of the United States, Eng- 
land and India, Explaining as it does 
in clear, simple language, not merely 
the ritual but ‘‘the tremendous and 
inspiring reality that is Mass,’’ it 
ought to go a long ways towards dis- 
pelling the not infrequent attitude of 
regarding Mass as an _ inescapable 
Sunday duty. 
% * * 

India Immortal 

Rev. de Meulder, S.J. Ranchi * 
This is a gem of a book. Written for 
the people of India, it would be profit- 
ably read by any people. It is a bril- 
liant exposition of the Catholic faith 
in both its spiritual and temporal as- 
pects. And whether he is dealing with 
religion in the abstract or with such 
topies as ‘‘ Catholic Renaissance in In- 
dian Art” or even ‘‘The Economie 
Strueture of a Nation’’, Father de 
Meulder never fails to please while he 
instructs. But specially gratifying to 
an Indian Catholic is his treatment of 
Hindu philosophy. 

If India is to find peace in the 
Heart of Christ we need more such 
men, and women, religious and lay, 
motivated by a burning faith no doubt, 
but also by that true Christian under- 
standing and divine charity that sees 
and acknowledges Truth and Beauty 
wherever they be found. 

*Not yet reprinted; hence, orders 
cannot be aeeepted.—Editor. 





Three- Way Dialogues 
On Marriage 


Father Jerome and the 
Bridal Couple 
Honoratus Bonzelet, O.F.M. 


Reviewed by Thomas 

0.P. 
Of many recent books on marriage 
Which this reviewer has read, this 
small volume is easily the best. In the 
form of a dialogue between a priest 
and two prospective marriage-part- 
ters Father Bonzelet presents all that 
i$ necessary and most of what is use- 
ful for the proper instruction of those 
Preparing for marriage. 3 

The book is divided into two parts, 
the first dealing with conjugal duties 
and the second with parental duties. 
Each of these parts is composed of 
four short chapters which make pleas- 
ant and informative reading that re- 


SAG, $1.25 
Donlan, 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 
Big Names, New Names... 


BOT Picks a Few Winners 
Among the Fall Juveniles 


The Juvies have become a major 
industry for BOT. In the face of the 
Fall onslaught, we have abandoned 
our late practice of offering an an- 
nual preview of the new titles. Time 
and space have both run out on us. 
So we shall try to pick a few winneis 
for BOT readers—pending, of course, 
critical appraisal as soon as it is avail- 
able—and prepare more extensive 
listings for all who request them by 
post. 

Practically everybody who ever 
wrote a publishable Juvenile has re- 
peated the performance this Fall: 
Lenski, van Stockum, Sr. Juliana, 
Lawson, Seredy, Floherty, Windeatt, 
Lambert, Father Brennan, Charlie 
May Simon, Shannon Garst, Howard 
Pease, the d’Aulaires, Meadowcroft, 
Joan Windham. These juvenile art- 
ists—and many others not so famous 
but revealing fresh and ingratiating 
talents—are the authors and artists 
behind a bumper crop of fine books 
for youngsters. 

As usual, the Catholic showing is 
quantitatively unimpressive. 

A few of the headliners are billed 
below: 

Spiritual 
The Angels’ Alphabet 

Hilda van Stockum $1.50 
The well-loved van Stockum high 
spirits, plus some high spirituality. 
For the littlest Catholics. 

Jesus Comes for Everybody 
Julie Bedier (Sister Juliana, O.P) 
$1.00 
The successful technique of introduc- 
ing the Mystical Body in My Book 
about God distinguishes the Mary- 
knoller’s latest. Elem. 





flects the:40 years of pastoral and 
missionary experience that went into 
the writing. There is such a uniform- 
ity of excellence throughout the whole 
book that no attempt should be made 
to single out any portion for special 
praise. 

Father Bonzelet has done a thor- 
oughly good job of presenting the 
realities and sublimities of marriage, 
and his book deserves to be in the 
hands of those planning to get married 
and of those who are married as well. 
It will prove rewarding reading for 
priests. 


St. Dominic 

Mary Fabyan Windeatt $2.00 
At last, the ‘‘athlete of Christ’’ in 
loving characterization, for everybody 
from junior high wp. 
The Mass for Boys and Girls 

Joseph A. Dunney $2.50 
Plenty of pictures by Weda Yap, and 
simple enlightening text by the author 
of the well-known The Mass. Inter- 
mediate up. 
The Bells of Heaven 

Christopher Bick $3.00 
The story of Joan of Are, told for 
readers of all ages, with wonderful 
Lauren Ford artwork. 
This Way Up 

Father Gerald T. Brennan $1.75 
4th issue of ‘‘ Angel Food,’’ sermon- 
stories for younger listening. 
A Child’s Grace 

Ernest Claxton $2.00 
New American edition, with enchant- 
ing photo-illustrations by famous 
‘*Bannister’’ babies; non-denomina- 
tional but good. Elem. 
Sixty Saints for Boys 

Joan Windham $3.00 
A small he-man’s treasury of mascu- 
line saints, garnered from all the ‘‘Six 
O’Clock’’ books, plus seven new ones. 
Elem. 
All Stars of Christ 

Robert G. North, S.J. about $2.50 
16 chapter studies of boys of char- 
acter, for developing character in 
other boys. H.S. 
Watching at My Gates 

Anna Kuhn $2.00 
Stories of three saints of particular 
relevance and interest to today’s girls 
—Rose Hawthorne, Mother Cabrini, 
Little Flower. 
Secular 
My Diary 

Margaret O’Brien $1.75 
The lovable little Catholie actress re- 
veals her deepest confidences in this 
one-year journal. Elem. up. 
Sam and Superdroop 

Munro Leaf $1.50 
Guaranteed to cure any child of the 


common, usually-fatal disease of 
comic-itis. Elem. 
Nils 

Ingri & Edgar Parin d’Aulaire 


$2.50 
More of the striking d’Aulaire art- 
work in this story of a little Norwe- 
gian American with cowboy aspira- 
tions. Elem. 
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The Reaper Man 

Clara Ingram Judson $2.50 
Biog. of Virginia boy who revolution- 
ized farming—Cyrus Hall MeCor- 
mick, Int. 
The Four Corners of the World 


Robert Duvoisin $3.00 
‘‘The Unbelievable Adventures of 
Francisco Pizarro’’; for historical 
free-reading. Int. 

Doctor Doolittle and the 
Secret Lake 
Hugh Lofting $3.00 


This is the end of the Doolittle series, 
as the beloved author died recently. 
Int. 
Bobbut: A Tale of Tails 

Robert Lawson $2.50 
Author redeems himself after unfor- 
tunate Mr. Twigg’s Mistake, with a 
new chronicle of Rabbit Hill. Jnt. 
Modern Medical Discoveries 

Irmengarde Eberle $2.50 
Scientific stories that read like fic- 
tion—about penicillin, sulfa, plasma 
& other new drugs. Jnt. 
Pretty Please 

Sheila John Daly $2.00 
Grooming for high school girls, in 
familiar Daly jive-jargon. HS, 
Buffalo Bill 

Shannon Garst $2.75 
Portrait of Col. Cody, against fron- 
tier & Indian background, by accomp- 
lished biographer. H.S. 
An Inheritance of Poetry 

ed. Gladys L. Adshead & 

Annis Duff $4.00 
Lovely collection of poetry to enrich 
any reader’s life, with Nora Unwin’s 
drawings. 

Bound for Singapore 

Howard Pease $2.00 
Stowaway dachshund on _ tramp 
steamer adds comedy to tense adven- 
ture material. H.S. 
The Chestry Oak 

Kate Seredy $2.50 
A young Hungarian’s experiences in 
the New World dominate this author- 
illustrated story. Int. 
Behind the Silver Shield 

John J. Floherty $2.75 
The making of a policeman; fine for 
civies reading. H.S. 
Miss Tippy 

Janet Lambert $2.25 
One of the younger Parrishes has 
grown up enough now to be interest- 
ing to junior-high readers. 
Bertie Takes Care 

Henry Gregor Felson $2.50 
Good comedy, fine ideals, in this fur- 
ther chronicle of Fat Bertie. H.S. 
Luke Baldwin's Vow 


Morley Callaghan $2.50 


An event in juvenile publishing, this 
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Older Girls 


Where the Heart Is 

Janet Lambert Dutton, $2.25 

Reviewed by Sister M, Gustave, 

O.P., Visitation High School, Chi- 

cago. 

The housing shortage creates a prob- 
lem for the Drayton family, and they 
seek shelter in the well-furnished barn 
of Cousin Edwin, who is away on va- 
eation and doesn’t like relations. He 
returns home in the midst of a party, 
and soon makes his displeasure ap- 
parent to the unwelcome intruders. 
Christy, 14, with a flair for success- 
ful human relationships, has a try at 
Cousin Edwin. ~ 

The book reads like a modern fairy 
tale; everything turns out too suc- 
cessfully. From the very beginning 
the reader knows how each event will 
be concluded ; the element of surprise 
seems completely lacking. 

The Drayton family is a happy one, 
however, and those who enjoyed 
Candy Kane and object to reading 
anything that will disturb their men- 
tal placidity will probably like this 
story. 





A Wish for Tomorrow 

Jean Dupont Miller DM, $2.50 

Revieved by Sister M. Cecilia, 

O.S.B., St. Scholastica Academy. 
In this rather roseate picture of an 
international Girl Seout camp, the 
author has shown the unfortunate 
limitation of vision characteristic of 
purely humanitarian principles. The 
slogan, ‘‘Understanding through 
Friendship,’’ is developed from the 
theme that, besides our common ani- 
mal nature, there are ‘‘other things 
we can choose to have in common— 
understanding, tolerance, and desire 
to make the world better.’’ 

In this highly selected group of 
young women from all over the world 
a Filipino girl finds relief from the 
racial discrimination she had been 
shocked to find in the U.S., despite 
her father’s forewarning that ‘‘many 
people know nothing about our coun- 
try, and ignorance, as you know, often 
ereates rudeness.’’ Such ignorance, 
however, has no place at Camp Amity, 
where all the girls live together with- 
out benefit of housing covenants, work 
and play together, and even share one 
another’s cultures by the learning of 
native songs. Wisely included in this 
last category are the spirituals taught 
by a Negro counsellor. 





long postponed boy-dog tale by able 
Canadian short-story writer. Int. up. 
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This highly suecessful experimen 
in international friendship is climaxej 
by a conducted tour of the Uniteg 
Nations, seen through the rosy glasges 
of wishful thinking, it seems. For hoy 
could anyone who has followed the 
fruitless debates of the Security Coup. 
cil ever personify that abortive body 
as ‘‘a kindly, fat policeman ?’’ Or how 
could the Trusteeship Council, gasp. 
ing for life amid the storms of Pales. 
tine partition, be compared to 
‘‘mother hen with her many chicks?” 

The author becomes more realistic, 
however, when she turns a critical 
eye upon the less highly selected 
American girl, whose list of values 
for a ‘‘date’’ are: ‘‘he goes to Tate 
University, belongs to a good frater. 
nity, and has a ear of his own.”’ Es 
pecially effective is this penetrating 
criticism when voiced by the small 
fry’s judgment on party dresses as 
‘‘booby traps.’’ Nor is the great 
American school system spared, when 
U.S. teen-agers are called ‘‘ part-time 
scholars’’ compared to the sever 
hour-a-day students of Scandinavia. 

All in all, this book, despite its 
limited vision, is sound and whole. 
some so far as it goes. Moreover, it 
really does offer one constructive 
technique for relieving racial tensions 
in the U.S., ‘‘the country where lib- 
erty and tolerance were born.’’ 





Constancia Lona 

Alida Malkus (il. author) DD, $2.50 
The story of Constancia Lona, inter- 
woven as it is with all the charm and 
romance of South American life, is 
interesting, picturesque, and reveal. 
ing. It holds the attention and inter- 
est of the reader from the first page 
to the last. It seems to open secret 
doors and allow the reader to observe 
and enjoy and marvel at our south 
ern neighbors—their lovely manners, 
their appreciation of the beautiful, 
and, above all, their eagerness to avail 
themselves of educational opportuni 
ties at home and abroad. 

Constance is a lovable charactet. 
Her contacts with people on every 
level of society, her efforts to win 8 
scholarship to a North American ¢d 
lege, her wonderful experiences with 
rich and poor, cultured and erude— 
all combine to make this book a very 
delightful one for all readers from 
senior high school age on up. 

Though the English is. slightly 
awkward on oceasion, and one il 
errors in grammatical constructiol, 
these flaws do not mar the beauty d 
the story. 

—Sister M. Amarella, 0.8.F. 
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A Girl Can Dream 
Betty Cavanna Westminster, $2.50 


Revieved by Sister M, Gustave, 
0.P. 
Loretta Larkin, successful in athleties 
put a failure as far as the social life 
of Avondale High School is concerned, 
writes an essay on flying, and wins 
the prize of a $100 block of flying 
lessons. The conflict is chiefly pro- 
vided by her secret envy of Elsie 
Wynn, who is popular with the boys. 

There is some character develop- 
ment indicated in Loretta’s awakening 
to the fact that one finds true happi- 
ness in developing one’s own potenti- 
alities as a person and not wishing to 
be like someone else. 

This is definitely light reading. The 
action steps right along, the dialogue 
is brisk, and the end is a happy one. It 
isa good book for a hot afternoon. 





Mary Montgomery, Rebel 

Helen F. Daringer (il. Kate Seredy) 

HB, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister Mary of the 

Incarnation, C.D.P. 
General Sherman’s march from At- 
lanta to the sea is the dividing line 
between sturdy little Mary Montgom- 
ery’s girlhood and her fine young 
womanhood. Set forth as a true story 
of the Civil War, the work has ex- 
cellent character values and narrative 
appeal for the late grade and early 
high school miss. The sketches by 
Kate Seredy enhance the southern 
favor. A reference as unfortunate as 
wmnecessary to Gibbon’s Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire makes one 
qualify an otherwise wholehearted 
recommendation of this story. 





Rue Plays the Game 

Josephine Blackstocl: Putnam, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sr. Loretto Marie, 
(.D.P., Academy Notre Dame of 
Providence. 

‘Pay out good money to learn ree- 
teation in college!’’ Such was Aunt 
ura’s opinion of Rue Higginson’s 
ambition to be a play director. And 
her opinion mattered as she was 
financing Rue’s education on condi- 
tion that Rue made straight ‘‘A’s’’ 
her first year, Well, Rue didn’t, but 
why she got to continue anyway, is 
what makes this college story a well 
‘oneocted mixture of study and fun, 
work and romance, tastefully spiced 
With grit and humor. 

It is disappointing, however, to 

with generally wholesome at- 

mosphere, philosophy with which we 
‘amnot agree. For example, the in- 
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correct generalization on page 65: 
‘‘The kind of person you are de- 
pends on just one thing—the sort of 
experiences you have had.’’ Again, a 
statement expressed on page 64 may 
not have been carefully thought out: 
‘‘Sometimes you ean get a thing done 
better when you feel, rather than 
when you think.’’ ‘‘Better things” 
have certainly never been accom- 
plished by feeling to the exclusion of 
reason, If man is a rational animal, 
then any accomplishment worthy of 
the name involves thought. 








Two books within six months is the record 
of Rosary student Sheila John Daly. They 
are ‘‘Party Fun’’ and ‘‘Pretty, Please’’ 
(both $2.00). 





Blue Dowry 
Florence M. Updegraff 
(il. Robert Doremus) H B, $2.75 
A weak, conventionally patterned 
tale for the adolescent girl. Against 
the background of pre-Revolutionary 
Boston and Royalist Eng'and the 
Americanization of aristocratic Eliza- 
beth Harlow is obviously effected. 
Callow assertions about sin, church- 
going, heaven and seemingly 
‘‘weighted’’ allusions to the English 
class system render an otherwise 
vapid story, one to be avoided. 
—Sister Mary of the 
Incarnation, C.D.P. 





Janice, Airline Hostess 

Alice Rogers Hager Messner, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sr. Loretto Marie, 

C.D.P. 
A splendid career romance for 
‘‘young moderns,’’ high school 
through college, is Janice, Atrline 
Hostess. The story has a plot with a 
future—air travel and the people 
who make it click; informational 
characterization—character, personal- 
ity, and temperament necessary for 
this airplane business; and, finally, 
details of training and work that con- 
front an airline hostess. 

The book can be recommended both 
for its informational and inspira- 
tional qualities. 


Older Boys 


North to the Promised Land 
Harold C. Wire Westminster, $2.25 


This, almost adult fiction, is above 
average in interest. It tells of Sid 
Lovell, whose uncle owns a Texas 
ranch. 

Hearing of thousands of acres of 
unclaimed land in Montana, unele 
decides to follow the trail with all his 
possessions, and start a new ranch. 
Adventures are many, but the most 
exeiting is the race between cattle- 
men and ‘‘hoe’’ men for the new 
lands. 

In characteristic movie style, there 
is a romance, which spoils the end- 
ing: Sid’s cousin Martha, just out of 
high school, breaks away from the 
outfit to marry a man whom she has 
known for only two days. The ro- 
mance could well have been omitted. 
Adventure story, good; romance, 
poor. 

—Theresa O’Neil 





Swamp Shadows 

Dee Dunsing (il. Ralph Ray, Jr.) 

LG, $2.50 
This is adventure, pure and simple; 
blood-eurdling adventure that raises 
goose flesh by day, and stands the 
hair on end—the kind of adventure 
that boys in their teens will enjoy to 
the utmost. 

But it is more than adventure; it 
is a story of pioneer courage in the 
third decade of the nineteenth cen- 
tury when the Seminoles were on the 
warpath in the South. The history of 
America will be doubly interesting 
after one has read the story of Hart 
Whitley and Charles Parkson, whose 
desire to help build America by 
building a cabin in the wilderness and 
farming their land brought them 
more adventure than they had bar- 
gained for. Swamp Shadows is a 
starter for boys who haven’t yet 
learned the delights of reading. 

—WSister M. Amarella, O0.S.F. 





Treasure Was Their Quest 

William H. Bunce HB, $2.25 
William Bunce is a competent, versa- 
tile author who has mastered juvenile 
technique. In this book, there is an 
unusual sense of small-town hominess 
and a strong feeling of reality. 

Willie and his friend Ham, with 
springtime restlessness urging them 
to wander, decide to hunt for buried 
treasure near an abandoned house on 
the back road. The story of their ad- 
ventures is excellent. 

—Theresa O’Neil 
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Wild Horse 
Glenn Balch (il. Pers Crowell) 
Crowell, $2.50 
Reviewed by Richard J. Hurley, 
University of Michigan. 


Call it Thunderhead, eall it The 
Golden Stallion, this story of King 
of the Wild Horses, is in the same 
tradition. To the reader of Westerns, 
of horse stories, of those wide lonely 
ranges in the Northwest, this will rate 
a bulls’-eye. 

The struggle of young Ben Darby 
to save King from the horse hunters 
of rodeo fodder, brings a rising tide 
of adventure until the gallant stallion 
is released to lead his band among 
the wild buttes of southwest Idaho. 

A sombrero full of information on 
catching and training wild horses. . 
The vivid deseriptions reflect the au- 
thor’s own excursions into the Owy- 
hee Range and a real ‘‘King.’’ We 
eall attention to his two previous 
horse stories, Tiger Roan and Indian 
Paint. A sure hit with boys and, as 
Ben’s sister is quite a feature, for 
girls, also. 





Shifting Winds 

Leon Ware Whit, $2 09 
A refreshing story of a twelve-year- 
old, Johnny Leach, with a problem to 
solve. It is the tragedy of an adoles- 
cent boy who, loyal to the memory of 
a dead mother, fears the re-marriage 
of his father. Author solves the prob- 
lem nicely as Johnny and his father, 
brought together by a mutual love of 
sailboats, spend the summer at New- 
port Harbor, California. 

This book for young people will ap- 
peal especially to the adolescent au- 
dience to which it is beamed. The 
naturalness of the dialogue captures 
the reality of life as the experiences 
that are Johnny Leach’s in his ae- 
quisition of the art of sailing boats, 
make Shifting Winds a refreshing 
and delightful story. 

—Brother James Alpheus, FSC. 





The Fork in the Trail 
Merlin Ames McKay, $2.50 
Reveiewed by Brother James 
Alpheus, F.C.S., Ph.D. 


Period writings with a distinct local 
atmosphere have been characteristics 
of American literature. Merlin Ames 
purposes in The Fork in the Trail to 
create a distinctive story of the late 
19th century telling of life in back- 
woods Wisconsin, in which the adven- 
tures of Sandy Baxter and Cump At- 
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water furnish the action of the plot 
as they try to raise money for a high 
school education. In the background 
—and part of the plot itself—is the 
depiction of life in a lumber center. 

This is a good boy’s story as it 
delineates the rough struggle for 
progress in a lumber town whose in- 
habitants are completely engrossed in 
its own limited sphere. Whi'e some 
edueators—and parents—may object 
to the abundant dialect (samples: 
terbaceer, I’ll drownd you, purty 
slick), librarians will weleome The 


~ Fork in the Trail as a good story with 


and 
they 


i'‘lustrations more attractive 
binding more sturdy than 
usually eneounter in juveniles. 








Nature-author J. W. Lippincott finds much 
geod in the much maligned crow, tells the 
story of one of them—Caw-Caw—in his 
‘*Blacli Wings’’ (all ages from 12 up, 
$2.50). 





Prisoner of the Redwoods 


Alfred Powers Coward, $2.50 

Reviewed by Beryl Hoskin, Uni- 

versity of Santa Clara. 
A fine historical background en- 
hances the value of this exciting tale 
of Gold Rush days in early Califor- 
nia. Ezra Tracy and Harry Thurston, 
two San Francisco boys, leave their 
secure jobs to follow the gold seekers 


to Seven Giants on the Northern 
California coast. After many dan- 


gerous adventures and much suspense 
and intrigue the boys finally achieve 
their great dream of finding gold. 
The author, formerly editor of The 
Oregon Historical Quarterly, has suc- 
ceeded in capturing the spirit of the 
times. He paints a picture of pioneer 
California with its thieves and mur- 
ders and adventurers, as well as the 
solid side of life with its upright 
citizens, and its great sense of honor. 
A good story for boys in their early 
teens, it is of special interest to the 


Pacific Coast readers, but should have 


wide appeal. For what youth does not 
like fabulous gold rush tales? 
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Older Boys and Girls 


Corn Gold Farm 


Paul Corey Morrow, $2.50 
Reviewed by James M. Shea, 


The Blakes inherit an abandoned, 
eroded farm and in less than two 
years turn it into the most productive 
acreage in Triplet Creek, through 
modern soil conservation methods, 
The hero’s interest in the highschool 
vocational agricultural program is re- 
sponsible for a bumper crop in a year 
when drought burns the neighbors’ 
fields and dries their wells. Earl’s 
suecess touches the book’s two black. 
hearted villains, both of whom serub 
their souls and become his friends. 

Like the disk-farming methods the 
story promotes, the book hardly 
seratehes the surface of rural life, 
The characters are unreal, the situa. 
tions are contrived, the story is in- 
eredible. There is no mention or hint 
of God, no reference to religion. But 
there is, as always, a substitute—in 
this instanee, the Future Farmers of 
America. 

There ought to be an excellent story 
in a family that makes an old, ru 
down farm yield them a living. But 
it isn’t in this book. 





A Note On Children’s Classic 


Another publisher has entered tie 
field of reprints of great books for 
young people, with the auspicious il- 
troduction of the first five titles in 
the Lippincott Classics series—Pinoc- 
chio, Heidi, Robin Hood, Treasure 
Island, and Robinson Crusoe—at $2.0 
each, 

Edited by Angelo Patri and de 
signed by Helen Gentry, these vol 
umes are handsomely projected, with 
attractive format, high legibility, col 
scientious editing, and a washable, 
germ-resistant, and for all purpose 
practically indestructible binding. Al 
together, a good investment for the 
forward-looking library. 

Other popular series of the classi 
Juveniles are the Winston Bookshel 
at $1.25, with its rich color plates; the 
Grosset & Dunlap Illustrated Juni 
Library, with its brilliant decoration 
and endpapers, from $1.25 to the dé 
luxe $3.00 product; and the Seribnet 
Illustrated Classics, at $2.50, with 
their cherishable color plates by 
great illustrators of another genet 
tion—Maxfield Parrish, N.C. W 
and Jessie Wileox Smith. 
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Your Plans for the Future 

Mary Ford Detjen and 

Ervin Winfred Detjen McGraw, $2.00 

Reviewed by Sister M. Cecilia 

0.S.B., St. Scholastica Academy, 

(Chicago. 

To put this book into a student’s 
hands as a classroom text on voca- 
timal guidance would, it seems to 
this reviewer, be equivalent to equip- 
ping a stranger in Chicago with a 
ok of cold facts as a key to un- 
derstanding and building up a well- 
rounded life in the windy eity. 

The point is this: Detjen and 
Detjen would offer to youth on the 
threshold of life, not a philosophy ex- 
plaining why they are here in this 
world and what is their final goal, but 
a detailed road map merely marking 
the speed limits, turns, and hazards 
of the way. And, instead of the meta- 
phorieal pot of gold at the rainbow’s 
ad, a high ideal to spur the youth- 
ful reader on his adventure, these 
authors hold out a eareful compila- 
tin showing ‘‘the yearly income of 
graduates on the three educational 
levels of elementary, high school, and 
college. ’’ 

Although it fails as a satisfactory 
guide book for life, this little volume 
does, in its own restricted field, offer 
fairly complete educational and vo- 
cational guidance on the purely seec- 
war level. It provides a wide survey 
of oeeecupations, together with rational 
teehniques for judging one’s own fit- 
ness and even for obtaining entrance 
into the chosen field. 

Any youth can well use such a 
practical guide book after he has 
larned well the purpose of life and 
its ultimate goal. 














































William the Silent 

Nina Brown Baker Vanguard, $2.00 
Reviewed by Theresa O'Neil. 
Some time ago I reviewed Peter the 
(reat by Nina B. Baker, and I com- 
mented adversely on the author’s at- 
litude toward religion and religious 
people. My sensibilities received a 
‘verer shock when I read William 
the Silent. I find that Mrs, Baker has 
Witten biographies of Juarez, Gari- 
bald, Sun Yat Sen, and Lenin; so it 
Snot difficult to follow the trend of 
* mnd. Her avowed aim is ‘‘to 
read genuine sympathetic wnder- 
sanding among the common people 
ofall nations.’’ She writes of ‘‘lead- 
"8 who have struggled for liberty 
ind the better life.’’ 

William the Silent is definitely 
tlack and white. The Catholies are 
tismal, black-hearted, mean, and un- 
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scrupulous villains, and the Protest- 
ants are shining, lily white. There is 
the usual slimy, slinking Cardinal 
(Granville) who prowls about the 
palace and who always gives evil 
counsel. Philip II, of Spain, is an 
example of the complete religious fa- 
natic. Similarly repulsive are his fol- 
lowers. His father, Charles V, is a 
gross and evil sensualist. But, as to 
the Prince, William of Orange— 
‘*. . . five feet ten inches of bone and 
war-hardened muscle.’’ 

Of course, the noble Prinee, in- 
spired by pure and holy love of his 
people, wishes to help those who 
wou'd free themselves from the bonds 
of Rome. And he views all with a 
beautiful tolerance. 


That the book presents biased and 
unbalaneed history is obvious, even 
granting that facts are correct. The 
author even lists the Catholic Eney- 
clopedia in her bibliography. But, in 
these days when every effort is being 
bent toward a better understanding 
among the peoples of the world, a 
book of this sort is out of place. 

Protestant youths are given a dis- 
torted picture of Catholic people—a 
worldly and unscrupulous Cardinal, 
a sensual king, his fanatical son, and 
even an ex-nun (William’s second 
wife—snatched from a convent where 
she had been held against her will) ; 
all—either weak or evil, as opposed 
to the gallant band led by William, 
who had the courage to break away 
from the old religion. 





The Teen-Age Library 

Frank Owen Lantern, each, $2.50 

Reviewed by Brother James AIl- 

pheus, F.S.C., Labrarian, Chris- 

tian Brothers College, St. Lowis. 

The years of adolescence in the life of 
the average boy or girl are years usu- 
ally of prolifie reading. In an attempt 
to bridge the gap between the books of 
childhood and those of adolescence, a 
series of teen-age shortstory books has 
now been issued. These include stories 
of the west, outdoor stories, sport 
stories, mystery stories, historical 
stories and an anthology of a general 
nature, called the Teen-Age Compan- 
ion. 

The varied nature of the series, its 
selection reflecting in a_ cleancut 
wholesome manner the lives and prob- 
lems of teen-agers, makes this a wel- 
come choice for libraries, parents and 
others who have the responsibility of 
directing the reading of adolescents. 
The Teen-Ager Library, individually 
or as a group, is a good investment. 
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Intermediate 


Argosies of Empire 

Ralph E. Bailey 

(il. James MacDonald) 
Argosies of Empire, a fictionalized 
historical book, supp‘ies background 
for many years of commerce. The 
book divides trade into three parts: 
Phoenician, Venetian, and Portu- 
guese. 

The mixture of faet and fiction un- 
dermines the informative value of the 
book because they are not well bal- 
aneed. Too, it is confusing to jump 
from 1200 B. C. to 1500 A. D., even 
if Mr. Bailey does stop to connect the 
periods in a Doge’s floating palace. 
There are two appendices which are 
dry, but correct. 


—wNister Verona, O P. 


Dutton, $2.75 





In Norway 

Gucrun Thorne-Thomsen Viking, $3.00 
A geographical reference-type book 
of interest to students and those of 
Norwegian ancestry. Gives exhaustive 
data on history, lore, Lutheran reli- 
gious customs, industries, government 
and Norwegian personalities up to 
Trygve Lie; also Norway’s position 
in World War II. Handsome book- 
making. 

—Ruth Elinor Trend 





Manuel Goes to Sea 
Harvey K. Fuller (il. author) Whit, $2.00 


To find a book about Gloucester, Mas- 
sachusetts, was such a pleasure that 
I was attracted to this from the start. 
The numerous pen-and-ink sketches 
are so real that I could almost smell 
the sea and the drying fish. Few au- 
thors are so talented. 

Mr. Fuller has made this story 
short, a wise decision, because boys 
of this generation do not like long 
stories. 


Briefly, the story is of Manuel, age 
12, who is considered too young to go 
to sea, by Uncle Jon, his only living 
relative. The story opens when 
Manuel wakes up very early on a cold 
foggy morning to see his uncle off on 
a fishing trip. A few days later, 
uncle’s boat is reported missing. For 
a while, Manuel works in port, but he 
soon stows away on a fishing boat, 
hoping to find a trace of his uncle. 

The climax is a strain on one’s 
credulity, but boys won’t mind that. 
My class of colored boys loved 
Manuel Goes to Sea. 


—Theresa O’Neil 
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David and His Songs 
Mary Fabyan Windeatt 
(il. Gedge Hermon) 


Grail, $2.00 


This story of a ‘‘shepherd boy who 
became a king’’ is, indeed, a ‘‘book 
for youth’’, especially for the more 
serious-minded boys and girls in their 
teens, whose preference is for fact 
rather than fiction. However, it is not 
without its appeal to those of adult 
years, particularly because of the in- 
terest it arouses in Old-Testament 
characters and events, and the en- 
lightenment it throws upon Sacred 
Seripture. 

We need more such books for 20th- 
eentury youth to awaken in their 
hearts a greater love and reverence 
for the Word of God. The format is 
attractive, the style lucid; the appeal 
should be to all Catholic hearts. 

—Sister M. Amarella, O0.8.F. 





About Jesus 
C. J. Woollen 
(il. S. M. A.) 


Newman, $2.25 


No where do we find joy and sorrow 
bound so solidly together as in the 
life of Christ. The author has con- 
structed an amazing amount of re- 
liable information in narrative form, 
which will be a positive aid in elarify- 
ing Catholic doctrine. Today especial- 
ly, when people are surrounded by a 
multiplicity of cares and occupa- 
tions, we do see the need of a con- 
tinual explanation of these principles. 
Such artful and skillful writing will 
impress the great personality of 
Christ on both young and old, and 
leave each with a sincere desire to 
adopt Christ’s standards in their 
daily lives. 
—Sister Ann Regina, O.P. 





The ‘Hideout Club 

Frank A. Reilly 

(il. Clifford N. Geary) 
Jimmy, a newcomer to town, is not a 
member of the super-special club, the 
Cobras, so he decides to organize a 
one-man club, in an abandoned ¢a- 
boose. When he is alone, however, 
Jimmy is seldom really lonesome, for 
he has a diverting imaginary pal 
named Whiffletree. Jimmy finally ad- 
mits a co-member. They fix up their 
clubhouse, and carry on earnest and 
dignified meetings in strict parliamen- 
tary fashion. 

After an adventure with a villain 
and an Irish policeman, Jimmy and 
his pal make the headlines. Even the 
Cobras join in the general acclaim. 

—Theresa O’Neil 


Rinehart, $2.25 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Catechetical Stories for Children 
William L. Doty Wagner, $2.75 
Reviewed by Sister M. Ann 
Regina, O.P. 


There is no stronger force than eé.- 
ample to teach the truths of Catholic 
doctrine. Father Doty brings this out 
in a striking manner in his short- 
stories built around the Creed, tle 
Commandments, the Sacraments, and 
prayer. All who give religious instrue- 
tion to children will welcome this book 
as a profitable supplement and aid in 
their teaching. The instructions are 
methodical, following the Baltimore 
Catechism with suitable stories adapt- 
able for ail grades. Lay apostles Bill 
Fixit and Tom Mixit, detectives Tub- 
by and Minnie Mullins, and Beppo the 
circus clown are all people with a 
story that will put Catholic principles 
across in a memorable way. 

Father Doty, who at present teaches 
at Cardinal Hayes High School in 
New York, is especially qualified for 
this work as he has spent many years 
with Catholie youth, thereby knowing 
and understanding their problems and 
needs. His book gives the basic prin- 
ciples of Catholicism in such a man- 
ner that even children may have a 
deeper insight into the truths given 
by God to man for his personal santi- 
fication. 





Rose Fairy Book 


ed. Andrew Lang 
(il. Vera Bock) 


LG, $2.50 


From five earlier Lang collections, the 
editors of Rose Fairy Book selected 
18 ‘‘romantie tales that have their 
origin in the Latin languages— 
French, Italian and Spanish.”’ 

The disposition to rejoice over this 
introductory note is discouraged by 
both the stories and the illustrations. 
The former are largely incoherent, 
sometimes ugly, and monotonously 
similar; the latter are precious. 

A few of the tales, however, con- 


tradict the general criticism. 
—M. L.H. 





The Mystery of Grandfather's Coat 
Helen A. Monsell Bobbs, $2.50 


An absorbing book for junior high- 
school girls. A ghost that ‘‘bumps,”’ 
a mortgage, the disappearance of 
grandfather’s coat, form part of the 
fabrie of this colorful story. The con- 
versation may not always sound com- 
pletely convincing, but the book is 
wholesome. 
—Mary C. Dunne 
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A Lois Lenski title is always an event, ani 
‘*Boom Town Boy’’ ($2.50), story of Ole 
homa oil fields, is unusually significant, % 
be reviewed next issue by Theresa O'Neil 











Thunder in the Mountains 
Hilda Mary Hooke Oxford, $2.5) 








Reviewed by Sister Leo Gonzaga, 
S.C. L., St. Mary College, Xavier, 
Kansas. 






Even sixth-graders are interested in 
the hemline that gives their  skirk 
‘*the new look’’—and they are equaliy 
interested in the new approach ti 
legends, and the new twists given the 
story by a_ recognizable current 
phrase, All of this Hilda Mary Hook 
gives them (and their elders) in 
Thunder in the Mountains. 

Illustrated by Clare Bice, a Cam- 
dian artist, and characterized by def: 
nite language features, this is patent: 
ly a Canadian book. And from the 
delightful frontispiece—an_ excerpt, 
like the title, from ‘‘Hiawatha’- 
to the end of the book, readers listen 
avidly 

















... to these wild traditions... 

Full of all the tender pathos 

Of the Here and the HERE- 
AFTER. 


These legends of Canada in ‘ 
sparkling ‘‘once upon a time”’ all 
‘‘long ago’’ spirit fascinate by the 
technicolored American history back 
ground they create. Though talkin 
animals and birds are not accepted by 
many of the sophisticated youngster 
the majority will revel in them. | 

The legend of Good Saint Ann * 
the least acceptable to the Catholt 
reader. Characteristic of the conft 
sion of saint with medieval her, ! 
gives an unusual explanation of th 
Shrine of Saint Ann de Beaupre. | 

Each of these legends has a mote 
that is pointed and expressed in lat 
guage applicable to modern t. 
Typography is excellent. The illustt® 
tions are appropriate, and an 4 
quate bibliography satisfies the adult 
reader’s needs. 

























































Sep 
















September, 1948 


the Christ Child Society there. 


Muddy Paws 
Dorothy Smith 







Crowell, $2.50 





When we were children at home, my 
sisters and I used to periodically go 
through our books and sort out the 
favorites to be placed on a special 
shelf. Pictures and size, though they 
frst attracted us, did not make the 
difference. It was the story. Could we 
hear it or read it over and over again 
and still love it? There were many 
books good for a reading or two; 
after that they merely took up space, 
asolid but pseudo wealth, to be lent 
out freely, not jealously guarded and 
hoarded. 

Muddy Paws is one of the unim- 
portant, innocuous books, a story of 
children, dogs and counterfeiters. It 
has enough rapid movement to keep 
achild reading to the end, but it will 
never be a treasured possession. Get 
this one at the library; save your 
money for a classic. 


























Ricardo’s White Horse 
Alice Geer Kelsey 
(wu. Joseph W. Hopkins) 





LG, $2.25 







Ricardo is a Puerto Rican lad, the 
son of a road-mender. He is given a 
beautiful but wild little white mare. 
The story of how he tames her and 
helps his father so that the family 
wins a prize for the best road-mending 
work will keep boys and girls 10-14 
reading to the last page. The descrip- 
tions of the Puerto Rican life and cus- 
toms as well as a touch of Spanish 
language now and then make Ricar- 
do’s White Horse worthwhile. 





















Fire Eye, The Story of a Boy 

and a Horse 

Maj Lindman Whitman, $1.50 
We dispensed with catechism one aft- 
‘noon and gave the First Communion 
lass at the Christ Child Center a 
treat by reading them Fire Eye. 
Maj Lindman’s books are among the 
lost popular in the Center’s library. 
Her Flicka Ricka Dicka series are 
Worn and tattered from constant read- 
Ig by the six- and seven-year-old 
boys and girls, This new book has the 
‘ime appeal, a simply told story wita 
ul page drawings for each page of 
text. With enough pathos and sus- 
pense too make it very real for young 
taders, Fire Eye is sure to be the 
wsual Lindman success. 
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More Reports from the Omaha Front 


(Covered by Peggy Wall, with the aid of those eager-readers who are clients of 


Mickey Wins His Feathers 

Carl Glick (il. Bill Crawford) Whit, $2.00 
What would we do for stories if 
horses and dogs were non-existent! 
Mickey is a strawberry roan of the 
Spanish-American war days, a ‘‘ crazy 
horse’’ who gets in and out of trou- 
ble with ease and humor. You will 
enjoy the second book of the Mickey 
series. 








Reviewed Peggy Wall liked ‘‘ Desert Ani- 
mals,’’ but her collaborators didn’t, for rea- 
sons given below. It’s still a lovely book. 


Desert Animals 
Rita Kissin 

(il. Helene Carter) 
Your reviewer thought Desert Amn- 
mals would appeal to any youngster, 
with its catchy verses and lovely 
colors—soft pinks and blues, yellows 
and lavenders, blending into the des- 
ert scenes. But our youngsters at 
camp were decidedly not in favor of 
this volume—‘‘the animals are too 
wild and ugly, they give us bad 
dreams at night.’’ Our children are a 
pretty representative group, and I 
bow to superior knowledge. 


McKay, $2.50 





Worzel Gummidge, The Scarecrow 
of Scatterbrook Farm 


Barbara Bower Putnam, $2.50 


Worzel Gummidge is a scarecrow who 
magically comes alive and then turns 
into a turnip face again at wiil 
through a long and boring narrative. 
Why Susan and John, the children of 
the book, bothered with him after the 
first couple of chapters, this reviewer 
cannot imagine. He might have had 
the charm of the Scarecrow in the 0Z 
books ; he might have had the whimsy 
and believable qualities of Pooh. As it 
is he is a disappointing character in 
a dragging, unexciting tale; not worth 
$2.50 of anyone’s money. 
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Monte . 

George Cory Franklin H M, $2.50 
You know when you pick up Monte 
that you are going to enjoy it thor- 
oughly. When you put it down you 
have that satisfied feeling that comes 
with a good story, well told and ex- 
cellently illustrated. The publisher ad- 
vertises Monte as being suitable for 
boys and girls of eight to twelve and 
have vocabularized it accordingly. 
Monte need not be limited to one 
group. All children will love the ad- 
ventures of a grizzly bear from his 
cub days as a pet to his grown-up 
life and battles in the wilderness. 

The descriptions of the mountain 
country, the small details of the 
bear’s life, the vivid picture of the 
seasons, all are accurate and intensely 
interesting. Publisher promises that 
Monte is the first in a series of ‘‘high 
grade absorbing stories’’. May all fu- 
ture volumes be as worthwhile and 
such a pleasure to read! 





Starting Pitcher 


Duane Decker M&M, $2.50 


Whether or not you know anything 
about baseball you will certainly like 
this story of shortstop Eddie Lasky 
and how he became a _ big-league 
pitcher when everyone said his base- 
ball days were over. This has a 
genuinely American flavor. One of my 
ll-year old friends tells me this is 
very good and that all the other boys 
in our neighborhood want to read it 
right away. As the jacket would say, 
‘‘A bang-up baseball yarn.”’ 





A Lion for Patsy 


Miriam E. Mason McKay, $1.50 


Worms and beetles, butterflies and 
daddy longlegs, all insects, hold an 
undeniable fascination for children. 
Consequently preschool youngsters 
will like this story of a little girl who 
wanted a lion for a pet. Patsy found 
a caterpillar one day, ‘‘a teeny-tiny 
lion’’, which finally became a lovely 
moth. The bright and colorful illus- 
trations by Vera Neville help make 
this book better than average. 





Buffalo Gold 

Geraldine Wyatt LG, $2.25 
Mrs. Wyatt has written of the Kan- 
sas of the pioneers in sentences that 
vividly portray the difficult yet re- 
warding life of the early settlers. 
Through the eyes of the boy, Anson, 
we see the prairie blossom and be- 
come home. An excellent story of 
courage and endurance in our own 
country. 
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Actress Margaret O’Brien turns author, to 
give her public an inside story of a year of 
her eventful life, in **My Diary’’ ($1.75). 





Little Joseph 


Lucy Ellen Bresson Sal, $ .50 


It has always seemed to this reviewer 
that very young children and very 
old people find sanctity easier to at- 
tain than those of the in-between age 
bracket. This booklet is subtitled ‘‘ The 
True Story of a Saintly Boy’’ and 
describes the life of Joseph Lampe of 
Ohio. Little Joseph, who died in 1933 
at the age of nine, impressed his par- 
ents, teachers and friends as being 
unusually holy. It was at their in- 
sistence that the book was written. It 


is as unexciting as the life of most 
nine-year-olds and probably will ap- 
peal only to those who knew ‘“‘ Little 
Joseph.’’ 





Cathy Carlisle 


Martha Johnson Crowell, $2.25 


This is one of the stories, perenially 
popular with girls 10-14, which make 
an adult wonder how she ever waded 
through dozens of the same. Cathy 
Carlisle has an unpredictable family 
and consequently life is pretty excit- 
ing for her as she learns to ride 
horseback, acquires her first beau and 
helps her artist father to sell his 
paintings. Harmless—and how we do 
devour it at a certain age! 





Heather Hill 


Elleston Trevor 
(il. Stephen J. Voorhies) 


LG, $2.50 


Mr. Trevor has written an animal 
story in which the little creatures 
think, talk and act as human beings 
do. It is a sleepy, dreamy tale, and 
this reviewer could barely get beyond 
the first half of the book. If you ex- 
pect to find here the wonderful ap- 
peal and whimsical charm of A. A. 
Milne’s Winnie the Pooh you will be 
much disappointed. A boring book! 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Elementary 


Animal Sounds 
George F. Mason 
(il. author) 

Reviewed by Helen Kane Dou- 


cette. 


Morrow, $2.00 


This slight, expository volume by a 
natural scientist will be of interest 
particularly to young neophytes in 
natural scienee, who will find herein 
the animal world newly disclosed 
through the avenue of sound. Begin- 
ning with a= glossary of animal 
sounds, Mr. Mason deseribes_ the 
beauteous voices of the songbirds, the 
night birds’ lonelier cries, the ludi- 
erous ‘‘brays’’ of the Magellan pen- 
guin, and the ‘‘booms’’ of the comi- 
eal prairie chicken. 

Musica! abilities are revealed in in- 
sects, in the spring orchestration of 
the frogs, and in the grasshopper 
mouse’s operatic essays. The most sur- 
prising scientific progress is shown 
by the bat’s system of supersonic 
‘‘radar.’’ Homelier sounds are the 
raucous roar and bellow of the bear 
and alligator, the call of bull moose 
and coyote. 

While oceasionally seeming to lack 
scientific verification, Mr. Mason’s 
facts have been largely gathered at 
first-hand and his black-and-white 
sketches lend realism to his text, 
which a less seanty use of anecdote 
would have enlarged and. enlivened. 





The Eskimo Store 

Ann Lange Whitman, $1.50 

(il. Gladys Rourke Blackwood ) 
What little girl, reading The Eskimo 
Store, will not be sighing for her own 
set of diminutive ‘‘mukluks’’ and her 
prized fawn-skin parka? This is the 
delightful story of Ann, the trading- 
post girl, and her Eskimo pal, Nancy. 
In it, the happiness of young friend- 
ship, of gift-giving, and of the dear- 
est wish fulfilled sparkles like a 
frosted Valentine in a _ setting of 
starry snow. A simply-told tale for 
beginning readers, to which both au- 
thor and artist have contrived to 
give the most charming interpreta- 
tion. 
—Helen Kane Doucette 





Country Fireman 
Jerrold Beim 
(il. Leonard Shortall) 


Youth’s perennial fire-fighting in- 
stinet finds glorious expression when 
Ricky helps the volunteer firemen ex- 
tinguish a threatening: brush blaze, in 
Country Fireman. Makeshift maneu- 


Morrow, $2.00 
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vers on a buggy in the barn are gq] 
rehearsals for the big show, whe 
Ricky’s elevation to the front seat 
a real fire engine clanging its way ; 
a real fire is a matter of actual, if g 
though still highly unbelievable, fy a 
Leonard Shortall’s pictures, in gf rn 
propriately dashing reds and bhatt 1 
blend well with the urgency of tym b 
story. . 
—Helen Kane Douweett, & es 





A 

Penny Goes to Camp n 
Carolyn Haywood Morrow, $2008 tey 
(il. author) te¢ 


Carolyn Haywood’s Penny Goes i * 
Camp is an amusing tale of the mp ™ 
mer experience of Penny and }i 
brother Peter. The author’s lueij 
style, combined with her humory 
sense of the situation, makes {} 
book always pleasant reading. Sow 
of Penny’s and Peter’s adventures 
camp carry the reader to the poi 
of chuckles. The joys and activitis 
of camp life are so well depicted thi 
the reader must become captivated }j 














y. 
camp life, as did Penny and Pete 
—Helen Kane Dowette & Th 
Al 
I 
Ginnie and Geneva The 


Catherin Woolley Morrow, $2 Ma. 


Ginnie is a child of traveling pareni} tho 
and has never gone to school bef tn 


until she enters the fourth grade 4 re 
Lincoln. Her adventures in learn \, 
to get along with other children, a « 
especially with Geneva, the mm Me. 
popular and important girl in t " 


class, make this little story a stu 
in the psychology of people. Ther# Th. 
a possibility that it has rather a ¢ 
adult approach, but the clear s 
and very simple language show ,,,. 
make it a good companion for th® bein 





and fourth grade girls. Og sure 
—Beryl Hoskin 

retu 

relay 

The Little Heroes of Hartford ff ‘“ 
Genevieve Cross Cross, # John 
(il. W. C. Brigham) veriy 


Beeause of the loyalty and smartiqy an } 
of two children, the Oneida In 


are won to the American side, in # am 
story of the Revolution. ene lig 
Washington is shown as an UDR tot ; 
standing, kindly man, who appr bla 
ates the intelligence of the youngs# = 


The book is authentically {@ 
noted. The last chapter is made up] App 
musical notation for the songs 4 

, dur The | 
marches which were popular 4 cept, 
the Revolution. the 

—Sister Verona, 02% we 


nly 


0 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS © COMMENTS @ RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher, or author. 


The following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price are shown, followed by one or more pertinent 
review excerpts from leading publications, or by Com- 
ments or Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by mem- 


bers of our own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


American Building 

James Marston Fitch H M, $5.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘, . . The author seems 
terribly determined to mold American archi- 
tecture, and past and future history, and his 
stubborn readers, into the prickly forms of 
an enthusiastic but not fully precipitated 
‘social consciousness.’ The doctrinaire char- 
acteristics of the work spur the reader, but 
limit the book by leading into blind alleys 
... contradictions and unconvincing ration- 
alization . . . disappointment. . . 

“Mr. Fitch establishes historically and 
logically, if not startlingly, that building is 
a social act, laden with social-economic- 
political meaning. . . Much of the beating 
he gives capitalism rightly falls on the en- 
tie back of the mass industrialism he 
briskly praises. . .’’ 

AWR 


The American Democracy: 
A Commentary and an Interpretation 

Harold Lashi Viking, $6.50 
The Register: ‘*, . . An attempt to under- 
mine religion and advance the cause of 
Marxism . . . is the conviction of the au- 
thors of two reviews of the book in the cur- 
tent issue of the Review of Politics, pub- 
lished at Notre Dame university. . . Dr. 
Aaron I. Abell, and . . . Rev. Thomas T. 
MeAvoy, C.S.C. . . 

“Mr. Laski’s greatest target, says Father 
MeAvoy, is the Catholic Church. ‘His 
hatred of the Church is ill-disguised ...’ ’’ 

4—DIS 


The American People 

Geoffrey Gorer Norton, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*. . . reveals us as a people 
temperamentally rebellious against all au- 
thority, constantly harassed by the fear of 
being sissies, pitiably in need of being as- 
sured that we are a success, and craving 
for love without feeling any obligation to 
return it . . . will provide an instructive 


— and some good topies for table 
t k.’? 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
sorpt: **. . . eool and critical analysis by 
am Englishman . . . admittedly ineomplete 
-.. deals with only about two-thirds of the 
inhabitants . . . limited to the last ten 
years... makes no reference to the role of 
religion . . . two introductory chapters owe 
tot a little to Freudian concepts . . . hardly 
wanced . . . may not even be representa- 
ive. . . seores a number of neat hits. . .’’ 
4—SAT(WR) 


Appointment on the Hill 

Dorothy Detzer 
Commonweal: ‘*. 

Cept, and ee 


Holt, $3.00 
. a tribute, a pre- 
. a warning. The tribute is to 


®men and especially the women who . 
We struggled in the cause for peace... 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent 
C-I—Current Interest 


F—F avorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 


School . TFA—Too Far Advanced . A—For Adults 
DM—Doubtful Merit . WR—With Reservations . U— 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded O—Offensive or 
Objectionable . DIS—Disapproved . REC—Recom- 
mended REV—Reviewed MSO—Mature Students 


Only 


Miss Detzer acted for twenty 
Washington lobbyist for The Women’s In- 
ternational League for Peace and Free- 
COs. sca”? 

A—SAT 


Asylum for the Queen 

Mildred Jordan Knopf, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘*. . . Our handsome hero, is a 
French aristocrat enamored of Marie An- 
toinette. Comes the Revolution, and he tries 
dlesperately to save her life. ... Then he 
emigrates to the Pennsylvania wilderness to 
establish a refuge for the Dauphin. . . 

‘*Meanwhile he has affairs . . . with five 
women , .. the descriptions of these amours 

. all equally explicit. 

‘«. . . he goes through a series of re- 
ligious spasms, abandoning Catholicism be- 
cause (it says here) the quest for spiritual 
perfection is ‘narrowing,’ ‘crushing,’ and 
finally concocting a faith ‘that belongs to 
me and no one else.’ 

‘«. . . has all the standard equipment of 
the ‘historical’ extravaganza, including 
lashings of melodrama and some uncommon- 
ly rank bestiality. And it is busting out all 
over with howlers concerning Catholicism. 

9? 


: es ” 


The Babe Ruth Story 

Babe Ruth (as told to Bob Considine) 

Dutton, $3.00 

The Sign: ‘*. . . the Babe’s own version as 
told to Bob Considine . . . interesting, not 
only for its exact recounting of his own 
fabulous career, but also for the many side- 
lights that he giyes on managers and play- 
ers with whom he was associated ...a 
colorful story, told with humor. . . deserves 
its place among the legitimate contemporary 
autobiographies, ’’ 

A—HS—F—REV (p. 48) 





The Berkshires: The Purple Hills 
Roderick Peattie Vanguard, $5.00 
The New York Times Book Review: ‘‘. . . 
an adequate presentation, written with local 
pride leavened by modesty, covering matters 
of tourist interest. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


EXISTENTIALIST NOVEL 
The Blood of Others 

Simone de Beauvoir Knopf, $3.00 
America: ‘*. .. One of the amazing things 
about the leading Existentialist writers— 
Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, Camus and the 
Catholic, Gabriel Marcel—is that they are 
equally at home in the field of philosophy, 
drama or novel. In this piece of fiction, 
Mademoiselle de Beauvoir tells a skillful 
story and at the same time artfully insinu- 
ates her philosophical point. . . 

‘‘Grave spiritual disorders brought about 
by the war have no doubt aroused wide in- 


years as 


F10—For Information Only. 


terest among the French in the atheistic 
Existentialists’ re-examination of the eternal 


problems and in their peculiar affirma- 
ee 

AWR 
Civilization on Trial 

Arnold J. Toynbee Oxford, $3.50 


The‘ Sign: ‘*. . . he is obviously a believer 
and is sincerely trying to understand Chris- 
tianity’s role in saving the world. But with 
all due respect for his sincerity, it can be 
noted that the best things in Civilization on 
Trial have already been said in books like 
Maritain’s Theonas and Dawson’s Progress 
and Religion.’’ 
A—MSO—SAT(WR)—REV (p. 45) 


The Coming of the French Revolution 
Georges Lefebvre (tr. R. R. Palmer) 
Princeton, $3.00 
America: ‘‘This eareful account of what 
happened in France during the year 1789 
. was first published in July, 1939 in 
Paris. . . Its author . . . is unquestionably 
the world’s leading authority on the French 
Revolution. . . The book is outstanding for 
the clear pictures . . . of the different classes 
of French society as they existed. . . It 
strikes one as a sound, reasoned study. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


The Damsel Debonaire 

Maurice Walsh Lipp, $2.75 
The New York Times: ‘*. . . actually ... 
a love song to the gracious homes of Ireland 
and the horse-breeding, whisky-drinking folk 
who dwell in them and manage to keep them 
intact by dint of perseverance, rugged labor 
and miracles. . .’’ 


Defeat in the West 

Milton Shulman Dutton, $4.50 
America: ‘‘ Milton Shulman, a Canadian In- 
telligence Officer, spent eighteen months 
after German’s defeat studying its causes. 
The result . . . a very interesting book 
which is to a large extent based upon inter- 
views with German senior officers and the 
perusal of many unpublished German docu- 
ments . . . not very original in its political 
judgments, but very valuable as a revelation 
of the weaknesses displayed by a totalitar- 
ian regime. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Desert Parade 

William H. Carr Viking, $2.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . Carr, former Asso- 
ciate Curator of the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York and now resi- 
dent in Tucson, has provided the ideal com- 
panion for the visitor to (the Southwest 
desert country) . . . many photographs . . 
sharp, clear, revelatory, beautifully repro- 
duced.’’ 

A—SAT 
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A Handful of How-to-Do-It Books 


Kodachrome and Ektachrome: 
From All Angles 
Fred Bond (photos by author) 

Camera Craft, $6.50 
3rd edition of what may be con- 
sidered the ‘‘definitive’’ handbook on 
color photography; ably written, by 
one who knows not only his subject 
but also its relations to other forms of 
expression; beautiful in format, and 
superbly illustrated with some of the 
author’s own work in technicolor. 
Seems to us indispensable equipment 
for every camera-bug, professional or 
amateur. 





Flash in Modern Photography 


William Mortensen Camera Craft, $4.50 
What Kodachrome and Ektachrome is 
to color photography, professional 
camera-man Mortensen’s work is to 
the art of portraiture and documen- 
tary stills. True, proof of its merit 
should be derived from action testing, 
but as a manual it seems a model of 
its kind, with good workmanlike prose. 
practical approach thoroughly 
grounded in scientific principles, an 
abundance of reproductions, and a 
willingness to share with beginners ex- 
pensive technical secrets of Hollywood 
methods. 





Your Craft Book 
Louis V. Newkirk g& Lavada Zutter 
Int’n’l Textbook, $5.00 


Very effective for parents hard put 
to keep their children amused at home, 
as well as for development of ingenu- 
ity & dexterity, and encouraging the 
habit of making with the hands. Prac- 
tical & elementary, with highly colored 
illustrations, simple directions, & an 
interest in keeping expenses down by 
using old discard materials. 





Household Mechanics 
Karl L. Bedell & Ernest G. Gardner 
Int’n’l Textbook, $2.75 
2nd trade edition of a book of domes- 
tic marvels; covers all sorts of pro- 
jects, useful & otherwise, in realms of 
electricity, woodworking, painting, 
papering, metal-working. As BOT is 
in favor of anything that will keep 
the home intact and its members in 
harmony and happiness, we heartily 
recommend this sort of thing, particu- 
larly when it is well done. 





Woodworking for Everybody 
John G. Shea & Paul N. Wenger 


Int’n’] Textbook, $2.75 
The art of making—and making with 
wood: informal, non-technical sug- 


gestions & directions for fashioning 
furniture, home accessories, bird- 
houses, amusing decorations & practi- 
eal gadgets—anything that comes’ in- 
to one’s head; with a fund of back- 
ground info concerning materials, 
tools, tool care, joining, finishing, 
blueprint reading. Fascinating mod- 
ern interpretation of one of the most 
ancient & honorable of crafts. 





Science Experiences with Home 
Equipment 
Science Experiences with Ten- 
Cent Store Equipment 

C. J. Lynde Int’n’1 Textbook,each $2.00 
Two handbooks for the _ scientific- 
minded youngster or adult, with clear, 
simple directions & pix; useful for 
amusing shut-ins or the children on 
rainy days, for boys’ elub work, for 
parties; scientific explanations in an 
appendix. By a professor emeritus of 
physies at Teachers College, Columbia. 





Fashions Since Their Debut 

Carrie Wilson Int’n’1 Textbook, $2.00 
2nd edition summary of women’s 
basic fashions, from early Egyptian 
modes through 1945 A.D. Vivid at- 
one-glance sketches, minimum of text. 


Should be useful in costume study. 





The Book of Nature Hobbies 

Ted Pettit (il. Don Ross) Didier, $3.50 
A collection of intriguing experiments 
involving plants, trees, animals, birds. 
Teaches some first principles of na- 
ture. Vivid illustrations. Fine for the 
amateur, especially the urban-dweller 
on his oceasional junket to the forest 
preserves. 





Discovery 

Virginia Chase Mae, $3.50 
Extension: ‘On her fortieth birthday 
Laurel Drummond began to analyze her life 
and found it wanting in purpose... she 
suddenly discovered the complete aimless- 
ness of her existence. . . 

‘‘The whole book is concerned with her 
continuing search for some satisfying mode 
of self-expression. After a year of emo- 
tional instability she finds the answer to her 
quest. The writing is capable but in no wise 
does the recital of Laurel’s woes demand 
any mental effort. . . In one way the novel 
is an unintentional argument against 
planned families. . .’’ 

AWR 


The Disruption of American 
Democracy 

Roy Franklin Nichols Mace, $7.50 
America: ‘*This significant contribution to 
the great mass of historical literature on 
the Civil War is an original interpretation 
of the causes of the war and a thorough 
examination of American politics in the late 
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1850’s. . . This monumental account of 
litical conflict combines a vivid picture ¢ 
the leading personalities with a rich bac. 
ground of incidental but important & 
tails...’’ 

A—F 


Divorce Won't Help 

Edmund Bergler Harper, $3,() 
Daniel F. Cleary in The Commonweal; ‘, 
Makes a strong case for monogamy purdly i 
terms of psychiatry. . . The discriminatiy 
reader who happens to believe in such thing 
as sin and personal guilt can step aroun 
such of Bergler’s Freudianism as is ine 
sonant with Catholicism without losin 
either the merit of Bergler’s psychiatric em, 
clusions or the reader’s faith. . . A gooi 
treatment of a vital problem. . .’’ 

A—F(WR) 


Eight for Eternity 

Cecil Roberts DD, $3.0) 
Chicago Tribune: ‘*. . . tired and tiring 
sterile and stereotyped . . . lacks inspin- 
tion and—judging by the cliches, bromide, 
stock characters and stock situations—pe 
spiration, too. .. At book’s end Mr. Rober 
breaks the novel’s back with the final in 
plausible straw: he brings all his seven mai 
characters ‘to life’ again for a jam sessin 
on the meaning of Cassino. The eighth vis- 
tor (brace yourself) is none other than & 
Benedict, founder of the abbey, and dei 
these many centuries. It was only with dif: 
culty that I repressed my laughter in tk 
presence of a saint.’’ 


The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . a competent 
written story. . . The conclusion is not ven 
convincing, but the stories of the seven ma 
have enough interest and suspense to holi 
the reader’s attention.’’ 
A—DM—REV(p. 56) 


Experiment in World Order 

Paul McGuire Morrow, $4.0! 
The Sign: ‘‘. . . well-written and faseins 
ing . . . author does not attempt to whitt 
wash English history but rather to sho 
that the British Commonwealth has bec! 
what it is in spite of many faults and mt 
takes, . . Paul McGuire writes with persut 
sion, common sense, and a dry humor d 
his own. . .’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 4) 


Father de Smet 
Helene Magaret Bruce, $43! 
The Register: ‘*. .. It has the genuine flaw 
of the early Northwest in which the Jes 
missionary worked, and a beauty of sti 
and thought that makes it unforgettable.” 
A—F . 


40 Years After: Pius XI and the 
Social Order 

Raymond J. Miller, C. Ss. R. 

Radio Replies, $2 

The Sign: ‘The encyclical of Pope Pius! 
on reconstructing the social order. - - 
an extensive commentary following 
paragraph [applied] to the concrete 
nomic and social realities of the 
States in this year 1948... For fifie 
years, Father Miller has worked oD te 
commentary. The result is one of the 
valuable books in the whole literatur 
papal social teaching.’’ 

A—F 
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BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
Great Mischief 

Josephine Pinckney Viking, $2.75 
The Catholic Transcript: ‘‘. . . The light, 
arch tone of the book is so greatly at odds 
with the subject matter as to have a chill- 
ing, if not sickening effect. 

‘‘Besides, every sophistry concerning good 
and evil which has ever been proposed, is 
strenuously rehearsed. A very queer and of- 
fensive piece.’’ 

A—NR 














Harp in the South 
Ruth Park HM, $3.00 


America: ‘*. . . realism that is convincing 
beeause the author has the ability to see 
those magnificent human qualities that sur- 
vive miraculously in the midst of wretched 
surroundings and what could easily be com- 
plete hopelessness .. . a rich novel. . . 

“If there were not so much else to ree- 
ommend the book, one would make much of 
the fact that it is a good regional novel. . .’’ 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘*. . . It 
has pathos and warmth to balance its sordid- 
ness. Some of the sensual detail is ques- 
tionable. ’” 

A—F(WR)—REV (p. 14) 

How to Stop the Russians— 
Without War 

Fritz Sternberg Day, $2.00 
America: ‘*. . . a small though rather am- 
bitious book by a German Socialist. of long 
standing. .. The aggressive Russians, writes 
Mr. Sternberg, can be stopped only when 
and if we ally ourselves with the progres- 
sive non-communist forces in every country. 
Only such a policy will work; the other, 
ie, an atomic war, is bound to fail. . . 

‘.,. there is no longer any doubt as to 
what Russia. wants and by what means she 
achieves her objectives. To say she would 
stop her expansionist aggression if we but 
adopted a ‘progressive’ policy, is to fail 
to recognize the grim reality of the present. 
..» Russia’s appetite grows more and more 
insatiable after each country she swallows 

. she must eventually find her doom in 
4cataclysm similar to... [that of] nazi 
Germany. ’’ 

4—F 









































LAS CASAS 
Imperial Mission 
Reinhold Schneider (tr. Walter Oden, 

il. Michael Ayrton) Gresham, $3.00 
The Catholic Transcript: ‘‘The life, spirit, 
and work of Bartholomé de las Casas... 
a fascinating work . . . a biography and 
a interpretation pared to the essentials and 
‘mploying fictional devices for highlighting 
‘+. ¢atches the personality of de las Casas, 
the quality of his mind, the temper of his 
‘ul, his ardor and intransigeance, his ap- 
Pehension, application, and defense of 


Principle . . . of notable contemporary sig- 
lifieance, . .?? 


4—HS—F—REV (p. 54) 


The Incredible Crosby 

arry Ulanov Whit, $3.50 
The Sign: “*. . . a saga of success that 
‘ould be duplicated no place but in Amer- 
tie - - in most respects, an inspiring 


“ 



















- ups and downs are accurately and 
umorously chronicled in this light-weight, 
padded biography that succeeds to a re- 
matkable degree in capturing an elusive 
Personality. . .?? 


4—H8—F—REV(p. 48) 
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Innocents 

A. L. Barker Seribner, $2.50 
Riley Hughes in The Commonweal: ‘‘. ..a 
book of short stories by a young English 
girl who won the Somerset Maugham Award 
. .. there is ironic play with the idea that 
childhood owns a fierce kind of experience 
and adulthood a weak chink of innocence 

. stamped with firmness of purpose and 
astonishing control. Miss Barker is more 
than observant; she is penetrating. . .’’ 

AWR 


The Iron Curtain 

Igor Gouzenko Dutton, $3.00 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . confession 
from one who was born into the Soviet sys- 
tem and whose mind was conditioned not 
only to accept without question the exercise 
of ruthless power but even to admire it as 
an expression of stability and strength... . 





A thought-provoking document . . . written 
with considerable literary skill.’’ 
A—HS—F—REC—RED (p. 45) 
The Land of Shorter Shadows 
Erle Stanley Gardner Morrow, $5.00 


The Commonweal: ‘‘For rocking chair tra- 
vel, this book on lower California ... by a 
very popular mystery story writer . .. will 
do.’’ 

A—SAT 


Latin America, An Historical Survey 
John Francis Bannon, S.J. and 
Peter Masten Dunne, S.J. Bruce, $6.50 
America: ‘‘, .. They have spared no effort 
to make their work complete, and they have 
largely succeeded. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


Lincoln and the War Governors 

William B. Hesseltine Knopf, $4.50 
America: ‘*. . . Claiming that the Civil War 
was an economic and political revolution 
which changed the North as effectively as 
the South, the author traces the evolution of 
the old Union into a national government, 
shows how Lincoln personified that revolu- 
tion and describes the confusion, disunity 
and bitterness engendered throughout the 
North by the clash of economic systems and 
constitutional ideas . . . highly interesting 
and convineing. . .’’ 

A—SAT 
Lost Illusion 

Freda Utley Fireside, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*. .. biography with the impact 
of an intense novel. . . Seen through her eyes 
and heart, the ordeal of Russia is not polities 
or sociology but human pathos. . .’’ 

The book is of general interest, and it 
will provide additional clues to our contem- 
porary analysis of Russian psychology. . .’’ 

A—REC 


LITERARY GUILD 
Lucinda Brayford 

Martin Boyd Lipp, $3.00 
Condensed from review by Marie Faust: 
‘“Cambridge in 1858 to Cambridge in 1942 
is compass of this well-written novel of Eng- 
lish life with its Australian variations. . . 
The luxurious simplicity that characterized 
gracious living a generation ago has given 
place to that strange counterfeit of devour- 
ing excitements that mark this age of vio- 
lence. Respect for convention rather than a 
sense of obligation or religious conviction 
influences the conduct of many charac- 
ters. . . Lucinda’s seeming loyalty to her 
stricken husband is a very poor thing when 
weighed against the immorality of her 
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Catholic Confederate 


Rebel Raider, Raphael Semmes’ 
Cruise in the C.S.S. Sumter: 

ed. Harpur Allen Gosnell, USNR 

Chapel Hill, $3.75 

Lieut. Comdr. Gosnell has rendered a 
distinet service both to the student of 
American history and to the generat 
reader who likes an interesting, truth- 
ful narrative of adventurous affairs. 
The present volume is an abridge- 
ment of Raphael Semmes’ Memoirs. 
originally written in 1869 and pre- 
sumably long out of print. Gosnell 
has composed a short preface and a 
preliminary chapter and from time to 
time has supplied other material that 
illuminates uncertain passages. 

Semmes was a Marylander of 
French-English stock, a Catholic, a 
member of an old family, a man of 
strong convictions and courage, who 
educated himself in large part by his 
own determined efforts and who 
studied navigation and law with 
great zeal. 

After he had resigned his commis- 
sion in the Federal Navy, in which 
he had an honorable career, and had 
thrown in his lot with the south, 
Davis sent him north to buy various 
vessels and supplies for the confeder- 
ates and Semmes traveled about free- 
ly and even got quantities of powdcr 
and pereussion caps that he shipped 
south by express. The attack upon 
Fort Sumter, April 12, finally put a 
stop to this business. Semmes’ son, a 
cadet at West Point, became a major 
in the Confederate army. 

The narrative, which is crammed 
with adventurous and exciting epi- 
sodes, really ends when Federal ves- 
sels finally blockaded the Sumter at 
Gibraltar. A final chapter sketches 
some of the highlights of the Alabama 
affair, with which Semmes is more 
generally associated. 

Some of Semmes’ statements will 
make Northern historians smile: e.g., 
in regard to the Sumter he writes, 
‘‘In six months she disorganized 
Yankee commerce to a degree from 
which it never recovered.’’ Never is a 
long time. Nonetheless this is a valua- 
ble and interesting book, written in 
a lively manner and _ handsomely 
bound. 


life. . . One wishes that the God’s-eye view 
of hfe and its meaning which closes the 
final chapter had come earlier. . .”’ 
A—DM—REV (p. 269, Vol. V1) 
James Madison, 1780-1787 
Irving Brant Bobbs, $6.00 
Paul Kiniery in The Commonweal: ‘‘... The 
first volume referred to Madison as the Vir- 
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Federal Aid for Schools 
President George S. Benson of 


Harding College, Searey, Ark., whose 
pithy, pertinent paragraphs are at- 
tracting increasing attention in vari- 
ous newspapers, says that when the 
president of Yale University declares 
that he wants no part of Federal 
grants for educational purposes, for 
fear that direct federal grants would 
imperil the independence of the Uni- 
versity, and bring interference and 
eontrol at Yale, so also educators in 
general should realize that such 
grants to public education would 
bring control by Washington over 
local educational functions. 

‘*Federal aid to schools,’’ he says, 
‘‘is a strong step toward socialization 
and is neither necessary nor desir- 
able.’’ 

Under a bill now up before the 
Senate, $300,000,000 Federal aid 
would be granted—on a basis of at 
least $5.00 per child. Apparently, aid 
would be given to all states whether 
or not needed and there would be no 
provision to give Federal funds in aid 
of non-publie school children. 





ginia revolutionist . . . 1751 to 1780. This 
second volume, which speaks of Madison as 
the nationalist . . . 1780 to 1787, the so- 
ealled critical period of American history. . . 

**More than forty pages of explanatory 
notes indicate the research that preceded 
the writing. . . An excellent index increases 
the utility of an exceptionally fine addition 
to American biography.’’ 

A—F 
Magic Shadows 

Martin Quigley, Jr. 

Georgetown U., $3.50 

The Sign: ‘*.. . the origin of the art-science 
of motion pictures and its necessarily co- 
related field of optics from the time of Aris- 
totle to the successful production of motion 
pictures today . .. should be recognized not 
only as an invaluable source for those inter- 
ested in the technical aspects of the subject 
but also as a popular story of the origins of 
motion pictures.’’ 

A—HS—F 
The Making of an Insurgent 

Fiorello H. La Guardia Lipp, $3.50 
The New York Times: ‘*. . . slender volume 
of memoirs. . . Many good stories, but few 
revelations . . . an explanation of the mak- 
ing of an insurgent. . .’’ 

A—SAT—REV(p. 48) 


The March of Muscovy: Ivan the 
Terrible and the Growth of the 
Russian Empire—1400-1648 

Harold Lamb DD, $3.75 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . Lamb is a capable 
specialist in historical inquiry and writ- 
ing . . . readable and, all unpendantically, 
instructional. . . The book could be used 
without great strain by either side in the 
present world dispute. . .’’ 
The Sign: ‘‘. .. the growth and expansion 
of Muscovy from the fifteenth to the mid- 
dle of the seventeenth century. . . His main 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


sources . . . are Russian history textbuoks 
and chronicles, . .’’ 
A—SAT 


The Marriage of Claudia 

Rose Franken Rinehart, $2.50 
The Catholic World: ‘*. ..a good novel! ... 
a decent, alive, fascinating tale, that is suf- 
ficiently sophisticated for modern grown- 
ups, yet concerns virtuous people. . . We 
like it, we recommend it. . .’’ 


AWR 
CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB 
Michael 

Owen Francis Dudley LG, $3.00 
The Catholic Transcript: ‘‘. ..a_ tract 


rather thinly and very awkwardly disguised 
as a novel. After some tedious, and at times 
ridiculous, preliminaries, it comes to grips 
with the matter at which the author is aim- 
ing and makes its points, but it is the 
passages of straight argumetn, rather than 
the attempted fable, which best communi- 
cates the doctrine.’’ 

A—SAT 
The Mirror of Magic 

Kurt Seligmann Pantheon, $8.50 
The New York Times: ‘*. . . a history of 
magic in the Western world, written on a 
grand scale and pictorially crammed with 
woodeuts, diagrams, thaumaturgic spells, 
cireles, seals and similar magical esoterica 

. writing .. . lacks fluidity. . .’’ 

AWR 
Miss Mallett 

Burke Boyce Harper, $2.75 
America: ‘*. . . a competent and timely 
novel which vitalizes the American school- 
marm... a clear insight into the problems 
and pleasures of teaching . . . refreshing 


vigorous . thoroughly down to 
earth. . .’’ 
A—F—REC—REV (p. 11) 
Mirabeau 


Antonina Vallentin (tr. E. W. Diches) 
Viking, $5.00 
Biog. French Revolution figure, first pub- 
lished in France two years ago as two 
books. 

A—SAT 
Miss Ulysses from Puka-Puka 

Florence (Johnny) Frisbie Mae, $3.00 
America: ‘‘. . . fifteen when she finished 
writing this autobiography and, judging by 
the results, her father’s teaching methods 
should be made compulsory. . . 

‘¢. . . this child of a South Sea trader 
and a Polynesian mother tells of her ex- 
traordinary childhood . .. a singing story 

. of a zest for living, the natural beau- 
ties of the islands, the pride of the natives, 
and the love of father and children and the 
memory of a beloved mother. But. . . not 
without its dissonances. . .’’ 

AWR 


The Mote and the Beam 

Percy Winner HB, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘This novel about po- 
litical intrigue, love, spiritual frustration, 
Paris night clubs, Roman slums before, dur- 
ing and after World War II while evi- 
dently intended as a serious tour de force, 
succeeds chiefly in giving an impression of 
immaturity and prolixity. It is what a Boy 
Seout, a bit on the precocious side might 
produce after a few lurid experiences, real 
or vicarious, in the wicked spots of Europe 
with an eye to impressing the ‘hometown 
ke 

A—U 
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Nehru on Gandhi: A Selection from 
the Writings and Speeches of 
Jawaharlal Nehru 





Day, $2.00 

The New York Times: ‘*‘. . . the most sig. 
nificant passages on Gandhi from the yo. 
uminous writings of Jawaharlal Nehru , , 
remarkably unified and moving account of 
Gandhi’s impact on Nehru and on India 
could almost be called a_ nuclear 


)9 
. 









work. . 


A—SAT 






Newman and Bloxam: An Oxford 
Friendship 

R. D. Middleton Oxford, $6.00 
Joseph J. Reilly in The Catholic World; 
‘¢ John Rouse Bloxam, six years Newman's 
junior, was an Oxford graduate, a clergy- 
man of the Chureh of England .. . and for 
a time Newman’s curate. . . Twice after his 












ccenversion Newman urged Bloxam to follow tel 

in his footsteps but in vain... " 
‘*To read this richly documented book is 

to realize afresh the acuteness of Newman’s The 





mind, the richness of his spiritual gifts, and 
the almost incredible attraction of his per 







sonality. . . No Newmanian can afford to 
miss it.’’ 
A—F 






No Trumpet before Him 

Nelia.Gardner White Westminster, $3.00 
A Methodist: pastor, an acknowledged fail 
ure, is transferred to a larger parish, where 
his problems multiply. 








America: ‘*.. . a struggle worth studying, 
but the book itself must be read for a 
appreciation not only of the final outcome 
but of the details. Unusual skill . . . lenés 
charm to the story and tends to lighten 
the pathos of the minister’s seemingly 
hopeless struggle against both himself ani 
his environment. . . There is little of the 
spiritual in most of these so-called Chris 
tians, and even the best of them seem t 
regard divorce as the normal solution fot 
domestic troubles. . .’’ 

AWR—REV (p. 13) 










Nothing Ever Happens Sunday 
Morning 
Blanche Cannon 
Ruth Byrns in The Commonweal: ; 
Ennui is the only feeling evoked .. . this 
story is about a Sunday morning in the 
home and church of a Mormon bishop whos 
son had seduced a village girl. . . On th 






Putnam, $2.7 


“cc 
ee 












whole . . . dull and depressing. . .’’ 
A—U 
politie 
On the Marble Cliffs A— 





Ernst Juenger New Directions, $2.5! 
H. A. Reinhold in The Commonweal: “..: 
Only those who lived under Hitler are able 
to gauge the amount of visible criticism 
contained in a book like this . . . the bot 
is confused and confusing. . .’’ 

AWR 










Our Unknown Ex-President: 
A Portrait of Herbert Hoover 
Eugene Lyons DD, #24 
Walter Trohan in Chicago Tribune: “. + 
The book is warmly and at times glowing! 
written, but that is because it seeks to 
rect a historical injustice. Mr. Lyons "aX 
nows away myths and malignities alike 
reveals a distinctly human personality. «: 
‘*Before passing final judgment om 
Hoover everyone who has been free 
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qitical judgment in the past—and I must 
onfess that your reviewer was once in the 
font rank of the stone throwers—should 
rad this work. It will do the reader more 
god, perhaps, than it does Mr. Hoover.’’ 
A—HS—F—REV (p. 46) 





President Roosevelt and the 

Coming of the War, 1941 

Charles A. Beard Yale, $5.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*, sequel to his 
‘american Foreign Policy in the Making, 
1932-1940,’ Dr. Beard culminates his indict- 
ment of Franklin D. Roosevelt for involving 
the United States in World War II... 

“It is curious to find emotional hatred 
of Roosevelt so harsh and unrelenting. . . 
The chief value . .. lies in its documenta- 
tin . . . its conelusions cannot be accepted 
in view of Dr. Beard’s bias and the admit- 
telly partial nature of the evidence upon 
yhich he bases them. . .’’ 

4—F—REV (p. 46) 


The Prevalence of Witches 

Aubrey Menen Seribner, $2.75 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . writes satirically 
about a country he calls Limbo. . . Limbo re- 
wmbles a frontier province of India. . 
Witehes are held responsible for evil .. . the 
people have no sense of sin... 

“When he expounds his views on morals 
aud ethics and inquires into the nature of 
niracles, he is definitely unsound. ’’ 
4—DM—REV (p. 68) 


Quench the Moon 


Walter Macken Viking, $3.00 


The Sign: ‘*, . . a most curious Irish novel. 
Inthe main, it lacks the pungency and lilt 
of most others . . . appears to be sedulously 
nddeled on a romantic type of American 
ition, glib, superficial, stereotyped, and 
mally accented. There are superior pas- 
ges, but, in sum, a slick mediocrity.’’ 
AWR—REV (p. 11) 


he Reshaping of French Democracy 

Gordon Wright R & H, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*, the story and 
nblems of governing France since her 
liberation in 1944. Mr. Wright, professor of 
story and third seeretary of the American 
Pubassy in Paris during the war, writes a 
‘lear, blow by blow description of the mak- 
ing of the constitution of the Fourth Re- 
publie . . . the new political forces . . 

ire major parties. i 








. . De Gaulle’s political 
“ord and influence . . . it clarifies the 
re and dilemma of France today. . .’’ 
—F 























NEW DEAL POLITICAL PILLS 
te Rise and Fall of Third Parties, 
m Anti-Masonry to Wallace 
Wiliam B. Hesseltine . 

Public Affairs, $2.50 
rt Commonweal: ‘‘ Evolved from articles 
tthe Progressive and lectures delivered at 
ue University of Maryland .. . offers a 
id, personalized and assertive survey of 
“it parties and their marked contributions 
‘American political growth. . . 

“+. pages on the Socialistic parties, the 
Deal, Past and Present, and the Wal- 
, Novement are especially enlightening. . . 

fessor Hesseltine writes: ‘that the 
Deal was in some respects a failure 
m the beginning . . . because its experi- 
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ments and its expedients were designed for 
political effect. .. 

‘*Social legislation without democracy, he 
deseribes as an opiate for the people. 
‘Steadily the New Deal moved away from 
the democratic freedom,’ and in due time, 
it ‘used the Army against recalcitrant cor- 
porations,’ sought ‘to bring labor under the 
executives’ control’ and ‘insisted upon 
peacetime conscription for American youth’ 

- no intelligible treatment . . . political 
pills for the social and economie ills of a 
nation. . .’’ 


A—F 


The Rise of the Spanish American 
Empire 
Salvador de Madariaga Mae, $5.00 


The Commonweal: ‘‘To most liberals, de 
Madariaga’s absorbing history of the Span- 
ish dominion in America will be anathema. 
For Madariaga has brought to bear the 
weight of his great scholarship in a pioneer- 
ing effort to destroy the ‘all but universal 
prejudice against imperial Spain.’ ... 

** ¢Tn the Anglo-Saxon world,’ he writes, 
‘it is an article of faith that Spain means 
cruelty and oppression.’ Behind this limited 
view of Spain as Conqueror and Inquisitor, 
however, lies a very simple political motiva- 
tion; the British and French empires were 
systematically carved out of the Spanish. 
‘Spain had to be wrong so that (they) 
could be right.’ 


‘*In exposing this patent falsification of 
history, Madariaga has delved into the whole 
structure of the Spanish state and the 
Spanish character. . . There will be much 
learned and angry rebuttal of the evidence 
which Madariaga marshalls to prove his 
thesis. . .’’ 


A—REC(WR)—REV (p. 196, Vol. VI) 
The Sea and the States 
Samuel W. Bryant Crowell, $5.00 


The New York Times: ‘‘. . . takes in all 
the major events and technical developments 
of nautical America from colonial times to 
the present, including the sea warfare and 
transport activities of World War II... 
Some sections . . . are necessarily condensed 
to the straining point. .. Mr. Bryant’s dis- 
gust with modern behavior is legitimate, but 
not his free and easy projection of it back- 
wards in time. . .’’ 


A—SAT(WER) 


Send for Miss Cora 

Charley Robertson R & H, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘, .. a first novel... 
about people who might have lived in the 
tobacco country, and about the forces of 
law and order, whose torch and faggot were 
symbols of righteousness . . . will make good 
reading for people interested in the plight 
of the mountain and valley clans in the half- 
alive South.’’” 

A—SAT 


LITERARY GUILD 
Shannon’s Way 

A. J. Cronin LB, $3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘. . . Strikes 
me as the thinnest and most mechanical of 
Dr. Cronin’s facile productions. ’’ 


A—DM—REV (p. 53) 
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Myth of ‘Federal Aid’’ 


Samuel B. Pettengill in The Catholic 
Mirror: ‘‘Senator Styles Bridges, 
chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Appropriations, has prepared a va‘u- 
able table. It shows how much money 
the Federal government takes out of 
each state; how much each state gov- 
ernment spends, and the ratio between 
the two amounts. This table . . . shows 
the nonsense about ‘Federal aid.’ 
From the money standpoint, the Fed- 
eral government does not ‘aid’ a 
single state in the Union. On the con- 
trary, the enormous cost of supporting 
the Federal government is a direct 
burden on the people and business of 
every state. 

‘“‘To give a few examples: Uncle 
Sam takes out of . .. New Hampshire 
$95.000,000. This is over five times 
the cost of running the New Hamp- 
shire government. He takes from... 
Missouri $1,119,000,000, which is over 
nine times what Missouri spends. He 
takes from Ohio $2,495,000,000 which 
is eight times what Ohio spends. He 
takes from Massachusetts $1,492.000,- 
000, which is over seven times what 
Massachusetts spends. 

‘‘There ain’t no such animal as 
‘Federal aid.’ Every dollar the 
United States spends in any state as 
‘Federal aid’ or subsidies comes out 
of that state in Federal taxes, and is 
then sent back—less the political 
brokerage fee charged in Washington, 
which Senator Harry F. Byrd esti- 
mates to be not less than twenty per 
cent. This is some fee for you to pay 
to somebody you don’t know for 
handling your money! 

‘“‘The second thing these figures 
prove is that if Federal taxes were cut 
even ten per cent, there would be 
left in the states—as a source of state 
revenue—more than enough to edu- 
eate their children, pay their school 
teachers and do for themselves most of 
the things the power-drunk govern- 
ment on the Potomae proposes to do 
locally for them.” 





BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
The Sky and the Forest 

C. S. Forester LB, $2.75 
If there is a point to this story it must be 
the development of the thinking process in 
the mind of the loeal ‘‘god’’ of a Central 
African village whose natives did not even 
know there was any outside world. Through 
the indignities suffered by this dictator fol- 
lowing his capture by Arab raiders he was 
led to realize that he was not master of the 
world. It was only by the help of his wife 
and child that he found his way back to his 
village after they had reseued him. 

He again became the local chief, but was 
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eventually shot by ivory-hunting English 
agents of Belgian King Leopold. 

Forester is a practiced story-teller but 
there is a large question as to whether this 
tale compares in interest to his Hornblower 
successes. —J.C. T. 





Do You Envy Profits? 


My observations lead me to believe 
that a great many people—and par- 
ticularly young people — are being 
misled by writers who stress the so- 
called evils of our American System 
of business while neglecting to pre- 
sent other facts of which they seem 
to lack understanding, or which do 
not fit in with their inexperience or 
partisan perspective. 

The author of the following, George 
J. Benson, President of Harding Col- 
lege, Searcy, Arkansas, is noted for 
his common sense views on many eco- 
nomic problems.—Editor. 





All the talk about profits and pro- 
fiteers has put a lot of us on the 
wrong track. There has been so much 
of this misleading talk during the past 
decade that some of our youngsters 
are beginning to think there is some- 
thing immoral about making a profit 
at all. Some of them take it so seri- 
ously that they think the profit sys- 
tem should be junked in America. 


On the contrary, I am convinced 
that the profit system is the very 
sparkplug of our economy. I have giv- 
en this subject a lot of study, it isn’t 
very difficult to see that workers are 
in for trouble if they are employed 
by a business that doesn’t make a 
profit... . 


First Aid to Labor 


“Some people seem to think that if 
no profits were made at all, the work- 
ers would get more wages. This can- 
not be so. My belief is that the part of 
the sales dollar called profit actually 
helps the workers more than it helps 
anyone else. More than that, I believe 
it ean be proved that the part of the 
sales dollar called profits actually 
helps labor more than does the part of 
the sales dollar called wages. 

Consider an example. Fifty years 
ago it required 8 hours work for one 
man to shape the top of a gasoline 
tank for an automobile. He was paid 
less than $1 for the job, which he did 
by hand. Finally, the automobile idea 
caught on, and vehicles sold. From 
profits, the companies have continu- 
ally built up better and better plants. 
Tools are good and efficient. Working 
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So You’re Going to England 
Clara E. Laughlin HM, $5.00 


The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . efficient as well 
as entertaining . . . completely revised . . . 
ean be recommended to sophisticated and 
first-trippers as well. It even ... an ad- 
mirable bit of home-reading for lazy stu- 
dents of English history. . .’’ 


Social Problems on the Home Front 
Francis FE, Merrill Harper, $3.50 
Eva J. Ross in The Sign: ‘*. . . written by 
a well-known sociologist . .. an attempt to 
give factual information as to the extent of 
the major social problems . . . in the United 
States during the recent war years .. . the 
omission of moral and religious issues leaves 
some gaps to be filled; and because the 
author has maintained the specialist view of 
sociology, he has not concerned himself with 
solutions . . . however . . . a valuable piece 
of much-needed research . . . For thinking 
citizens this book is of great importance.’’ 


A-SAT 





conditions are always being improved. 
Profits have brought all these things. 


Profits Pay Off 

Nowadays, an auto worker shapes 
the top of a gasoline tank in one min- 
ute, instead of eight hours. ... He 
uses modern tools . . . Most of the 
backbreaking labor is done by elec- 
tricity or other power. Even after the 
eost of keeping up the plant and its 
modern tools, the modern auto worker 
earns $10 a day instead of the $1 a 
day of fifty years ago. 

It was profits that built the im- 
proved plant and bought the im- 
proved tools. Had no profits been 
made the workers would still be 
working for $1 a day, or less. This is 
not difficult reasoning, but it shows 
what profits are worth to the workers. 


Everybody Profits 


What about the public? If the mod- 
ern automobile like the Ford or Chev- 
rolet had to be made by hand, it 
would cost $50,000 to make at present 
wages. Yet, with modern tools such a 
ear is made and sold for less than 
$2.000. That is what profits have done 
for the public. ... 


This money for modern plants and 
efficient tools can come from only 
two places: from profits, or from 
loans. But the business that is not 
making profits cannot borrow for 
long. In reality, then, this money 
must come from profits. Better plants 
and tools couldn’t be had without 
profits. If we stop profits we stop in- 
creases in wages and we stop the 
march of production toward lower 
prices. That way, we injure both 
workers and the public. 
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Sociology and Social Problems stra 
Eva J. Ross Bruce, $2.9 The 
The Sign: ‘*. . . Excellent primer of soeig, le 
ogy for high school level. . . the 
‘The same practical simplicity thy jalo 
makes [it] desirable as a text recommeni fl wffi 
it to those adults who wish to get a fund. ff temp 
mental knowledge of this important field.’§j it 1 
A—HS—F him. 
ey 
The Spanish Story chur 
Herbert Feis Knopf, $3.0 (Y 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . Concentrating af 
upon the economic phase of events from 193) = 
to the end of World War IT necessarily py. 
hearses some of the diplomatic history ¢ 
the period ... the Spanish Governmer 
maintained an independent foreign policy, 
formulated exclusively in the light of th 
needs and interests of the people. Cone 
quently, Hitler and Mussolini were disap \u 
pointed by General Franco’s adroit resisff , 
tance to pressure, while Winston Churetil 
felt constrained to express his gratitude fy 





Ame’ 









come 


help to the Allied cause. ra 
‘¢. . . illustrates the brilliant  suceesf The | 


achieved by war-time Ambassador Carll ever | 
J. H. Hayes in the mission entrusted to hin cept f 
by the President of the United States, Ty 4— 
achievement was the more remarkable, k 
cause, as Mr. Feis reluctantly reveals, ther Talle 
was a clique in the State Departmet— Lou 
headed by Dean Acheson, which more thal The § 
once threatened to sabotage the policy 0M contro 
Ambassador Hayes. . . «Bis 
‘«. . . Feis has tried, albeit subtly, to bef a unt 
little Wartime Mission in Spain by jg 8 not 
Hayes, ... With respect to the chang adel 
that Spain was pro-Axis, the crushing miley 
futation of Ambassador Hayes remains ag “T! 
record. This accusation, reechoed in evengy Mt « 
secularist version of The Spanish Stn tthou 
must be stigmatized as ‘unjust, untrue aij "Us ¢ 
contrary to the facts.’ ’’ The C 


A—SAT (WR) 7 


final e 






The Steep Places eery 
Norman Angell Harper, $3.08 trover 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . the title... fr 4— 
that ‘steep place’ down which the de 
ran, after Our Lord had cast them into ti This | 
herd of swine. Apparently, we are in som dnd 
what the same position today: . . . ining The § 
ternational relations . . . This book is eijg bok 
dently intended as a kind of practial[§ urate 
manual for exorcising the devils of integ faphi 
national relations. . .’’ destin 
Yond 
The Strange Story of the Quantum: uff “er 
account for the General Reader of iv 4—. 
Growth of Ideas Underlying our Thom: 
Present Atomic Knowledge : 








Banesh Hoffmann Harper, 8" ya). 
The Catholic World: ‘*, . . The intelligs 
layman should read now the author’s This 





story of the discovery of what is inside tH that th 
atom, and be prepared . .. for a theoretit#™§ fet in 
but demonstrable denouncement—‘one hig} «al sei 
dred fold more significant,’ says Westiti Yorou, 
house Laboratory, ‘than the atomic bom ittensi 

‘¢.. . graphically . . . he unfolds the cry 
cent revolution in science that overthrew ® Soelg 
proud dynasty of classical physics to % f 
the quantum on the throne . . . imparts! tints 
thrill of a star reporter’s radio account, Mm 
by play, of a football match between 
teams, . .’’ 

A—SAT 
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anger in the Earth: 
4 Story of a Search 

Thomas Sugrue Holt, $4.00 
America: ‘‘. . . Most of it is dialog between 
the author and an imaginary professor, a 
jialog carried on while Sugrue lies in a 
wffin-like contraption contrived to send his 
mperature up to 107 degrees and thus kill 
iff the bugs that have made a cripple of 
mM. + « 
Mu Whether the author is scolding the 
(ureh or delivering obiter dicta upon clair- 
wyance, extrasensory perception, journalism 
it Jung’s psychology, his observations make 
we reflect even when one disagrees. . 

“. . , the book’s reflections are not all 
wund . . . Sugrue is modern man in search 
of God. He has only scorn for those who, 
through smugness or laziness, will not be- 
«me aware, including run-of-the-mill Catho- 
=...” 
















Augustine Klaas, 8.J., in Catholic Review 
Service: ‘‘. .. Such a naive conglomeration 
of half-truths, unqualified assertions, dubi- 
ous faith, and loose morals has rarely been 
sapped together between two covers. . - 
The book has no imprimatur, nor could it 
wer have one. It is not recommended, ex- 
ept for a speedy delivery to oblivion.’’ 
4—DM 








Talleyrand 

Louis Madelin Roy, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘‘. .. Deals with the traditionally 
cntroversial portions of the career of the 
wBishop of Autun, almost consistently in 
a unfavorable light. Little is presented that 
isnot already known... and frequently M. 
Yadelin leans on sources admittedly anti- 
Talleyrand. . . 

“This contribution by one of France’s 
nost eminent historians is welcome indeed, 
although it probably raises as many ques- 
tions as it. answers. . .”’ 

The Commonweal: ‘*, . . M. Madelin, who 
has spent nearly fifty years in the study of 
the Revolution, gives us in this book his 
inal estimate of Talleyrand, and in almost 
tery ease where his share in events is con- 
toverted he decides against him. . .’’ 
A—SAT(WR) 


This Is Mexico 

Andrew and Evalyn McNally DM, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘*It would be hard to find a 
bok which lives up to its title more ac- 
turately than this combination of photo- 
gaphic art and descriptive prose . . . seems 
destined for a wide public demand far be- 


yond its original design for adolescent 
readers. . .?? 




































Thomistic Philosophy in 
Social Casework 
Mary J. McCormick 
Columbia U. Press, $2.00 
This book is most encouraging evidence 
Mi ‘lat the Thomistic revival is having its ef- 
WB fet in the practical as well as the theoreti- 
seiences. Miss McCormick’s book is a 
thorough Thomistic job, based firmly on an 
ive investigation of the nature of the 
beson. The reader interested or informed 
im 8cial work and yet not knowledgeable in 
lastic philosophy will receive miuch in- 
‘tetion in the latter. It is hoped that spe- 
talists in other fields will see the need of 
weulating their disciplines with the Per- 
‘tial Philosophy. 
4—SAT 































































—Riley Hughes 








BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Travel in America, an Anthology 

George Bradshaw F&S, $4.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . A connoisseur of 
good writing, an eclectic in taste for un- 
censored truth, he has assembled a docu- 
mentary of people and places in motion, be- 
ing viewed, exposed, enjoyed. . . The twenty- 
eight selections, three from Trollope, a de- 
tailed describer, ought to be required State 
Department reading and volunteer choice 
for the rest of us.’’ 

A—F 


Tumbleweed 

Eddie Doherty Bruce, $2.75 
Paul H. Hallett in The Register: ‘‘. . . Bi- 
ography of Catherine de Hueck Doherty. . . 
A more thrilling biography it would be hard 
to recall, and her journalist husband makes 
the most of the vicissitudes. 

‘*T personally think Mrs. Doherty is a lit- 
tle too emotional, but her wonderful vigor 
and buoyant spirituality stand out well in 
this absorbing narrative.’ ’ 


Tumult in India 

George E. Jones DM, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*...a narrative of events iead- 
ing to India’s independence and division 
during 1946-47 when Mr. Jones was New 
York Times correspondent in India .. . 
Jones is not sympathetic with the Indian 
way of life and incapable of analyzing their 
actions. . .’’ 

A—DM 


Two Years with the Chinese 
Communists 
Claire and William Band Yale, $4.50 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. .. a factual account 
of two years spent in Communist territory 
by an Englishman and his wife. . . Their re- 
cord is impartial, lacking the usual heady 
enthusiasm of the fellow travelers. Yet they 
were sufficiently in sympathy to receive the 
approval and the help of the men directing 
the Communist activities . . . the picture is 
essentially the same one we have had from 
many observers .. .’’ 

AWR 


Undercover Girl 

Elizabeth P. MacDonald Mae, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*. . . typically journalistic style 
author found herself moving all over the Far 
East, from New Delhi to Kunming, China, to 
earry out MO (Morale Operations) assign- 
ments .. . thing they seemed to use most 
of was the taxpayers’ money. ..’’ 

AWR 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
When the Mountain Fell 

C-F. Ramuz Pantheon, $2.75 
Francis X. Connolly, Ph.D., in The Catholic 
Mirror: ‘*. . . Deseribed by Paul Claudel, 
who does not waste his praise on the me- 
diocre in literature, as ‘One of the sum- 
mits of French prose’. . .’’ 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘.. . master 


piece . . . prose of uncommon beauty and 
clarity . . . difficult to overpraise ... 
stripped ... sharp. . . and shining as a 


sword .. . pellucid and marvelously colored 
descriptions . . . bright, tangy figures of 


speech which hang along the sentences like 
berries.’’ 
A—HS—E—REVD (p. 155) 
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The Union Challenge to 
Management Control 
Neil W. Chamberlain Harper, $4.50 
The Sign: ‘‘. . . careful study of industrial 
relations. If not brilliantly written, it is 
brilliantly analytical and impartial. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


Wild Flower Guide: Northeastern 
and Midland United States 
Edgar T. Wherry 
(iu. by Tabea Hofman) DD, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . well illustrated 
- easy to use pocket . . . field guide, 
authoritative scientifically ... not over- 
whelming in the number of varieties pre- 
sented. . .’” 
A—HS—SAT 


With Love, Peter 

Christopher Hollis MeMullen, $2.50 
America: ‘‘. . . letters from a brother to 
his twin sister . .. charming, witty and nat- 
ural-sounding. . . 

‘The references to religion may seem a 
bit confusing unless one realizes that Peter 
is not Mr. Hollis, not even his protagonist. 
Peter is in process of thinking his way 
through from a vaguely Leftist agnosticism 
to an acceptance of religion and spiritual 
values—and that is as far as it goes. . . 

‘‘Christopher Hollis has the ability to 
write on serious things in a deft and chal- 
lenging manner.’” 

A—F—REC 


World Communism Today 

Martin Ebon Whit, $4.50 
Extension: ‘‘. . . a comprehensive account 
of Communist activity, country after coun- 
try across the globe ...a startling story, 
clearly but not spectacularly told. . . 

‘*.. . Can Communism win the battle for 
world domination? Ebon answers frankly: 
‘Yes, it can.’ This last chapter alone makes 
the book indispensable reading for every in- 
telligent American. The crucial moment will 
come .. . with the next depression. Com- 
munists are predicting that capitalism will 
not survive it. . .’’ 

A—F—REC—REV (p. 4) 


The World Is Not Enough 

Zoe Oldenbourg Pantheon, $3.75 
The Commonweal: ‘*‘... There are tog 
many people and too many side plots in the 
story to make it exciting as a novel of 
character . . . there is little mention of the 
Faith of the Middle Ages. Their religion is 
represented as the casual Catholicism of 
some ‘Latin’ country, but not as the power- 


ful driving force it really was .. . an end- 
less amount of repetition .. . dulls and 


slows an otherwise very bright book. . .’’ 
A—DM—REV (p. 55) 


World Without Visa 

Jean Malquais D D, $3.75 
The Chicago Tribune: ‘‘. . . Powerfully 
written, full of nervous energy, conceived 
on a grand seale . . . theme of torn and 
shattered France under the joint rule of 
the Nazis and the Vichy government... a 
large picture, like one of those huge paint- 
ings containing an overabundance of detail, 
over which one puzzles a long time. . . 
lacks focus. . . What we have a right to ex- 
pect from a new novel on this theme is a 
story which illuminates some particular 
phase of it . . . a confused impression of life 
and motion.’’ 

AWR 
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Theological 


Brains and Belief 

Rev. F. J. Mueller Bruee, $2.50 
The Sign: ‘*. . . Should be read by Catho- 
lies who have any doubt about the role of 
reason in relation to faith . . . should be 
placed in the hands of intelligent inquirers 
into the beliefs of the Catholic Church, 

‘*While not... profound ... it reveals 
a pastoral awareness of the problems con- 
fronting many inquirers and handles these 
problems tactfully.’’ 

A—SAT 


St. Francis of Assisi: The Legends 
and the Lauds 

ed. Otto Karrer S & W, $3.00 
John 8. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*. . . richer, more intriguing, and 
more informative than all but the relatively 
few superlative treatments by those of a 
later age than that in which St. Francis 
lived or was fresh in memory .. . represen- 
tative selections from the contemporary 
writings about St. Francis, together with his 
own compositions. 

‘«) . . those of Giovanni di Ceprano, 
Thomas of Celano, Brother Leo and his com- 
panions, St. Bonaventure, as well as the 
famous and very, popular Little Flowers of 
St. Francis. Each has its own introduction, 
explanatory and critical , . . they absorb 
the ordinary reader once he samples them 
and add up to a kind of detective story, 
the issue of which is the full truth about 
St. Francis... a general introduction which 


serves to put the saint in focus . . . unique 
and invaluable. . .’’ 

A—HS—E 
From Sunday to Sunday 

Thomas Plassmann, O.F.M. SAG, $3.50 


Condensed from review by Father Lelen: 
‘¢. . . Father Plassmann has done well to 
prepare for us the present plain practical 
explanation of the liturgy of the Mass as it 
unfolds itself on every Sunday of the year. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


From it we learn what the Mass means to 
God and to us. We perceive the incredible 
cogency of it. . . We see that at the Altar 
it is Christ Himself praying to His Father. 
...A book that conveys light and stimulus 
of a sort quite rare in modern religious 
writing. Even people seldom associated with 
asceticism will relish reading it. ..’’ 
A—HS—REC 


The Greatest Catherine 

Michael de la Bedoyere Bruee, $3.00 
Blacl friars: ‘*. . . Must [St. Catherine of 
Siena’s] activities be judged in the light of 
medieval political theories or of twentieth 
century ones only? Have these important 
things been obscured by an obsession with 
the iniquities of princes and prejudices of 
biographers, or does raciness of style some- 
times introduce false emotional emphases 
and conceal both the presence and the ab- 
sence of logical thought? 

‘«. .. A book which leaves one thinking, 
but the dust cover and illustrations are a 
credit to the publishers. ’’ 

A—DM—REVD (p. 288, Vol. VI) 


The Heliotropium of 
Jeremias Drexelius 

tr. R. N. Shutte D-A, $3.00 
Paul H. Hallett in The Register: ‘‘. . . spir- 
itual classic . . . treatise of a 17th century 
Jesuit . . . treatment of the necessity and 
means to conform our will to the divine. . .’’ 
(New printing) 

A—F 


Marvels of Grace 

Victor Many, S.S. 

(tr. Albert D. Talbot, S.S.) 

The Catholic Transcript: ‘‘. . . plain and 
sometimes even plodding . . . devoted to a 
direct, succinct presentation of the doctrine 
of grace . .. this book will do an enormous 
amount of good, both doctrinally and prac- 
tically, if only it is sufficiently publicized 
and widely circulated. . .’’ 

A—HS—REC 


Bruce, $1.75 





Coming in 
October! 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Mother Seton 

Leonard Feeney, S.J. DM, $2.5) 
The Sign: ‘‘. . . delightful account of oy 
of America’s most remarkable women , 
effortless reading . .. very accurate pictur 
of one who was wife, mother, convert, rej 


gious foundress, and organizer.’’ 
A—HS—F 


My Everyday Missal and Heritage 
Monks of St. Mary’s BB, $4.0 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . not only the cop. 
tents common in all daily missals, but aly 
several unusual features . . . somewhat of; 


miniature religious encyclopedia. . .’’ 
A—F 


Our Friends and Foes 

Frederick A. Houck Herder, $1.5) 
Mark Barron in The Commonweal: ‘, ,, » 
account of the Church’s teaching and inte. 
esting facts about the prevalence of mon 
than witches among us . . . for readers of 
all classes . . . an invaluable handbook on: 
very practical phase of the most practic 
job in life, the salvation of one’s soul.” 

A—HS—F 


Queen of Militants 

Emil Neubert, S.M. Grail, $2.0) 
The Sign: ‘‘... originally addressed t 
young Oatholic Actionists like the Jocist 
. . . Not a profound book, but an encour 
ing one for people who sometimes find i 
hard to be Christians in the marketplace,” 

A—HS—F 


The School of the Cross 

John A. Kane MeMullen, $2.0) 
The Sign: ‘*. . . The Passion of Christi 
here revealed as a work of love challengiy 
Christ’s followers to meet their own cross 
with a love patterned after the heroim 
shown to them on Golgatha.’’ 

A—F—REC 


The Third Spiritual Alphabet 
Fray Francisco de Osuna Newman, $4) 
(tr. Benedictine of Stanbrook) 
Thomas Merton in The Commonweal: “... 
famous because it was one of the bod 
which taught Saint Teresa herself the way 
of the interior life . . . a rather remarkabl 
book. Definitely a classic . . . one of thot 
books in which the interior life is present 
as a life and not some kind of a livig 
death. 

‘<The particular value of this book is tht 
Osuna was writing for beginners and ¢t 
cerned himself exclusively with the prt 
lems of those who are on the threshold 
the mystical life. . .’’ 

A—E 


The Well of Living Waters 
Pascal P. Parente Herder, $35! 


The Commonweal: ‘‘ As a reference book ft 
those writing or speaking on spirit 
jects, Father Parente’s carefully edited 
lection will probably prove more val 
for its non-biblical selections . . . he ma 
available ‘the primary sources of the di 
trine of the spiritual life’ equally from™ 
Bible and from the Fathers of the 
the theologians, saints and other writers 
to the present day ... arranged under 
various headings. . .’’ 

A—F 
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Arts and Poetry 


inger Harvest 
te Forster HB, $3.50 
Republication of a collection of 80 stimu- 
lating essays on various subjects, including 
studies of literary personages. 


F10 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
A Catholic Reader 
Charles A. Brady 














D & 8, $3.50 




















































1% 3. O Lehane, O.M., in The Vincentian: 
1 ‘Enthusiastically to be recommended to all 
« (atholics . . . choice selection of Catholic 
i thought .. . select gleaning of some of the 
best prose and poetry ever written. For the 
younger reader it will serve as a sprightly 
introduction to good literature. . .’’ 
America: ‘‘, . . if the publishers keep to 
NM the high standard set in this initial book, 
uff the public, Catholic and non-Catholic alike, 
«—/ will be indebted to them.’’ 
re A—HS—REC 
af 
i Enjoyment of Living 
al Max Eastman Harper, $5.00 
America: ‘*. . . ‘Too long and too dull,’ 
. simply another case history that has 
value only as revealing the intellectual blind 
alley in which modern secular ‘thinkers’ 
0 have lost themselves. ’’ 
he 4—DM 
sti, 
) Early Irish Literature 
it Myles Dillon U. Chicago, $3.50 
» & The author initiated the department of Irish 
Studies at the University of Wisconsin, and 
isnow professor of Gaelic at Edinburgh. His 
condensations, with scholarly commentaries, 
om we masterful. 
: A—F 
t 
. Figures for an Apocalypse 
sin Thomas Merton New Directions, $2.50 
America: ‘‘Thomas Merton’s first book of 
poms, A Man in the Divided Sea (in- 
duding his previously published Thirty 
Poems), introduced in 1946 a young Trap- 
mT) pist poet. whose luxury of metaphor, artistic 
“& independence and mature religious sensibil- 
_ & ‘ty sent the reader back to Patmore, Mrs. 
‘'& Meynell and Thompson to find his peers. . . 
ot title-piece . . . is Merton’s longest 
wi" poem... he describes, in imagery reminis- 
kab cent of the Apocalypse, the end of the 
ee world . . . when Merton works in the area 
mm of his genius, the perception of relations, 
WME hishand lacks none of its early skill. ‘There 
ad are many such poems, especially those that 
a describe the Trappist life, or the cireum- 
‘ stances of the poet’s conversion. . .’’ 
i" ia 4-E—REV(p. 63) 
Folk Song, USA 
John § Alan Lomax DS&P, $6.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . collection of songs 
by and about the American people ... their 
$3518 hearts and hands . . . hardships and joys of 
ok fof§ the settling of a continent ... a book to be 
| wb™ ‘ken along to camp and shack, fine to lug 
det® broad and deposit with friends or 
justi Strangers, . .’? 
mas® 4—F 
e dot 
ym t Forms. of Modern Fiction 
noth William Van O’Connor UU. Mich., $4.50 
ers 0 '. Elizabeth Monroe in The Sign: ‘‘... A 
+ thot (lection of twenty-three essays, brought 





‘gether in honor of Joseph Warren Beech, 
whose work on the modern novel has had a 








BOOKS ON TRIAL 


formative influence on many young scholars 

. Designed to illustrate as many tech- 
niques as possible. While all of the essays 
are interesting and some .. . brilliant, the 
book fails to fulfill its promise because 
there is no valid principle of selection and 
because the discussions are separate, unre- 
lated matters. 

‘*The best of these essays are very good 
indeed ... do us a real service through their 
honest regard for the creative process and 
through the subtlety of their analyses.’’ 

A—SAT 


Four Studies in Loyalty 

Christopher Sykes Sloane, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘Mr. Sykes rallies his 
essays on an English dandy, a writer, a Per- 
sian, and some French townspeople around 
the flag of loyalty. . . Through the essays 
runs an interesting portrait of the Oxford 
intellectual in the person of the author, and 
there is a glimpse of Persian culture. . . 

‘¢... the product of a scholarly, well trav- 
eled Englishman who writes with a percep- 
tive eye in a studied, graceful prose. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Introduction to Chinese Art and 
History 

Arnold Silcock Oxford, $5.00 
Commonweal: ‘‘. . . What he has chiefly 
aimed at is to link up Chinese art of all 
periods with contemporary historical and 
temperamental conditions ... to connect the 
art, history and disposition of the Chinese 
with those of the West... | 

‘¢. . . I found especially informative the 
sections on poetry and porcelain, particularly 
the descriptions of the methods of manufac- 
turing various types in various dynasties. . . 


Illustrated with color plates, halftones, 
drawings, maps—fewer than one might 
Winhh. <”’ 
A—SAT 


The Journals of Andre Gide 

V. IT, 1914-1927 Knopf, $3.00 
The Diaries of Franz Kafka 

1910-1913 Schocken, $3.75 
Letters of Rainer Maria Rilke 

V. II, 1910-1926 Norton, $5.00 
Anne Freemantle in The Commonweal: ‘*.. . 
Three of the giants are come close to us 
this year: in Gide, Kafka and Rilke we can 
see, writ large, the history of every Euro- 
pean, the tragedy of Europe, and the gran- 
deur and misery of all mankind. To medi- 
tate these three books is, for anyone who 
writes or thinks or feels, as watching a slow- 
motion film of Carnera’s greatest fight 
would be for a kid boxer. . . 


‘*Comparing and contrasting these three, 
one is struck again and again by the unity 
and the diversity of human character. Gide 
is a Frenchman, Rilke was a German, Kaf- 
ka a Czech; Gide is a Protestant; Rilke was 
a Catholic, and Kafka a Jew. And yet, these 
three differing traditions, these three dis- 
ciplines, these three ways in and ways out, 
have basic, fundamental alikenesses . . 

‘*Gide is easily the most balanced, ur- 
bane, objective: the most grown-up and the 
least sensitive. Even when he wrestles with 
God or with his own sins, he does so almost 
with the lecture-hall in view. . . 

‘‘Kafka’s shorthand is so private it 
sometimes becomes unintelligible. . . There is 
a sorrow that is more than mere melancholy 
. . . that seems to permeate Jewish litera- 
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ture. .. Rilke is the most whole, in a multi- 
dimensional sense. . . 

‘*Rilke strokes everything, Gide watches, 
Kafka growls: ... what almost endless ex- 
perience is distilled in these three intimate 
books by these three giants. . .’’ 

AWR 


Le Corbusier 

Stamo Papadaki Mae, $7.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*, . . Since Le Corbusier 
may well be the greatest architect of our 
time, one might think that our publishers 
would do their level best to bring out a dis- 
tinguished book or two dealing with his 
ever-fascinating achievements. No _ such 
thought, however, seems to have struck the 
editors. . . ‘Le Corbusier’ is little more than 
a collection of after-dinner speeches . . . rea- 
sonably well illustrated.’’ 

AWR 


My Life as a Teacher 

John Ersiine Lipp, $3.00 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘. . . For the teacher, or 
the student or the reader who has never 
been beyond the campus gate, this auto- 
biografical study will provide entertainment 
and inspiration. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


New World of Space 

Le Corbusier Reynal, $6.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . has the most 
wretchedly reproduced lot of photographs 
this reviewer has spotted in many a year... 

‘*... the text . . . might conceivably be a 
chapter in a book .. . much too fragmentary 
for publication as it now stands. . .’’ 

AWR 


Paul Rosenfeld: Voyager in the Arts 

ed. by Jerome Mellquist and 

Lucie Wiese Creative Age, $3.50 

Commonweal: ‘‘, . . collection of memoirs 
and estimates, and deeply felt acknowledg- 
ments from more than fifty writers, paint- 
ers and musicians to Paul Rosenfeld’s place 
in American cultural history as a critie of 
subtle and knowledgeable generosity, .. . 
Each of the fifty . . . recalls some part of 
Paul Rosenfeld’s story. . . There was a qual- 
ity of superb citizenship in his will that 
Americans should know the best of Europe, 

. a man who loved America and was one 
of her severest critics, hoping so much for 
the maturity of a people, ...’’ 

A—SAT 


Poor Scholar 

Benedict Kiely S & W, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘‘ Yeats said that William Carle- 
ton was ‘the greatest novelist of Ireland by 
right of the most Celtic eyes that ever 
gazed from under the brow of story teller.’ 
In this study of the nineteenth-century au- 
thor. . . Mr. Kiely has undertaken to out- 
line the significance of the man himself... 
(Carleton) wrote of what he saw. He offend- 
ed some people all the time and most people 
some of the time. He is not widely read to- 
day. But it is impossible to put down Mr. 
Kiely’s book without wanting to pick up 
one of Carleton’s.’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 21) 


Sharps and Flats ih Five Decades 

Wm. Joseph Finn, C.S.P. Harper, $3.75 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . full of humor 
and understated wisdom. . .’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 23) 
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THE THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


OCTOBER SELECTIONS 
Philosophy of Religion . . . 


Msgr. Fulton Sheen’s greatest book — $5.00 


The Seven-Storey Mountain . . . 


Thomas Merton’s autobiography, and by far his most interesting book — $3.00 


Vision of Fatima . . . 


by the Priest-Sculptor, Thomas McGlynn — $2.50 


Reempelinn Prkon Gow CA TOO OCB sce scicevcncccesesesesscecssensnenvosesonesesevonynsevsesenseann $10.50 
DERDEBERS’ PROC Cpbeas Peete) oaiise..sssncesccecsescesesssessescesscrsscvsssesscnsscssscosenses 7.35 


(Equivalent to getting the $3.00 book for only $2.35, 
and the FATIMA book Entirely Free) 


IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY A MEMBER, send the coupon today, and 
full descriptions will be sent you in our October Newsletter. 


The SEPTEMBER Selections Are: 


The Deer Cry, by Wm. G. Schofield, an adventurous novel about St. Patrick................c:00 $3.00, and 
Awake in Heaven, Father Gerald Vann’s new book — $2.50 — both to be published September 20. 


Regular Price for both................cscsesesee $5.50 


MEMBER’S PRICE, plus postage........ $3.85 











THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, Ill. 


Enroll me in The Thomas More Book Club. I agree to buy not less than four books in a year. 
The purchase of four books qualifies me for the discounts you are to allow. You are to send Advance 
Descriptions of all Selections, and I may reject any of the books offered, so long as I buy four in a 
year. 


START my membership by sending 
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ST. & NO. CITY ZONE___STATE____ 
AGE (if a minor) OCCUPATION . 








IF AN miironcn. GIVE NAME HERE 
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